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1.1. Introduction to the Holy Spirit         

The Holy Spirit is equal to the Father and the Son and He is mighty and holy, 
He is God! We read in 1 Corinthians 8:6,  “But to us there is but one God, 
the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.”  From this verse we see that 
all things are OF the Father, but BY the Son. The Father is the Source or 
INITIATOR of all things and Jesus is the MEANS. The Father makes the 
decisions, but Jesus carries out the work. It was the Father who initiated our 
redemption, but it was Jesus who carried out His plan of redemption. For 
example, we read in John 3:16, “For God (The Father) so loved the world, 
that He sent His only begotten Son (Jesus)…” 

What is then the role of the Holy Spirit? The Holy Spirit is the power to carry 
out the decisions of the Father. For example, God created everything by 
Jesus, who did it by the power of the Holy Spirit. We have the example of 
creation in Genesis 1:1-2, it says, “In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth.  … And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 
And God said, let there be light…” When God spoke, the Holy Spirit’s power 
was released to create the universe. We see the three members of the Trinity 
working together in Acts 10:38, “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all 
that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with Him.” We can summarize 
the work of the Holy Spirit in one sentence: The Holy Spirit gives us the 
power today to carry out the will of the Father in the name of Jesus. 

The importance of the Holy Spirit: 

In John 16:17, Jesus said, “… It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him 
unto you.” Jesus said to His disciples, “It is better for you to have the Holy 
Spirit with you than to have Me with you.” When Jesus lived on the earth, He 
could only be in one place at one time, for He was restricted by a human 
body. But the Holy Spirit could be with all of them everywhere at the same 
time. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit would live in them and empower them to do 
the will of the Father. 

In Luke 24:49, Jesus said to His disciples, “And, behold, I send the promise 
of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be 
endued with power from on high.” He would not allow them to go out and 
preach, or do anything, until they received the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore, knowledge and training is not enough to do the work of God, we 
must also have the power and the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  

Functions of the Holy Spirit: 
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The Holy Spirit is the Comforter: Jesus said in John 16:7, “If I do not go 
away, then the Comforter will not come to you.” The Holy Spirit is called our 
Comforter. In Isaiah 61:1, it says that the “anointing (of the Holy Spirit) heals 
the broken heart.” The Holy Spirit is tender hearted and compassionate.  

The Holy Spirit called the Helper. The Holy Spirit is the power of God that 
enables us to do what God wants us to do. We read in  Romans 8:26  that 
“He helps us with our infirmities (weaknesses).” We can do nothing without 
the Holy Spirit. Paul said in 2 Corinthians 12:9, “Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” 

The Holy Spirit reveals to us the words of the Father and the Son: We 
read in John 16:13, “He will not speak of His own, what He hears He will 
speak and tell you of things to come.” Therefore, the best way to hear from 
the Father and the Son is to develop a relationship with the Holy Spirit. We 
also read here that He will show us things to come and will warn us about the 
future! 

The Holy Spirit convicts us. We read in John 16:8, that when the “Holy 
Spirit is come, He will convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgment.“. 
The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin so that we can repent and maintain our 
relationship with the Godhead. We have an example of this in Acts 2:37, 
“Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto 
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”” 
Without the conviction and work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, we cannot 
repent! 

The Holy Spirit teaches us and guides us into all truth: In John 14:26, we 
read that, “He will teach us all things.” It also says in John 16:13 that Holy 
Spirit “guides us into all truth.” He guides us when we read or hear the words 
of the Bible and by an inner voice in our hearts. In 1 John 2:27 we read, “… 
but as the same anointing teaches you of all things.” This is especially true 
when we hear someone preach or teach. We will have a witness in our hearts 
whether or not, what we hear is from God. 

The Holy Spirit leads us: We read in Romans 8:14, “For as many as are led 
by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” There are many examples in 
the Bible of those who were led by the Holy Spirit. Our greatest key to 
success and blessing is to be led by the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit gives us victory over the desires of the flesh: 
In Galatians 5:16, we read, “Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the 
desires of the flesh.” Instead of trying so hard to conquer the desires of the 
flesh, it is better for us to be full of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, when we walk in 
the Spirit, we will overcome the desires of the flesh! 
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The Holy Spirit makes Jesus real to us: Jesus said in John 15:26, that the 
“Holy Spirit would testify of Him.” One of the important goals of the Holy Spirit 
is to point us to Jesus. Therefore as we yield to the Holy Spirit, Jesus will 
become more and more real to us. 

The Holy Spirit reveals to us the love of the Father: In Romans 8:15 we 
read, “but you have received the Spirit of adoption by which you cry ‘Abba 
Father.” It also says in Ephesians 2:18, “For through Him (Jesus) we have 
access by one Spirit to the Father.” The more we fellowship with the Holy 
Spirit, the more we will become aware of the Father’s love for us. We also 
read in Romans 5:5, "The love of God is shed abroad on our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit." 

The Holy Spirit shows us all the wonderful things that God has for 
us: We read in 1 Corinthians 2:9-10 “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor 
have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for 
those who love Him. But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit.” 

The Holy Spirit gives us power to tell others about Jesus: In Acts 1:8 we 
read, “You shall receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon you…” We 
have an example in Acts 4:31, “and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and they spoke the word of God with boldness.” When we are filled with the 
Holy Spirit, we will not be ashamed to tell others about Jesus. 

The Holy Spirit changes us to become more like Jesus: We read in 2 
Corinthians 3:18, “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even 
as by the Spirit of the Lord.” In Romans 15:16 it says that “we are sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit.” He is a Holy, and as we yield to Him, He will manifest the 
holy life of Christ in us. 

The Holy Spirit heals our physical bodies: Romans 8:11. “The same Spirit 
that raised Jesus from the dead quickens (or gives life to) our mortal bodies.” 
We also read in Acts 10:38, “How God anointed, Jesus of Nazareth, who 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed of the devil.” 

The Holy Spirit fills us with great peace and joy: In Romans 14:17 we 
read, “The Kingdom of God is not meat or drink, but righteousness, peace 
and joy in the Holy Spirit.” In Psalm 16:11, it says, “In His presence there is 
fullness of Joy, at His right hand there are pleasures forevermore.” 

The Holy Spirit gives us power over the devil: Jesus says in Matthew 
10:28, "But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God 
has come to you."  Therefore, the Holy Spirit empowers us to defeat the 
enemy and cast out demons. We also read in Isaiah 61:1-3, "The Spirit of the 
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Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD anointed me ... to set the captives 
free and to open prison doors."  

The Holy Spirit is our guarantee of eternal life: We read in 2 
Corinthians 1:22 “Who has sealed us and given the Holy Spirit in our hearts 
as a deposit.” The experience of the Holy Spirit’s presence on earth is a 
deposit of the life that we will one day enjoy in heaven. In Romans 8:16 we 
read, “For the Holy Spirit makes God’s fatherhood real to us as he whispers 
into our innermost being, “You are God’s beloved child!” (The Passion 
Translation) He changes us to become like Jesus: 

The Holy Spirit causes us to abound in hope: We read in Romans 15:13, 
“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Hope is a joyful expectation 
of good things to come in the future. 

Five important priorities we need to have with regards to the Holy Spirit: 

Firstly: We must always depend on the Holy Spirit. Jesus, who is our 
greatest example, always depended on the Holy Spirit in everything that He 
did. He said in John 5:19, “The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He 
sees the Father do…” It was the Holy Spirit who gave Jesus the power to 
perform miracles. We read in Matthew 12:28, “If I by the Spirit cast out 
demons, then the Kingdom of God has come unto you.” Without the Holy 
Spirit we can do nothing. However, with the Holy Spirit, nothing is impossible! 
When Mary asked the angel Gabriel, how Jesus would be born, he said to her 
in Luke 1:34, “”The Holy Spirit will overshadow you…” He then says to her in 
a few verses later in Luke 1:37, “For with God, nothing is impossible.” If we 
work with the Holy Spirit, everything will be possible! 

Secondly, we must be led by the Holy Spirit: In Romans 8:14 we read, “… 
as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” To be led 
by the Holy Spirit, is one of the greatest privileges we have as Born-Again 
Christians.   The Holy Spirit leads us because He lives in us. In Galatians 
5:18 we read, “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.” As 
Christians, we do not live by rules and regulations, but we are led by the Holy 
Spirit. We will go into greater detail in the study called, “How to be led by the 
Holy Spirit. 

Thirdly, we must be filled with the Holy Spirit: There are many examples 
in the Bible of those who were filled with the Holy Spirit and were greatly used 
by God. We read in Ephesians 5:18, “Be not drunk with wine, but be filled 
with the Holy Spirit...” This is not an optional extra for our Christian lives, but a 
command that we must obey. This subject is covered in more detail, in the 
study: “The anointing of the Holy Spirit.”    
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Fourthly: We need to have a relationship with the Holy Spirit: It is a great 
privilege to have a relationship with the Holy Spirit. We read in 2 Corinthians 
13:14 about the “communion of the Holy Spirit.” Furthermore, the Holy Spirit 
longs to have a relationship with us. We read in James 4:5, “Or do you think 
that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns 
jealously?” In the Passion Translation say, “The Spirit that God breathed into 
our hearts is a jealous Lover who intensely desires to have more and more of 
us.” In Acts 15:28 we read, “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and us…” The 
early disciples had a vibrant relationship and partnership with the Holy Spirit. 
It was as if the Holy Spirit personally attended their meetings! 

Fifthly: We need to show honor and respect to the Holy Spirit: The Holy 
Spirit is not just a presence or an influence, He is a Mighty God! In the Acts 
chapter 5, Ananias and Sapphira dropped down dead because they lied to 
the Holy Spirit. Jesus also warned us that there is no forgiveness to those 
who blaspheme the Holy Spirit. We need to honor His presence and be 
sensitive to His voice. We are commanded, not to “quench the Holy Spirit” (1 
Thessalonians 5:19) and not to “Grieve the Holy Spirit.” (Ephesians 4:30) 
Our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit. We have a warning in 1 
Corinthians 3:17, “If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God 
destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.” Therefore, we 
need to treat the Holy Spirit with great respect and awe. 

Finally: We receive the Holy Spirit into our human spirits when we give our 
lives to Jesus and we are born again. Therefore, every Born Again Christian 
has the Holy Spirit inside of him!  However, in order to have the power of the 
Holy Spirit, we need to have an additional experience, called, the Baptism in 
the Holy Spirit. This will be covered in the study called the “Baptism in the 
Holy Spirit.” Amen 

 
3.2. The Baptism in the Holy Spirit   

The Baptism in the Holy Spirit is one of the greatest needs in the church 
today and often a doctrine. It was so important to Jesus that He commanded 
His disciples to "... tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with 
power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) He would not allow them to preach and do 
anything for Him until they received the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. Today, 
many think that because they have been to Bible School and know the Bible, 
that they are ready to do the work of the Lord. The truth is that without the 
Baptism with the Holy Spirit, we are not ready to do anything for God.               

The reason why there are so many casualties on the mission field and in 
ministry is that many have tried to go out and do the work of the Lord without 
the Baptism with the Holy Spirit. On the other hand, if everyone in the church 
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was baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit, there would be such blessing and 
revival! One of the last words that Jesus spoke before ascending to heaven 
was "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be witnesses to Me, in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”    (Acts 1:8)  

When we receive Jesus as our Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit comes and 

dwells in us.  The Bible says "(God) has sealed us and given us the Spirit in 

our hearts as a guarantee.” We have an inward witness that we are God's 

children. (2 Corinthians 1:22) In Romans 8:16, we read, “The Spirit Himself 

bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God." We cannot be born 

again without the Holy Spirit, for the Holy Spirit imparts the life of Jesus into 

our human spirits to be born again. However, it is not enough to only have the 

Holy Spirit in us; we must also have His power.  In order to have this power 

we must be baptized with the Holy Spirit.   

The term, "the baptism with the Holy Spirit" comes from a number of 

scriptures. John the Baptist said: “I indeed baptize you with water unto 

repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I 

am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

(Matthew 3:11) Peter said: “Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how 

He said, ‘John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit” (Acts 11:16) 

Imagine pouring water into a bottle, we would then say, the "water is in the 

bottle." Then if we throw the bottle into a river, we would then say, "The bottle 

is in the water." This is an analogy of the difference of having the Holy Spirit 

in us, and being baptized with the Holy Spirit. When we are Born Again, the 

Holy Spirit comes into us. But when we are baptized with the Holy Spirit, the 

Holy Spirit comes upon us and we are immersed into the Holy Spirit. We see 

this pattern in the examples in the Book of Acts. 

My testimony: When I was born again, I joined a Baptist Church. Two years 

later I began to realize that there was another experience called the Baptism 

with the Holy Spirit. I read books about it, heard testimonies about it and saw 

it in the Bible. I approached my godly Baptist pastor and asked him how I 

could be baptized with the Holy Spirit. Although he did not believe in speaking 

in tongues, he leant me a book by Andrew Murray to help me. In this book I 

found the key that enabled me to be baptized with the Holy Spirit. That key 

was faith.  In Galatians 3:2 we read, ".... Did you receive the Spirit by the 

works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?"  We read further in the chapter 

“…that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ 



10 
 

Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith." 

(Galatians 3:14)  Everything we receive from God is by faith.               

I then prayed the following prayer, "Lord, I believe that from reading the Book 

of Acts, that the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, is scriptural. Furthermore, I believe 

that You are no respecter of persons, and because you did this for others, 

You will also do so for me. By faith I now receive the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit and by faith I will now speak with other tongues. For You said, "These 

signs shall follow those who believe ... they would speak with new tongues." 

(Mark 16:17) 

I then raised my hands, took a step of faith and spoke in tongues. I did this by 

faith! A thought then came to my mind,   "this is not tongues but gibberish." I 

silenced that thought and said, "I am doing this by faith, and by faith I am 

being baptized with the Holy Spirit." The following morning as I woke up I 

found myself speaking in a new language. This was not a dramatic 

experience, but a simple step of faith. What I did notice that in the weeks that 

followed, it began to be easier for me to lead people to Christ and I began to 

see more miracles as I prayed for people. I also noticed that the more I spoke 

in tongues; the language became more and more profound. 

Examples from the Book of Acts:  

Acts Chapter 2: 2-4: “And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of 
a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 

Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon 
each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 

Notice the Holy Spirit came upon them and the room was filled. This implies 

that they were immersed in the Spirit. (Remember the water in the water 

illustration). They also began to speak with other tongues as they were filled 

with the Holy Spirit. They spoke in tongues but the Spirit gave them the ability 

to do so. Jesus referred to this as being baptized with the Holy Spirit in Acts 

1:5 "For John truly baptized with water; but you shall be baptized with the 

Holy Ghost not many days hence."  

Acts Chapter 8 verse 14-18:  We read, “…who, when they had come down, 
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  For as yet He had 
fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  

And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’ hands the 
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Holy Spirit was given…” The Baptism with the Holy Spirit was imparted to 
them by the laying on of hands of the apostles.  

The word "receive" can also mean "come upon" (Strongs). There was visible 
evidence that the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit when Peter and 
John laid hands on them. It does not say that they spoke in tongues, but it 
implies that something happened and they knew that the new believers had 
been baptized with the Holy Spirit. Possibly it was the same manifestation 
that they saw on the day of Pentecost.  

Acts Chapter 9 verse 17: “And Ananias went his way and entered the 

house; and laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, 

who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may 

receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Paul was filled with the 

Holy Spirit when Ananias laid his hands on him.  It does not say here that 

Paul spoke in tongues, but we do know that Paul did so, for in 1 Corinthians 

14:18 we read, “I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all.”  

Acts Chapter 10 verses 44-46: “While Peter was still speaking these words, 
the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. And those of the 
circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, 
because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 

For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God.” 

The Holy Spirit fell upon them and they spoke with tongues and magnified the 

Lord. Peter referred to this as the Baptism with the Holy Spirit in Chapter 

11:15-16. “Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, ‘John 

indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

Acts Chapter 19 verse 6: We read, “And when Paul had laid hands on them, 

the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and 

prophesied.” When Paul laid his hands on believers in Corinth; they received 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak with tongues. Therefore, the Baptism with 

the Holy Spirit is often received by the laying on of hands. 

In three out of the five examples from the book of Acts, the believers spoke 

with tongues when they were baptized or filled with the Holy Spirit. The other 

two examples imply this. In fact in Acts chapter 10, Peter recognized that 

Cornelius and his friends had received the gift of the Holy Spirit because he 

heard them speaking with tongues.  

In order for us to receive the Baptism with the Holy Spirit, we must first of all 

be convinced that it is scriptural, for the Bible says that, "faith comes by 
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hearing and hearing by the word of God." (Romans 10:17) Secondly, we 

must be sure that we are Born Again and have received Jesus as our Lord 

and Savior.  

Although there are many ways that God can use, following steps can enable 

you to receive the Baptism with the Holy Spirit.  

(1) We must confess and repent of any known sin in our lives. It is true that 

the Holy Spirit can fill us even if we do not confess and repent, for example in 

Acts chapter 10. However, un-confessed sin can hinder us from receiving 

the Baptism with the Holy Spirit. This is especially true with regards to un-

forgiveness and bitterness. I have noticed in some cases, those who 

repented of un-forgiveness and bitterness were able to speak in tongues with 

greater ease. 

(3) We can ask Jesus to baptize us with the Holy Spirit: The Bible says, “... 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Matthew 3:11) The Bible 
also says, "that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us," (1 
John 5:14) Therefore, we ask Jesus to Baptize us with the Holy Spirit, which 
is His will for us, and if we ask anything according to God's will, He hears us!    

(4) We can take a step of faith and speak in tongues: Jesus said, "If any man 
thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink. ... this He spoke concerning the Holy 
Spirit." (John 7:37) This is a step of faith! Just as we lay hands upon the sick 
as a step of faith to heal the sick, so we speak in tongues as a step of faith to 
receive the Baptism with the Holy Spirit. Sometimes it is helpful to worship in 
our own language for a few minutes, then stop, and then by faith begin 
worship Him in tongues. (1 Corinthians 14:15)              

(5) We can get others to lay hands on us: Often, when those who are filled 

with the Holy Spirit, lay hands on us, we receive the Baptism of the Holy 

Spirit. This happened in Acts when Paul laid his hands on the disciples in 

Ephesus, (Acts 19:6) they we filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

tongues.                

It is our decision to speak in tongues. Paul wrote “I will pray with the spirit, 

and I will also pray with the understanding”. (1 Corinthians 14:15) The Holy 

Spirit will not speak for us but give us the words so that we can speak in 

tongues.  These words do not come from our minds, but from our spirit. The 

regular practice of speaking with tongues will enable us to be continually filled 

with the Holy Spirit.  The Bible says, “He who speaks in a tongue edifies 

himself”. (1 Corinthians 14:4) Paul was an example of this; he boasted that 

he spoke in tongues more than anyone else. (1 Corinthians 14:18)   
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Finally: The Baptism with the Holy Spirit is the initial experience to receive 

the power of God. However, we need to be continually filled with the Holy 

Spirit. In Acts 4:31 we read "And when they had prayed, the place where 

they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the 

Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.”  Many of these 

were the same disciples who were baptized in the Holy Spirit on the day of 

Pentecost.  The Bible says, "be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but 

be (continually) filled with the Spirit." (Ephesians 5:18) Therefore it is very 

important to be baptized with the Holy Spirit and thereafter to be continually 

filled with the Holy Spirit.           Amen.   

 

3.3. The anointing of the Holy Spirit   

  

The anointing of the Holy Spirit is the most important key for the growth of the 

church, the salvation of souls and for healings and miracles. It is the only way 

that we will influence this world for Christ. When we are born again we 

receive a deposit of the anointing in our lives, for the Bible says "we have an 

anointing and we know all things." (1 John 2:20)  However, the anointing can 

be increased and there is no limit to level of anointing that we can receive. 

For example, Smith Wigglesworth raised 23 people from the dead and was so 

anointed that people travelling on the same train as he would repent and 

receive Jesus without him having to speak a word. Charles Finney was so 

anointed that the conviction of sin would come upon those to whom he came 

in contact with. The apostle Peter was so anointed that his shadow would 

heal the sick. 

What is the anointing?  

The definition of the anointing: It is the empowering presence of the Holy 

Spirit that enables us to do the work of Jesus. We can feel and sense the 

anointing. It is often like 'spiritual electricity' that flows through us to others. 

The anointing enables us to do what the Holy Spirit wants us to do and to say 

what the Holy Spirit wants us to say. The anointing connects us heaven's 

resources. The evidence of the anointing is freedom and flow. The Bible says 

in 2 Corinthians 3:17, "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty 

(freedom)." When the anointing is present, there is also a flow of the Holy 

Spirit. Jesus said in John 7:37 the "... out of your heart shall flow rivers of 
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living water..." The anointing makes it easy for us to minister the word of God 

and minister to the needs of people. On the other hand, lack of anointing 

causes us to 'sweat' and struggle. For example, if a sermon is not anointed, 

people will be bored and some may even fall asleep. Therefore, it is better to 

preach an anointed message, than a good message! 

Why is the anointing so important?  

Firstly, the anointing is the power that gives us the ability to preach the gospel 

and draw sinners to Christ. Jesus said of Himself, "The Spirit of the Lord is 

upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; ...” 

(Luke 4:18) He then told the disciples, but ye shall receive power, after that 

the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses..." (Acts 1:8) 

Jesus said in John 15:26  "But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send 

unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceeds from the 

Father, He shall testify of Me." The Holy Spirit is primarily given to testify 

about the Lord Jesus and to draw sinners to salvation. 

Secondly, the anointing is given to heal the sick and set the oppressed free! 

Paul said in the book of Romans, "Through mighty signs and wonders, by the 

power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto 

Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ." (Romans 15:19) Without 

signs, wonders and miracles we do not fully preach the gospel of Jesus! If 

God anoints us, then we are under obligation to heal the sick and to perform 

miracles.  

Thirdly the anointing is given so that we can fulfill our calling and ministry. 

When God calls us and tells us to do something, He will anoint us. We read 

about the calling of King David in the Old Testament, "Then Samuel took the 

horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the 

LORD came upon David from that day forward." (1 Samuel 16:13) In the 

New Testament, Paul says, "Who also hath made us able ministers of the 

New Testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit:" (2 Cor. 3:6) In fact, the 

anointing of the Holy Spirit is the only qualification that God acknowledges for 

ministry.  

How to increase the anointing:  

Firstly we can ask God to fill us with the Holy Spirit:  

We read in Luke 11:13, "If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him?"  This is a legal request, we can ask God the 
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Father to fill us with the Holy Spirit and for the anointing. This is what the 
disciples did in Acts 4: 31, " And when they had prayed, the place was 
shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness." 

 

Secondly through the laying on of hands and prayer:  

 

The anointing often increases when anointed people pray for us and lay their 

hands on us. There are many examples in the Bible, for example,  Paul said 

to Timothy, “Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of 

God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands." (2 Timothy 1:6) We 

have another example in Deuteronomy 34:9, "And Joshua the son of Nun 

was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him." The 

anointing can be transferred through the laying on of hands. 

Thirdly, the corporate anointing can also influence our personal 

anointing.  

This was especially true on the day of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit was poured 

out on all those who were gathered in the upper room and not only on those 

who were super spiritual. (Acts 2:4) That is why it is so important to be 

connected to an anointed group of people. In Psalm 133 it says, "Behold, 

how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! It is 

like the precious ointment ..." The anointing is often on a group and that will 

also affect our personal anointing. The 'fire' of the Holy Spirit on others, can 

impart the 'fire' of the Holy Spirit to us. The corporate anointing on a group is 

often much stronger than our individual anointing. However, this being so, we 

still individually have to walk in Spirit and obedience in order to maintain our 

anointing! 

Fourthly, obedience to the Holy Spirit is important.  

In Acts 5:32 we read, "The Holy Spirit to whom God has given to those that 

obey Him." That is why it is so important to always be sensitive to what the 

Holy Spirit wants us to do. For example, it is more important to find out what 

God wants to say in a given situation than to preach a good sermon. This is 

also true to all forms of ministry. Jesus said in John 14:15-17, "If you love 

me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give 

you another Comforter..."  There is a connection between obedience and the 

receiving of the Holy Spirit. When some of the great healing revivalists of the 

past were asked, "what is the greatest key to your anointing?" Many replied, 

"I would sit still in God's presence, listen to His voice, then do what He tells 
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me to do." It is very important to realize that God does not only anoint a 

person, but the message that the person brings and the right word to the right 

people at the right time will be anointed. 

To be obedient to the obvious commands in the Bible is also important if we 

want to experience the anointing of the Holy Spirit. It says of Jesus in 

Hebrews 1:9, "You have loved righteousness and hated iniquity, therefore, 

God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your 

fellows." We need to obey the known commands of the Bible such as "love 

one another! Forgive one another! Give and it shall be given to you! Honor 

your parents! Be holy, etc.  

Fifthly, good stewardship of the anointing that we have already 

received:  

The anointing increases when we use the anointing that we already have. In 

Isaiah 61:1 we read, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because the Lord 

has anointed Me to preach .... etc."  We notice the word, 'because.' God 

anoints us for a reason and not to do nothing! We have an illustration of this 

in the story of Elisha and the widow woman in 2 Kings 4.  In verse 2 we 

read, "And Elisha said unto her, what shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast 

thou in the house? And she said, Thine handmaid hath not anything in the 

house, save a pot of oil." (2 Kings 4:2) We know the story: Elisha told her to 

borrow empty vessels from her neighbors and pour the oil that she had into 

these vessels. There is a lot we can say about this story, but as she poured 

her oil into the empty vessels, her amount of oil increased.  

In the same way, when we use the 'little bit' that we have, and pour it into the 

needs (empty vessels) of others our anointing will increase! Our greatest 

need is often not to receive more anointing from the Holy Spirit, but to use the 

anointing that we already have! Even if we think that we have so little to give. 

We can start to share the gospel with others, pray for the sick, encourage one 

another, etc. Therefore, if we do not use the anointing, we will lose the 

anointing! 

Sixthly, the anointing increases through healthy spiritual disciplines.  

Thanksgiving and praise:  Paul writes, “Do not be drunk with wine, but be 

filled with the Holy Spirit! Speak to yourselves in Psalms, hymns and spiritual 

songs making melody in your heart … giving thanks … submitting to one 

another.” (Eph. 5:18-19) Worship, prayer, reading the Bible, praise and 
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thanksgiving are all disciplines that will enable us to increase the anointing 

level in our lives.  

Fasting: Our best example is that of Jesus. In Luke 4:1 we read that "Jesus 

was led into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit." A few verses later in verse 14 

it says, "Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Holy Spirit." After a 40 

day fast, He returned to Galilee in the power of the Holy Spirit! That was the 

reason why He, in the likeness of a man, was able to do so many wonderful 

miracles. Once the disciples of Jesus tried to cast  a demon out of a young 

boy, but could not do so. Jesus told them in Matthew 17:21, "This kind does 

not go out but through prayer and fasting." In other words, "you do not have 

enough anointing, you need to fast and pray!" However, it is not always 

necessary to fast each time we pray for the sick or cast out demons, but 

fasting is an important discipline to increase and maintain our anointing. 

Speaking in tongues. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 14:4, "He that speaks in a 
tongue edifies himself.” (1 Corinthians 14.4) We have a similar verse in 
Jude 1:20, "Building yourselves up in your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 
Spirit." The word edify, can also mean, 'to build oneself up.' The more we 
speak in tongues, the more we build up and increase the anointing of the 
Holy Spirit in us. That is why Paul said in 1 Corinthians 14:18, "I thank my 
God that I speak in tongues more than you all." 
 
Reading the Bible: In Hebrews 4:12 we read that "The word of God is quick 
and powerful ..." The word "powerful" in the Greek, comes from the word, 
"energes" which means energy. Spiritual energy is imparted to us when we 
read the word of God a lot. Reading books and listening to sermons are good, 
but the greatest source of inspiration and anointing is when we personally 
receive something from God's word. Therefore, we must be careful not to 
allow books and sermons to take the place of our personal reading of the 
scriptures. Paul said to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, " All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works."  
 
Sixthly, The anointing is increased through our reaction to the 
experiences that we go through 
 
In John 7:38, Jesus said, "Out of your heart shall flow rivers of living water. 
This He spoke of the Holy Spirit."  There is much we can say about this 
verse. But we notice that it is out of the heart that the rivers flow!. When God 
puts something in our hearts and it is real to us, then life will flow when we 
minister that to others. For example, God may take us through some test and 
we have victory in that test, we will be anointed in that area of our life. For 
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example, if we have personally being healed through faith in God's word, we 
will have more confidence and anointing to share the truths about healing to 
others.  
 
We read in 1 Peter 4:14, "If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy 
are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God rests upon you." If we have the right 
reaction when we go through persecution or trials, our anointing will increase. 
Therefore, instead of complaining, we rejoice, instead of being in despair, we 
have hope. instead of being bitter, we forgive and instead of hating people 
and being offended, we chose to love. Paul said in Corinthians, "Death works 
in us, but life in you." (2 Corinthians 4:12)  When 'death' works in us, life is 
released to others.  
 
Seventhly, the anointing follows the path of humility:   

In Isaiah 57:15 we read, that "God revives the spirit of the humble and the 

hearts of the contrite ones." Pride is often the greatest stumbling block to the 

anointing. Often a proud word, or attitude will cause the anointing to "leak" out 

of us. In Proverbs 15:4 we read that "A perverse tongue is a breach (or leak) 

in the Spirit." Watchman Nee said, "The greatest key to the anointing is a 

broken spirit." Humble decisions and humble attitudes will cause the 

anointing to increase.  

How can we maintain the anointing? 

There have been many, who were once anointed, but after a period of time 

have lost their anointing and have become powerless and useless in their 

calling and ministry. Therefore to maintain our anointing, I would suggest the 

following: 

Firstly, we must place a high value on the anointing:  

If we value something, we will protect it. For example, I will be more careful to 

protect a 100$ bill than a 1$ bill. Therefore, if we place a high value on the 

anointing, we will never do anything that will cause us to lose the anointing 

such as: Grieving the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 4:30) Quenching the Holy 

Spirit. (1Thessalonians 5:19) Furthermore, we will always be 'thirsty' for 

more of the Holy Spirit's presence and anointing. It says in Psalm 107:9, "For 

He satisfies the longing soul, and fills the hungry soul with goodness."  

Secondly, it is important to be accountable to others.  

Many of the great revivalists and men of God in the past lost their anointing 

because they were not willing to submit to others and be accountable to the 
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church. We read in Ephesians 5:18 and 21 "... be filled with the Spirit; ... 

submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God."  Notice, one of the 

ways to be filled with the Holy Spirit, is to submit to others! If we do not have 

the protection of the Body of Christ, the enemy will steal our anointing! In 

Psalm 92:13-14 we read, "Those who are planted in the house of the Lord 

will be ... fresh and flourishing (anointed) and bear fruit even into old age."  

Thirdly, the anointing is protected by continual repentance and turning 

to God:  

We should be continually open for the Holy Spirit to convict us of anything 

that is sinful or has grieved Him. In 2 Corinthians 7:10-11 we read that 

"Godly sorrow, leads to repentance that leads to salvation." In Verse 11 we 

read how repentance produces "vehement desire and zeal." If we ever feel 

that the anointing level has dropped in our lives, it may be an indication that 

we need to repent. In Acts 3:19 we read, "Repent ye therefore, and be 

converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing 

shall come from the presence of the Lord." 

Finally:  

The Bible commands us to be filled with the Spirit. God uses people who are 

filled with the Holy Spirit. It is the only way that we will influence the world for 

Jesus. We have the example of Barnabas "For he was a good man, and full 

of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord." 

(Acts 11:24) Notice, he was good and filled with the Holy Spirit. Can we 

imagine what would happen if everyone in our church was anointed and filled 

with the Holy Spirit! We would have such a revival and breakthrough! 

Therefore, "It is not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit says the Lord."  

(Zechariah 4:6) May God bless you as you make it your highest goal to be 

filled and anointed with the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

3.4. The importance of speaking in Tongues 

In this study, I want to look at the importance of speaking in tongues. Jesus 
said in Mark 16:17, that "these signs will follow those that believe. In My 
name they will cast out devils, they shall speak with new tongues ..." It is 
important, because Jesus said, that those that believe will speak in tongues. 
Paul said  in 1 Corinthians 14:18, "I thank my God, I speak with tongues 
more than you all." If it was important for Paul then it must be important to us. 
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Furthermore, we read in 1 Corinthians 14:39, "... and forbid not to speak with 
tongues." To forbid, or ignore the importance of this gift, is disobedience to 
the word of God.  

We will take it for granted that you have been baptized in the Holy Spirit with 
the ability to speak in tongues.  Therefore, the purpose of this study is not to 
help you receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit or to speak in tongues, but to 
examine the benefits of speaking in tongues. With that in mind we can 
proceed. 

We receive the following benefits when we speak in tongues:  

The first benefit of speaking in tongues, is to  give us the assurance that we 
have been baptized in the Holy Spirit.  

As we have already discussed in the study, "The Baptism in the Holy Spirit," I 
made the comment that: "In three out of the five examples from the book of 
Acts, the believers spoke with tongues when they were baptized or filled with 
the Holy Spirit. The other two examples imply this."   

We read about the example in Acts chapter 10. Peter goes to the house of 
Cornelius, the believers are baptized with the Holy Spirit and speak in 
tongues. Peter then reports back to the other apostles and says to them in 
Acts 11:15-16, "And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on 
us at the beginning.  Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he 
said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost. Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us,..." 
How did he know that they were baptised in the Holy Spirit? It is because he 
heard them speaking with tongues! 

The second benefit is what tongues together with the gift of interpretation of 
tongues does.  

We read in 1 Corinthians 14:27-28 "If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there 
be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret. But if there is 
no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and 
to God." Without going into any detail, the public utterance in tongues in a 
public meeting, together with the gift of interpretation of tongues, releases a 
prophetic utterance for edification, comfort and encouragement in the public 
meeting.  This public application of this is covered in the study called, "The 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit."  

We can also interpret our own tongues. It says in 1 Corinthians 14:13, 
"Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret." We 
can pray in tongues, and then take a step of faith and speak out by faith the 
words that come into our minds. This is a wonderful way to encourage 
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ourselves as well as release prophetic words over our lives. Jesus said that 
the Holy Spirit will show you things to come.  

The third benefit is that  tongues can enable us  to communicate with others 
in a language that we have not learnt.  

We have an example of this in Acts 2:11 On the day of Pentecost, we read 
how the people of Jerusalem were astonished and said "... we hear them 
speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God."  

When I was at university, my landlady gave me this amazing testimony. "One 
day I was preaching the gospel to a group of Zulus living near the city of 
Durban in South Africa.  They could not understand English and I could not 
understand their Zulu tongue. I spoke in English and what they heard was me 
speaking in Zulu. When they spoke back to me in Zulu, what I heard was 
them speaking in English." I have heard many similar testimonies. Therefore, 
this gift can help us preach the Gospel in languages that we do not 
understand! 

The fourth benefit is that  tongues can edify us and increase our anointing.  

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 14:4 and says, "He who speaks in a tongue 
edifies himself.  The word 'edify' means to 'build oneself up.' Speaking in 
tongues is one of the means that God has given to us to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit. That is why Paul said in 1 Corinthians 14:18, "I thank my God, I 
speak with tongues more than you all.”  In Jude 1:20 we read, "Building up 
yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost." Smith 
Wigglesworth, who was greatly used by God was asked about the secret of 
his great anointing. He simply answered, "I speak in tongues a lot." 

Isaiah 28:11-12 says,  "This is the rest with which You may cause the weary 
to rest,” And, “This is the refreshing..." Paul quotes this verse in 1 
Corinthians 14:21 in the context of speaking in tongues. When we speak a 
lot in tongues, we will be refreshed and filled with the Holy Spirit. We will often 
'sense' a physical manifestation of the anointing. 

The fifth benefit is that  tongues enables us to pray according to God's will.  

In Romans 8:26-27 we read,  “Likewise the Spirit helps our infirmities. For we 
know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself [Himself] 
make intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. (in 
utterances not known to any human language) And he that searcheth the 
hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God."  The Aramaic 
translation says, "He ALSO knows the mind of the Spirit..."  Therefore when 
we pray in tongues, the Father searches our hearts, but He also knows the 
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mind of the Spirit. Therefore, when we pray in tongues, we pray according to 
the perfect will of God! 

In 1 Corinthians 14:14 we read, "“For if I pray in an unknown tongue, MY 
SPIRIT PRAYS, but my understanding is unfruitful.” Notice he said, “My spirit 
prays.” The Amplified Bible reads, “My spirit [by the Holy Spirit within me] 
prays . . . ."  When we pray in tongues, our spirit is in direct contact with God, 
Who is a Spirit. There is a partnership between the Holy Spirit and our human 
spirits. Let us look at another verse that confirms this.  

In 1 Corinthians 2:11 we read, "For what man knows the things of man 
except the spirit of man that is in Him? Even so no one knows the things of 
God except the Spirit of God.” We consist of spirit, soul and body. (1 
Thessalonians 5:23) When we receive Jesus, the life of Jesus comes into 
our human spirit by the Holy Spirit, and we are born again. We therefore have 
the perfect life of Jesus living in our born again spirits. Then in Proverbs 
20:27, we read that, "The spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord, searching the 
inner depths of his heart.” 

So what happens when we pray in tongues? Our human spirit who searches 
our hearts, knows our needs. The Holy Spirit, knows the will of God. So when 
we pray in tongues, the Holy Spirit together with our human spirit form a 
prayer partnership and prays according to the will of God. That is why Jesus 
said in John 16:13, "Whatever He (The Holy Spirit) hears; He will speak and 
tell you of things to come.” When we pray in tongues we often pray about 
things that are even hidden from our minds. We also read in 1 Corinthians 
14:2, “He that speaks in a tongue does not speak to men, but to God, for no 
one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.”  

I have noticed more divine appointments and wonderful opportunities after I 
had prayed much in tongues. I once heard a testimony of a well known pastor 
in the USA. One day he was invited to the White House to be an adviser to 
the president. When he asked God, why this happened, the Lord said that 
this was an answer to a prayer request. Without being aware of it, when he 
prayed in tongues, he was asking God to send him to the White House.   

In Ephesians 3:20, Paul writes and says, "God is able to do exceeding, 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power (of the Holy 
Spirit) that is in you." Therefore, as we pray in the spirit, or pray in tongues, 
we release the power that is in us for God to do exceedingly, abundantly, 
above all we ask or think.  

The sixth benefit is that tongues enables us to glorify God.  

Jesus said in John 16:15, that the Holy Spirit would glorify Him. In Acts 2:11, 
we read “... we hear them speaking in own tongues the wonderful works of 
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God.”  When we speak in tongues, we are often speaking about the 
wonderful works of God! We do not only speak in tongues, but we can also 
sing in tongues. We read in 1 Corinthians 14:15, “I will sing with the spirit, 
and I will also sing with the understanding."  When we sing in tongues, we 
give to God the most beautiful adoration that even goes beyond our natural 
abilities.  We can combine praise, worship and thanksgiving, with speaking in 
tongues. We can worship with our understanding, then take a step of faith 
and worship in tongues.  It is important that we are intentional when we 
speak, pray or sing in tongues lest we become like a "clanging symbol." (1 
Corinthians 13:1) 

The seventh benefit is that tongues enables us to be led by the Spirit.  

The Bible says, in Romans 8:14, "Those who are led by the Spirit are sons of 
God."  We also read in 1 Corinthians 14:21, "With men of other tongues and 
other lips I will speak to this people..." When we speak in tongues a lot, we 
will become more sensitive to the leading and the voice of God. It quietens 
our flesh, especially our carnal thoughts and enables our human spirit to have 
dominance over our minds and emotions. A good practice is to write down the 
questions we want to ask the Holy Spirit. We pray in tongues as a step of 
faith and then write down the impressions and the thoughts that come into our 
minds.  

The eighth benefit is that tongues enables us to grow spiritually:   

In the Book of James 3:2 we read that if we can control our tongue, we will 
be perfect. If the Holy Spirit has control of our tongue, He will also begin to 
control the rest of our lives. Tongues are the means by which our human 
spirit influences our soul or personality.  If Christ dwells in our spirit by the 
Holy Spirit, then that life will also influence our behavior. The Bible says in 
Galatians 5:16, "Walk in the Spirit and you will not fulfill the desires of the 
flesh." When we speak in tongues a lot, the life of Jesus in us, 'oozes' out of 
our spirit and influences our soul and body. I once heard of a lady who had an 
incurable sickness. When she prayed in tongues a lot, she was healed.   

Finally, speaking in tongues is often the entrance to the other gifts of the 
Holy Spirit and  connects us with the supernatural spirit world. In 1 
Corinthians 13:2 it is called the  language of angels. The more we speak  in 
tongues, the more we will experience wonderful things happening in our lives 
such as divine appointments and amazing opportunities. That is why Paul 
said, “I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than you all." Jesus said, 
“These signs will follow those who believe ... they will speak in new tongues.”I 
hope this brief study has inspired you to explore and tap into the wonderful 
benefits of this amazing gift.  Amen     
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3.5 Gifts of Holy Spirit:      
 
This is a huge subject and we could write volumes about each of these gifts. 

However, for the purposes of this study we will not go into great detail or 

theory, but look at these gifts from a practical point of view. To start off with 

this study, I want to look at some important verses in the Bible: concerning 

the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

- 1 Corinthians 12:1. “Now concerning Spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want 

you to be ignorant.” To be ignorant of Spiritual Gifts and to ignore them is 

disobedience to the Word of God!  

- 1 Corinthians 14:1. “Pursue love and desire spiritual gifts!" The word 

‘desire’ means ‘to strongly desire.’ Love and the gifts of the Spirit are 

supposed to work together. Furthermore, we demonstrate our love through 

the gifts. For example, if someone was lying critically ill in hospital and we 

came to visit him and said, "I just want to tell you that I love you, mamma also 

loves you and God loves you, die in peace!" That is not love! It would be 

better if we would demonstrate our love for him by using the gift of healings 

and healing him!  

- 1 Corinthians 1:7. “So that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the 

revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Some people say that the gifts petered 

out when Peter petered out. That is not true; they are to increase more and 

more as we approach the return of the Lord. In fact, the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

should be taken into the market place and not be confined within church 

buildings!  

- Romans 15:19. “In mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of 

God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully 

preached the gospel of Christ.” The preaching of the Gospel should be 

accompanied by the gifts of the Spirit. The Gospel is not good news unless 

we demonstrate its power through the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said in 

Mark 16:15-17, that “These signs shall follow those who believe…they shall 

cast out demons... they shall lay hands on the sick, etc.” 

The list of the gifts of the Spirit:  

1 Corinthians 12:6-8 “But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one 

for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, 

to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith 

by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another 
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the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of 

spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation 

of tongues.”  

1. Word of Wisdom:  

The word of wisdom is:  

(1) The ability to apply a revelation from the Lord.  (2) It is supernatural 

wisdom given to us in difficult situations to know what to do.  (3) It is wisdom 

that is greater than our maturity or our experience.  

We also have the example of how Solomon used the word of wisdom to solve 

the dispute between the two prostitutes and the baby in 1 King 3:22. In 

Matthew 22:17 we read how the Pharisees tested Jesus when they told Him, 

"Is it lawful to pay tribute to Caesar or not?" Jesus then used the word of 

wisdom and answered them and said in verse 21, "Render unto to Caesar 

the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's." 

In Mark 13:11, Jesus told His disciples, “... when they arrest you and deliver 

you up, do not worry beforehand, or premeditate what you will speak. But 

whatever is given you in that hour, speak that; for it is not you who speak, but 

the Holy Spirit.” He was saying to them that the church will be given 

supernatural wisdom in times of persecution. Many years ago there was a 

young Christian girl who lived in Russia during a time of severe persecution. 

On the way to church, she was stopped by a policeman who asked her where 

she was going. She received a word of wisdom and said to the policeman, 

"My Elder Brother has died and I am going to meet with my family to discuss 

the inheritance." After the meeting, on her way home she was stopped by the 

same policeman who asked her, "what happened?" She answered and said 

to them, "I am so happy, I received everything." 

In Colossians 3:16 we read, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 

wisdom.” The more we read and meditate on the word of God, the more we 

will be able to operate in this gift. 

2. Word of knowledge;  

The word of knowledge is: 

1. The supernatural knowledge given to us about a person or situation without 

receiving any prior information. 2. It is information that we receive that does 

not come from our natural senses.  
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We have the example of the woman at the well when Jesus said to her, "You 

have had five husbands and the man that you are living with now is not your 

husband." (John 4:16). We also have the example of Jesus and Zaccheas, 

when Jesus passed under the tree and said, "Zaccheas, come down..." (Luke 

19:5) In the Old Testament, we have the example of Elisha, who had a word 

of knowledge about the movements of the King of Syria. When the king of 

Syria asked, who gave information to the king of Israel, his servants said to 

him, “Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that 

you speak in your bedroom.”(2 Kings 6:12) 

This gift is a powerful tool to help us preach the gospel and to stir up faith for 

people to believe for miracles. A number of years ago we were doing an 

outreach on the streets of Moscow. A young Russian girl approached me and 

began talking to me to practice her English. I tried to share the gospel with 

her but she was not open to what I had to say. Suddenly a thought came into 

my mind and I said to her, "Your boyfriend has just left you and your heart is 

very broken about it." She stared at me with wide eyes and said, "How did 

you know?" I said to her, "God told me because He loves you so much, He 

wants to heal your broken heart." After that she was wide open and asked 

Jesus into her heart to become her Lord and Savior. 

We must also bear in mind that this gift is not to expose people and reveal all 

their 'dirty linen.' The Bible says that the "... manifestation of the Spirit is given 

to each one for the profit of all.” (1 Corinthians 12:7) Therefore, this gift is 

often activated when we pray for people from a heart of compassion and love. 

It can operate in a number of ways such as: (1) An impression or though that 

comes in to our minds. (2) A feeling or sensation in our bodies, especially 

when it operates together with the gift of healings. (3) An inner voice or a 

vision. 

3. Faith 

There is a difference between faith and the gift of faith. The gift of faith is 

defined as a supernatural surge of confidence in God's ability to do 

something supernatural or impossible. In other words, it is a sudden increase 

in the level of our faith. It can be likened to a hospital monitor. The normal 

fluctuation of the waves on the monitor is like our normal level of faith. But 

from time to time there is a sudden peak, which is like the gift of faith.  

We have examples from the book of Acts. For example, when Peter healed 

the lame man in Acts 3:6, he said to him, “Silver and gold have I none but 

such that I have I give unto you, in the name of Jesus, rise up and walk.” As 
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they walked past the lame man, there was a sudden surge of faith to heal 

him. We also have the example of Paul in Acts 14:9-10, when he healed a 

lame man. We read, “Paul observing him intently and seeing that he had faith 

to be healed said with a loud voice, ‘stand up straight on your feet.”  

Years ago, when I was at university, I held a house meeting in the city of 

Durban. The room was full of people, and I did not know that there was a 

woman in the meeting who was practically crippled and had to be propped up 

in a chair. The meeting was fairly dull so I asked someone to close in prayer. 

As he prayed, I felt a presence of the Holy Spirit and said to the group, that 

God wanted to do miracles. One Baptist girl was immediately baptized with 

the Holy Spirit; she fell to the floor and began to speak in tongues. Then 

someone said, "Let's pray for June" (the crippled lady). We held hands and 

just said, "Lord, heal June!" With that the crippled lady jumped out of her 

chair, ran around and began to hug everyone. That was a definite 

manifestation of the word of faith. Our faith level before then was 'below zero!' 

We stimulate this gift when we use our natural faith and take risks. This gift is 

often accompanied with a bold declaration of the word of God. For example, 

when Jesus stilled the storm, He spoke with authority, "Be still!" 

4.  Gifts of healings  

This gift is the ability to release the anointing to heal the sick and gives us the 

understanding how to pray for the sick.  The gift is plural and therefore, it 

means there are various ways we can use this gift, for example we can lay 

hands on the sick, anoint them with oil, or declare a word of faith over the 

sick, etc. This gift is often called, 'The dinner bell' of the gospel. It calls people 

to believe in Jesus. It is a powerful tool to bring people to Christ when 

accompanied with the preaching of the gospel. 

Jesus spent much of His time healing sick (Acts 10:38). This should also be 
the pattern of our lives. Jesus said in John 20:21, “As the Father has sent 
Me, I also send you.” Healing the sick should be our lifestyle. Jesus told His 
disciples in Matthew 10:7-8 "And as ye go, preach, saying, the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, and raise the dead, cast 
out devils: freely you have received, freely give." Notice it says, "as you go!" It 
is the normal Christian life. Although there are certain people who have a 
special anointing to heal the sick, it is open for all of us who believe. Jesus 
said in Mark 16:17, "These signs shall follow those who believe. ... they shall 
lay their hands on the sick and they shall recover." This gift is to 'all' who 
believe! That includes all of us! Therefore, the more we use this gift, the 
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stronger it will become. This gift can also be imparted when anointed people 
pray for us.  
 

5. Working of miracles:  

The working of miracles is the Holy Spirit's supernatural power to change a 

natural situation. It is usually a great miracle of healing; (healing the blind, 

deaf and crippled) where something is created that was not there in the first 

place. For example, when we pray for a blind person, the Holy Spirit can 

create a new retina or optic nerve. This gift is not limited only to the healing of 

the body, but also the changing of natural circumstances. For example, when 

Jesus stilled the storm, walked on water and multiplied five loaves and two 

fishes, He was using the gift of the 'working of miracles'.   

It is one of the greatest keys to revival. Paul said in Romans 15:18-19 “In 

mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from 

Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of 

Christ.” We 'fully' preach the gospel when we perform signs, wonders and 

miracles. Jesus gave us an amazing promise in John 14:12. “Truly I say to 

you, the works I do you will do and greater works than these because I go to 

be with My Father.” This is the normal Christian life! Without miracles, the 

gospel is not good news, and one miracle can do more than 100 sermons.  

We can pray this prayer in Acts 4:29-30. “… grant unto Your servants, 

(Dave)  that with all boldness they (I) may speak the word by stretching out 

Your hand to heal, that that signs and wonders may be done through Your 

Holy Servant Jesus.” I  

6. Discerning spirits:  

This gift is the ability to identify the motivating spirits behind a word, an action 
or an event. There are four spirits that we can discern:  
 
(1) Human spirit. John 1:47 "Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and said 
about him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!"  Jesus discerned 
the heart and spirit of Nathanial. We can discern whether or not people are 
open to God or not. We can also discern the needs and attitudes of people. 
 
(2) Angels: Act 27:23 “For there stood by me this night the angel of God, 
whose I am, and whom I serve." Paul discerned an angel with him in the boat. 
The Bible says we can entertain angels without even knowing about it. 
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(3) The Holy Spirit: Acts 15:28 "For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to 
us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things;" They 
discerned the mind of the Holy Spirit in the decision they took in this meeting. 
A number of years ago, a well-known preacher from Canada was preaching 
in our church in Pretoria. During the meeting, a young girl fell to the floor and 
began screaming. Those around her thought it was a demon and tried to 
drive it out of her. However, the preacher had discernment and said, "This is 
the Holy Spirit." When he asked the girl, why she screamed, she said, that 
she saw a vision of Jesus dying for her on the cross, and she began to 
scream in horror.  
 
(4) Demon spirits:  We read in  Acts 16 verses 16-18,  “And it came to pass, 
as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination 
met us, ... cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, 
which show unto us the way of salvation. ... But Paul, being grieved, turned 
and said to the spirit, I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out 
of her. And it came out the same hour.” To those around Paul this must have 
sounded like this woman was spiritual and sent by God. But Paul discerned a 
demon and cast it out. 
 
The gift of discerning of spirits is primarily used to set people free from 
demonic oppression. In my own experience, I have noticed that it is easier to 
cast out a demon once it has been discerned. It is important to realize that 
this gift is not given to embarrass people but to set them free. This gift only 
works in an atmosphere of love, or else we will judge and hurt the people that 
we want to help.  We read in Philippians 1:9-10. “And this I pray, that your 
love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, that 
you may approve the things that are excellent.” As our love abounds more 
and more, we will have more discernment. Furthermore, this gift operates in 
the atmosphere of purity and cleanliness. It will not operate if our minds are 
filled with unclean thoughts. 

Finally, there are three ways we can discern demons. Firstly, we can sense 

the presence of a demon; we often feel a pressure or uneasiness on us.  

Secondly, we can notice a demon through various facial expressions and 

manifestations in the body.  Thirdly, through the gift of discernment. The Holy 

Spirit gives us the name of the demon. 

7. Prophecy  

This gift is The Holy Spirit's message to a person.  It is to build up, comfort 

and encourage people and not given for admonition and personal direction. 

(That is the responsibility of a prophet)         In 1 Corinthians 14:3 we read, 

“But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to 

men.”  It is available to everyone in the church. We read 1 Corinthians 14:31 
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“For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be 

encouraged.” However, it should take place in a church where there are 

committed relationships. Furthermore, there should be enough love in the 

church to cover the mistakes of those who want to move in the gift of 

prophecy  

1 Corinthians 14:32 we read, that"... the spirits of the prophets are subject to 
the prophets."  We are in full control when we use this gift, therefore, we 
should be as natural as possible and avoid any super-spiritual tones of voice 
when we prophesy. It is also advisable to also avoid the words, "thus says the 
Lord."  We need to give people the freedom to tell us whether or not the 
prophecy was from God or not. 
 
This gift usually comes from an impression in our minds, a vision, or a certain 
thought pattern. As we take a step of faith and speak the words that we have 
received, then more words come to the mind and we speak them out. We can 
also use this gift when we counsel people. Sometimes we even prophesy 
without even realizing it.  
 

8. Kind of tongues: 

This gift is The Holy Spirit's words given to us in a language we have never 

learnt, that do not come from our minds but from our human spirits. There are 

four uses of the gift of tongues:  

(1) For personal edification: We read in 1Corinthians 14:4 "He that speaks in 
a tongue, edifies himself."  
  
(2) If this gift is accompanied by the gift of interpretation in the church, then 
this gift acts as a gift of prophesy. We read in 1 Corinthians 14:27 “If any 
men speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, 
and that by course; and let one interpret."   
 
(3) It enables us to speak in language you have never learnt before. In Acts 
2:8 we read, “And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we 
were born." The people heard them speaking in known languages on the day 
of Pentecost. When I was at university, my landlady gave me this amazing 
testimony. "One day I was preaching the gospel to a group of Zulus living 
near the city of Durban in South Africa.  They could not understand English 
and I could not understand their Zulu tongue. I spoke in English and what 
they heard was me speaking in Zulu. When they spoke back to me in Zulu, I 
heard was them speaking in English." I have heard many similar testimonies. 
This gift can help us preach the Gospel in languages that we do not 
understand 
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(4) The gift of tongues also helps us to pray according to the will of God. We 
read in 1 Corinthians 14:15 "What is the matter then? I will pray with the 
spirit, but I will also pray with my understanding." We read in Romans 8:26, 
"And likewise the Spirit also helps our infirmities; for we know not what we 
should pray as we ought, but the Spirit itself intercedes for us with groaning 

that cannot be uttered.” 
 
One of the controversies around this gift is that some say, it is not for 
everyone. They quote a verse in 1 Corinthians 12:30 where it says: "Have 
all the gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?" The 
answer is obviously NO, but this is referring to the public use of tongues in 
the context of a church meeting. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 14:5, "I would 
that you all spoke with tongues..." He then goes on to say in verse 18, that he 
speaks in tongues more than all. This is referring to our private use of this gift, 
which is available to all of us! Furthermore, we read in 1 Corinthians 14:39, 
"... do not forbid the speaking in tongues."  There is much more we can say 
about the gift of tongues. I have gone into more detail in the study called, 
"The importance of speaking in tongues."  
 

9. Interpretation of tongues. 

This gift is the Holy Spirits revelation of the message behind an utterance 

given in tongues.  Tongues and interpretation together operate as the gift of 

prophecy. We must note that it is an interpretation and not a translation. A 

translation is done word for word, but an interpretation takes an idea and puts 

it into its own words. That is why there is often a difference in the amount of 

words given in tongues and the amount of words given in the interpretation.  

In the context of a meeting, someone will give an utterance in tongues, and 

then it will be interpreted into a known language by someone else or by the 

same person. We read about this in 1 Corinthians 14:27 "If any men speak 

in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by 

course; and let one interpret."  However, if we give a message in tongues and 

no one interprets, we are then responsible to interpret our own tongue. The 

Bible says in 1 Corinthians 14:13, "Therefore, let him who speaks in a 

tongue pray that he may interpret." 

Finally:   1 Corinthians 12:7. “... the manifestation of the Spirit is given to 

each one for the profit of all” The use of the gifts of the Spirit bring great 

benefit to the local church and will enhance our own spiritual lives. In 

Proverbs 18:16, we read, “A man’s gift makes room for him, and brings him 

before great men.”  Wonderful opportunities will open for us when we become 
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serious about using the gifts of the Spirit. Therefore, as we have read before 

in 1 Corinthians 12:1. “Now concerning Spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want 

you to be ignorant.” Amen 

 

3.6. How to be led by the Holy Spirit 

Being led by the Holy Spirit is one of the most important keys to God’s 
blessing and success in ministry. As we obey the small promptings of the 
Holy Spirit, and are led by the Holy Spirit, we will have profound experiences 
with God. Jesus is our greatest example said in John 5:19, “The Son can do 
nothing of Himself but by what He sees the Father doing.” He was continually 
led by the Holy Spirit, that is why He was so successful and anointed in His 
ministry and calling. 

They interviewed a number of the great healing evangelists of the previous 
century and asked what was the key to their anointing and success.  Many of 
them said, “We learnt to be quiet before God and listen to the Holy Spirit.” 
They knew what it was to be led by the Holy Spirit. I once heard a story about 
a very successful and wealthy businessman, who was a multi-millionaire. He 
was asked why he was so successful. He said that he has a special room in 
his house and whenever he has to make an important business decision, he 
would go into this room, become quiet before God and listen to the Holy 
Spirit. He said that because of this practice, he has not made a wrong 
business decision for the past thirty years. 

Not only is it important for our ministry and calling, but also for our protection. 
I have read about those whom God has greatly used in China. Many testified 
of God’s protection from the authorities, because they were continually led by 
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit would warn them in advance if they were in 
danger. We are living in the last days, where persecution will increase against 
the church. The safest place for us to be is in the centre of God’s will, and in 
order to live there, we must be led by the Holy Spirit.    

The Bible says a lot about being led by the Holy Spirit, For example, 
in Romans 8:14 we read, “… as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God.” One of the ways that we know that we are truly born 
again, is the ability to be led by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit leads us 
because He lives in us. In Galatians 5:18 we read, “But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under the law.” As Christians, living under the New 
Covenant, we do not live by rules and regulations, but we are led by the Holy 
Spirit. 

There are conditions to being led by the Holy Spirit: 
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Firstly:  Our relationship with God is important:  A well-known verse 
in Proverbs 3:6 says, “In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths.”  The word, ‘acknowledge’ is the same Hebrew word that is used 
in Genesis 4:11, when it says that “Adam knew Eve.”   Therefore, the word 
acknowledge means intimacy! As we develop our intimacy and relationship 
with God in all our decisions, He will direct our paths; He will lead us by the 
Holy Spirit. The more we spend time in prayer, reading the Bible and worship, 
the more sensitive we will become to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

We also read in the book of Acts 13:2, “As they ministered to the Lord, and 
fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them.” (Acts 13:2) It was in the atmosphere of 
worship and fasting that they heard the voice of the Holy Spirit. Fasting is also 
one of the ways to help us to become more sensitive to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit. 

We read about Mary in Luke 10:39, “And she had a sister called Mary, which 
also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word.” It was at Jesus’ feet that she 
heard His word. on the other hand, Martha was so busy preparing food. If we 
are too busy, it will be difficult to hear the voice of the Holy Spirit. Sometimes 
we have to sit still! We must make our relationship with the Holy Spirit, a high 
priority, if we want to be led by the Holy Spirit. 

Secondly: We must be filled with the Holy Spirit: It says of Jesus in Luke 
4:1, “And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was 
led by the Spirit into the wilderness,” Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit, 
because He was filled with the Holy Spirit. This is very important if we want to 
be led by the Holy Spirit. There are many ways in which we can be filled with 
the Holy Spirit, such as prayer, worship, spending time in God’s presence, 
speaking in tongues, the laying on of hands, etc.  To be led by the Holy Spirit, 
we must also fill our minds with the thoughts of the Holy Spirit. In Romans 
8:5 we read, “… and those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit, think about 
things that please the Holy Spirit. (NLT) We will never be able to be led by the 
Holy Spirit, if we continually fill our minds with carnal thoughts. 

Thirdly: We must be committed to the local church: In Acts 13:2 we read, 
“As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.”  In the 
context of unity and relationships with other Christians, the Holy Spirit led 
them. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit often leads us through other people. We 
see this over and over again in the Bible, For example, we read about how 
Agabus gave Paul the word of the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts. That is why 
we should be committed to the local church and live in unity with other 
believers.  Jesus said, in John 10:3, “The sheep hear His voice.” Sheep are 
usually together in a flock. Therefore, those that stray away from the flock, 
who are not committed to other believers, are seldom led by the Holy Spirit. 
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Fourthly: Obedience to the Holy Spirit is important: We read in John 
10:4, “and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.” There is a 
connection between hearing His voice and following Jesus. As we continue to 
obey the Holy Spirit, He will continue to lead us. If we are not hearing the 
Holy Spirit speak to us, we may need to ask God to show us if there is any 
disobedience in our lives. We read about King Saul in the Old Testament, 
Because of his continual disobedience to God’s commands, he lost the ability 
to hear God’s voice. We have the contrast of King David, who continually 
enquired of the Lord and was led by the Holy Spirit because of his obedience. 

Fifthly: The importance of initiative: It is often in the context of movement 
that the Holy Spirit leads us.  Just as a stationery car cannot be directed, God 
will not lead us if we sit down and do nothing! When Paul decided to go to 
Asia, to preach the gospel, that the Holy Spirit led him to Macedonia.  Jesus 
said in Mark 16:15, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel…” It is God’s 
will that we intentionally,  share our faith with others and lead people to 
Christ. As we take initiative to preach the gospel, pray for the sick etc. The 
Holy Spirit will begin to lead us. In Matthew 10:7-8, “And as ye go, preach, 
saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 
raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.” In 1 
Samuel 10:7, Samuel said to Saul, “Do as the occasion demands for God is 
with you!” Sometimes, we must just do as the occasion demands! In the 
context of movement, the Holy Spirit leads! 

The Holy Spirit can lead us in the following ways: 

Firstly, through an inner witness or through our intuition: We just simply 
know deep down in our hearts, that what we should do. Or else a thought 
comes into our minds and we know that it is what the Holy Spirit wants us to 
do: In Acts 13:2 we have the example of the church leaders in Antioch. It 
says, as they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said; 
separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 
Thoughts came into their minds and they just knew what the Holy Spirit 
wanted to do. This is the most common way that the Holy Spirit leads us, 
through an inner witness or inner intuition. 

Secondly, The Holy Spirit can speak to us in an audible voice: This 
happens seldom, but there are examples in the Bible. We read in Acts 
10:19,  “And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat…” 

Thirdly,  The Holy Spirit can lead us through visions:  There are many 
examples in the Bible. We read about the experience of Ananias in the Acts 
9:13, “And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to 
him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, 
Lord.” The Holy Spirit probably spoke to him because he was spending time 
with God in prayer. 
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Fourthly: The Holy Spirit can speak to us through dreams:  God often led 
people in the Bible through dreams. We read about Paul in Acts 16, how a 
man from Macedonia appeared to him in a night vision, or a dream. We also 
have the example in Matthew 2:13,  how God led Joseph, the husband of 
Mary through dreams to go to Egypt and then to return to Israel. Dreams are 
an important way that the Holy Spirit leads us. If we have a dream and it is 
very clear, it is usually from the Holy Spirit. Many times, our dreams are 
symbolic, so we need to ask the Holy Spirit to show us what our dreams 
mean. It is a good practice to write down our dreams and ask God what He 
wants to show us. 

When we sleep at night, our body and our soul rests, but our spirit man which 
is connected to our heart, is wide awake. In Song of Solomon 5:2 we read, 
“I sleep, but my heart IS awake: it is the voice of my beloved that knocks…” 
In Job 33:14-16 we read, “For God speaks once, yea twice, yet man 
perceives it not.  In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls 
upon men, in slumberings upon the bed;  Then He opens the ears of men, 
and seals their instruction,”  God not only leads us through our dreams, but 
He can also heal us and minister to our deep needs during our dreams. 

Fifthly. The Holy Spirit can speak to us through the Bible: The Holy Spirit 
can highlight a certain verse or convict us of something in the Bible when we 
read it. In Jeremiah 15:16 we read, “Your words were found, and I did eat 
them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart.” The 
more we read the Word of God, the more opportunity we give the Holy Spirit 
to lead us. 

Sixthly. The Holy Spirit can lead us through the desires of the heart: The 
Bible says in Psalm 37:4, “Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you 
the desires of your heart.” He not only wants to give us what we desire, but 
also place in our hearts, His desires. Therefore, if we need direction in some 
area of our lives, we can delight in the Lord through praise, worship and 
adoration. As we do so, godly desires will come into our hearts and we will 
know what the Holy Spirit wants us to do. 

I heard the testimony of someone that wanted to know whether or not he 
should fly to another country for ministry. As he began to delight himself in the 
Lord, the Holy Spirit gave him a very clear indication in his heart that he 
should cancel the flight. He cancelled his booking and the following day the 
plane that he was supposed to be on crashed and everyone on board died. If 
we have a godly desire, it is often something that the Holy Spirit wants us to 
do. 

Seventhly. The Holy Spirit can lead us through the release of peace and 
joy: In Isaiah 55:12, we read, “For you shall go out with joy, and be led forth 
with peace:”  In the Colossians 3:15 we read, “And let the peace of God rule 
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in your hearts…” Often we know the leading of the Holy Spirit, by the 
experience of peace in our hearts. The word ‘rule’ hear means to arbitrate, or 
be the umpire. It is like an umpire blowing his whistle when we do something 
wrong. In the same way, the Holy Spirit blows his whistle by removing our 
peace. A lack of peace and joy is often a sign that something is wrong and we 
need to repent. When we grieve the Holy Spirit, we will lose our peace and 
joy. 

Romans 14:17 says, “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” One of the ways that 
we know that we are in the Kingdom of God, and in the will of God, is the 
evidence of peace and joy. If we do not lose our peace and joy, or if they 
increase, it is often a sign that we have made the right decision. If we lose our 
peace and joy, then we have probably made the wrong decision. 

For example, we can ask the following questions: Is it right or wrong to listen 
to secular music? Is it right or wrong to watch movies? Can I wear these 
clothes? May I drink wine? There are no right or wrong answers to these 
questions. The only answer is that we must be led by the Holy Spirit. If our 
decision does not affect the joy and peace, the answer is YES. On the other 
hand, if we do these things and we feel a spiritual dryness coming over us, 
and we lose our peace and joy, the answer is NO.   Many years ago, when I 
was studied at university, I wanted to visit my parents during the holidays. It 
seemed a good thing to do, but I lost my joy and peace when I made the 
decision to do so. When I phoned my mother, she told me not to come 
because they had too many visitors. 

Three important principles:  

We have three important principles of being led by the Spirit from the story 

where Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. We are all familiar with the story 

in John chapter 11. What we notice from this story, is that although He knew 

Lazarus was sick and was about to die, He waited two more days before He 

went to Bethany to pray for him. From this story, we find three important 

principles of how to be led by the Holy Spirit 

Firstly, we must never be led by human need. The need for Him to go and 

pray for Lazarus was urgent, but He waited two more days. There are many 

needs around us that could influence our decisions. However, it is important 

that we are led by the Holy Spirit and not by these needs. We have another 

example when Jesus healed the Canaanite woman. He did not immediately 

respond to her need of healing. The needs may be genuine, but we also need 

to do things in God's timing and be led by the Holy Spirit.  
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Secondly, we must not be led by the expectation of others. Martha and Mary 

both said to Jesus, "If you had been here..." They expected Him to 

immediately come. We have another example when they told Jesus that His 

brothers and mother wanted to see Him. Again He ignored their request and 

was not moved by human expectation. It is wise that we pray about what 

people expect of us and be led by the Holy Spirit. 

Thirdly, we must never be led by our emotions. Jesus loved Lazarus and 

even wept when He spoke to Mary, but He was not going to allow that to 

influence His decisions. Emotions can be very deceptive and can lead us 

away from God's will. Furthermore, emotions' such as fear, worry and anger 

can prevent us being led by the Holy Spirit. In Isaiah 55:12 it says, you will be 

"led forth with peace." We need to be free from emotional pressure if we want 

to be led by the Holy Spirit. 

Finally, The Holy Spirit also wants to lead us in the small decisions that we 
take: The Holy Spirit does not only want to lead us in our big decisions, but 
also in the small decisions that we need to make all day long. He does not 
only want to show us the way we should go, but He also wants to direct our 
steps! (Proverbs 3:6) For example, how we should spend our time, what 
foods we should eat, which relationships are important, etc. I once heard a 
testimony of someone who wanted to lose weight. He tried many different 
diets, but to no avail. He then committed his eating habits to the Holy Spirit 
and in a short time he lost a lot of weight. 

I trust that this study has been a blessing to you and will motivate you to 
make it a high priority to always be led by the Holy Spirit.  “For as many as 
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” (Romans 8:14)  Amen 

 

3.7 The Cost of the Anointing 

In this study we will briefly discuss, the cost of the anointing. In the Kingdom 

of God, we receive by grace all the benefits that Jesus obtained for us at the 

cross, for example, salvation, healing, deliverance, freedom, joy, etc. In 

Ephesians 2:8 it says that “By grace you are saved through faith…” Although 

this applies to our salvation, it can also apply to other areas of our lives as 

well. Grace is what God does for us, faith is what we do to receive that what 

God gives us through grace.  

However, to have the anointing of the Holy Spirit and the power of God is not 

free. In the Parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25:1-10, we read about the 
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wise and foolish virgins. The difference between these two groups of people 

was the amount of oil that they had. The oil speaks of the Holy Spirit, and 

especially about the anointing of the Holy Spirit. They all had oil in their 

lamps.  Then lamps here speak about our human spirit. For in Proverbs 

20:27 we read that the "The spirit of man is the candle (or lamp) of the 

LORD." When we are born again, the Holy Spirit comes into our human spirit 

and we are “Born of the Spirit.” (John 3:6)  

We read in further in Matthew 25:8-9, where the foolish virgins said to the 

wise, "Give us some of your oil for our lamps are going out. But the wise 

answered and said, 'no, lest there be not enough for us and you, but go 

rather to those who sell and buy for your selves."  

We notice two very important truths here: Firstly, the foolish virgins were 

unable to receive oil from the wise. In the same way, we cannot always 

depend on the anointing of those who paid the price for it. For example, to 

always rely on others to pray for us, heal us, encourage us, etc. Secondly, the 

foolish had to go and buy oil from those that sold oil This implies that there 

was a price they had to pay for the oil. Therefore, there is a price that we 

must pay to be anointed and to be full of the Holy Spirit.  In Acts 6:3 we read, 

“Seek out seven men filled with the Holy Spirit.” This implies that there were 

those who were filled and those who were not filled with the Holy Spirit, even 

though they were all Born Again. Therefore, the reason why certain people 

are filled, and others not, is that those who were filled, paid the price to be so. 

Measure and flow: 

Jesus said in John 7:37-38, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and 
drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water.  But this spoke He of the Spirit...” We have a similar 
verse in Ezekiel 47:1, We read that, “Water flowed from the threshold of the 
house, eastward…” (The Bible says that our bodies are the temple of the 
Holy Spirit) In verses 3-5, we read, “And when the man went out to the east 
with the line in his hand, he measured one thousand cubits, and he brought 
me through the waters; the water came up to my ankles. Again he measured 
one thousand and brought me through the waters; the water came up to my 
knees. Again he measured one thousand and brought me through; the water 
came up to my waist. Again he measured one thousand, and it was a river 
that I could not cross; for the water was too deep, water in which one must 
swim, a river that could not be crossed. 

 

What does it mean to be measured? We find the answer in Ezekiel 42:20, 

where the measurement was "to separate what is holy from the profane." God 
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is holy; and that which is not of God is profane! Therefore, if the Holy Spirit 

measures us, He will separate from us all that which is unholy and that which 

is against His will. We have the similar idea when Jesus talked about the 

pruning of the vine in John 15. The more the vine was pruned, the more fruit 

the vine bore. 

The Holy Spirit is like the man with the measuring line. Therefore, if we allow 

Him to measure our lives, and to separate from us those things that are 

unholy and not pleasing to God, the more we will experience the anointing 

and the flow of the Holy Spirit. It is not necessarily only a major critical step of 

surrender or obedience, but it can be an ongoing process of allowing the Holy 

Spirit to change our lives. Furthermore, He not only wants to put His finger on 

our obvious sins, but also the sins of the heart, such as our attitudes, motives, 

thoughts, etc.  

In Ezekiel 20:16 we read about the "idols of the heart." These are the things 

in our hearts that take the place of our love and devotion to Jesus.  Although 

there are certain things we do not consider sinful, for example: The programs 

or the films that we watch, our hobbies, the books that we read, our love for 

sports, or the demands of our children or grandchildren, etc. These things can 

be idols in our hearts that can hinder the anointing and quench the Holy 

Spirit. We also note that the more the man measured the river, the deeper the 

level of the water and the greater the flow in the river. So, the more we allow 

the Holy Spirit to "measure" us, the greater we will experience the flow and 

anointing of the Holy Spirit.  

A profile of four types of Christians: 

The ankle deep Christian, is someone can move fairly freely in the river and 

even walk against the flow of the river. It is like someone who lives 

independently to the Holy Spirit: He goes to church when it suites him, He 

occasionally prays when he has a crisis. He sometimes reads his Bible. He 

basically does his own thing and is not aware of being led by the Holy Spirit. 

He gives occasionally, as long as it is not too much of a sacrifice. He would 

rather give in to the demands of his family, children or grandchildren than to 

get involved in the church. He is aware of some influence of the Holy Spirit on 

his life, but his anointing is very limited, it is only “ankle deep.”  

The knee deep Christian, has less independence than the ankle deep 

Christian. He no longer moves freely in the river and is more aware of the 

presence and leading of the Holy Spirit. However, he still basically does as he 

pleases. He regularly goes to church, pays his tithes and will even have a 
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disciplined devotional life. However, he still determines where he lives and 

works, and whom he marries. He will still put the demands of his family, 

relatives and friends before fellowship with other Christians. In the eyes of 

many, he is following the Lord and is regarded as quite a good Christian. 

 The waist deep Christian, is someone that can no longer can go against the 

flow of the river and move freely in the river. However, his feet can still touch 

the bottom of the river. He is someone who prays and reads his Bible 

regularly. He is committed to the local church and even pays his tithes. He 

leads people to Christ, prays for the sick and can even preach a good 

message. He may even be a successful leader in the body of Christ, and 

many will regard him as being very spiritual.  

However, because he can still stand in the river, he has not made a total 

surrender of his life to Christ. He still holds onto his possessions as if they are 

his own, and is not able to trust God to provide all his needs.  There is 

therefore a limit to how much he will sacrifice for the sake of the Kingdom of 

God. However, Jesus said in Luke 14:33, “Whoever of you who does not 

forsake all that he has, cannot be My disciple.” This takes us to the next level 

of commitment.  

The water over the head Christian is someone whose feet can no longer 

touch the bottom of the river and has totally lost his independence. He can 

only go where the river takes him!  He will do whatever the Holy Spirit tells 

him to do, even if it costs him everything. He lives in total dependence on the 

Holy Spirit. His finances, possessions and time wholly belong to the Lord. He 

lives according to 2 Corinthians 5:15 that says, “That they which live should 

not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and 

rose again.” Those who live this way will experience an unlimited flow of 

God’s power, anointing and blessing in their lives. 

Ezekiel 47:7 says wherever the water flows there will many trees. This 

implies a fruitful and productive life. In Ezekiel 47:9, we read that there will be 

life, many fish and healing. This implies the salvation of souls, the life of the 

Holy Spirit, healings and miracles. Therefore, as we totally yield to the Holy 

Spirit, God will greatly use us and bless us. Someone once said, “The world 

has yet to see what God can do with a man or a woman who is fully 

consecrated to Him." 

There are many modern day examples of those who paid the price and were 

greatly anointed. For example, A.A. Allan, who was probably one of the most 

anointed healing evangelists of the previous century. The Holy Spirit gave 
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him a list of things that needed to change in his life in order to be anointed. 

One of the most anointed people that I have ever met was challenged by the 

Lord never to say "no Lord" again. This person has planted thousands of 

churches and has a phenomenal anointing for healing.   

 The most anointed man in the Old Testament was probably Elisha. We read 

in 1 Kings 19:21, how that when Elijah called him, he was plowing with 

twelve yoke of oxen. He immediately burnt all his plows, sacrificed the oxen, 

and followed Elijah.  He went from being a wealthy farmer, to a servant that 

washed the hands of Elijah. As a result he eventually received a double 

portion of Elijah's anointing.   

We have the example of Paul in the New Testament. He said in Philippians 

3:8, "I count all things but loss for the Excellency of the knowledge of Christ 

Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 

them but dung, that I may win Christ."  He was prepared to do anything and 

go anywhere for Jesus and that is why he had such an incredible anointing. 

Jesus, our greatest example said, "Not My will, but Yours be done." He was 

prepared to die on the cross for us and pay the ultimate price! That is why we 

read in John 3:34, that as a man, He was "given the Spirit, without measure." 

A final thought: Whatever the Holy Spirit measures in our lives, will go 

through the process of death and resurrection. We read in Ezekiel 47:9 that 

wherever the river went, there was life.   Therefore, whatever we allow the 

Holy Spirit to measure and to separate  unto God, will become a source of 

life. For example, if we allow the Holy Spirit to measure our tongue, God will 

use our tongue to become a fountain of life to others. If we allow Him to 

measure our eyes, he will use our eyes to show compassion and love to 

others. If we allow Him to measure our finances, He will release finances 

through us to bless others, etc. 

The anointing is not only to empower us  for ministry and miracles; but it will 

affect our eternal inheritance. We read in Matthew 25:10, "and they that were 

ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut." The wise 

virgins were ready to meet the Bridegroom, because they had oil in their 

vessels. They were willing to pay the price and buy the oil! We are living in 

the end times, Jesus, our Heavenly Bridegroom is about to return. The only 

way we will be ready for His return, is to pay the price now and be filled with 

the Holy Spirit. Amen 
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3.8. The glory of the Lord 
 
The Bible says a lot about the glory of the Lord. There had been a renewed 
emphasis on the glory worldwide, as we approach the return of Jesus and the 
age. The Bible says that, “The knowledge of the glory of the Lord will cover 
the earth as the waters cover the sea.” (Habakkuk 2:14)  Firstly, what is the 
glory of God. Secondly, how do we attract the glory of the Lord. Thirdly, what 
happens when God’s glory is manifested. 

What is the glory? 

1. The glory on the other hand is a supernatural outward manifestation 
of God’s presence:  

It usually comes upon a group of people and does not depend on any 
individual. It is often unexpected and is initiated by the Holy Spirit. For 
example on the day of Pentecost, there was an outward manifestation of a 
rushing mighty wind and all the disciples were filled with the Spirit. Usually, 
the manifestation of God’s glory is more powerful than just the experience of 
His anointing. Many more are saved and healed and delivered when God’s 
glory manifests. Although we cannot initiate the glory of the Lord, we can 
prepare ourselves to receive it! 

There is a difference between the anointing and the glory. The anointing is 
the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit that flows out from an individual, 
to do the works of Jesus. Jesus said in John 7:37, “Out of your heart shall 
flow rivers of living water.” The anointing is upon  people in order to minister 
to people. We can determine our level of anointing by certain actions that we 
take. For example, others can pray for us, our anointing is increased through  
various disciplines such as speaking in tongues, fasting and reading the Bible 
etc. 

We have the illustration of the Tabernacle in the Old Testament: The 
Tabernacle consisted of three parts, the Outer Court, the Holy Place and the 
Holiest of All. The outer Court was lit up by natural light, which is a type of the 
natural man controlled by his senses. The Holy Place was lit up by the golden 
lamp stand,  which is a type of the Anointing of the Holy Spirit. The priests 
had to attend to this lamp stand in order for it to give light. In the same way, 
we have to regularly attend to our anointing. The Holiest of All, where the Ark 
was kept, was lit up by the glory of the Lord. It was there, that God 
manifested Himself to the Children of Israel. (See 1 Samuel 4:21) The Holiest 
of All was a place where, “heaven touched earth!” 
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2. The glory of the Lord is the manifestation of heaven on earth. 

There are a number of examples in the Bible. For example, we read about the 
death of Stephen in Acts 7:55 “But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up 
steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God.” What did he see? He saw heaven on earth. This is also 
happened on the mount of transfiguration. The disciples saw Jesus 
transformed and Moses and Elijah appearing with him. They saw a cloud 
envelope them and the voice of God coming out of the cloud. It was heaven 
appearing on earth! John, who was there said in John 1:14, “We beheld His 
glory.”  In 2 Peter 1:16, Peter said, that “We were eyewitnesses of His 
majesty.” 

When God’s glory is revealed, there is often a manifestation angels. For 
example, the servant of Elisha saw chariots of fire and angels when God 
opened his spiritual eyes. When Jacob had a dream about the “house of God 
being the gate of heaven,” he saw a ladder with angels ascending and 
descending on it. (Genesis 28:12)  There are many other examples of this 
throughout the Bible.  The glory often manifests as a cloud, wind or fire. In 2 
Chronicles 5:14 we read that “the house was filled with a cloud…”  On the 
mount of transfiguration, the disciples saw a cloud enveloping them. When 
Jesus ascending into heaven, He was taken up in a cloud. This is a frequent 
occurrence in modern church history. For example during the Asuza street 
revival, a glory cloud appeared in the services. This cloud was so thick that 
the children used to play hide and seek in this cloud. When this happened, 
there was often a great manifestation of miracles. We have other examples in 
the Bible, for example, on the day of Pentecost there was the manifestation of 
a mighty rushing wind. In the Old Testament, Elijah ascended into heaven in 
a chariot of fire. In Hebrews 1:17 we read that the God makes His “angels 
spirits and His ministers a flame of fire.” 

In 2 Chronicles 5:14 we read that “the house was filled with a cloud…”  On 
the mount of transfiguration, the disciples saw a cloud enveloping them. 
When Jesus ascending into heaven, He was taken up in a cloud. This is a 
frequent occurrence in modern church history. For example during the Asuza 
street revival, a glory cloud appeared in the services. This cloud was so thick 
that the children used to play hide and seek in this cloud. Usually when this 
happened, there was a great outbreak of miracles when this happened. We 
have other examples in the Bible, for example, on the day of Pentecost there 
was the manifestation of a mighty rushing wind. In the Old Testament, Elijah 
ascended into heaven in a chariot of fire. In Hebrews 1:17 we read that the 
God makes His “angels spirits and His ministers a flame of fire.” 

3. The glory of God, is the weighty presence of the Holy Spirit. 
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The Hebrew word for glory is “kovod” which means weight. We read about 
the glory of the Lord coming into the temple in 2 Chronicles 5:14, “So that 
the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud: for the glory of 
the LORD had filled the house of God.” That is why some people fall under 
the power when the Holy Spirit comes upon them. This also happened to 
Paul when he was knocked off his donkey on the way to Damascus. It says 
in Acts 9:3-4, ” there shined round about him a light from heaven, and he fell 
to the earth….”  The weighty presence of the Holy Spirit knocked him off his 
donkey. In Revelations 1:17 we read how John saw Jesus in His glorified 
body and fell down before Him in awe. Usually, when this happens, people 
have a wonderful encounters with God, their lives are radically changed and 
they receive amazing miracles. 

4. The glory of the Lord is the revelation of God’s goodness and 
greatness: 

In Exodus 33:18-19, we read “And he (Moses) said, I beseech thee, show 
me thy glory.  And he (God) said, I will make all my goodness pass before 
thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee.” The name of the 
Lord, is His nature and character. Those who experience the glory of the 
Lord, often become overwhelmed by God’s  goodness and love.  The glory of 
God, is the manifestation of who God is.  In Hebrews 1:3 we read that Jesus 
was the “brightness of His glory, and the express image of His person...” 
Jesus revealed the character and the attributes of the Father. 

5. The glory is the revelation of the awesome fear and the of the Lord: 

For example, when Jacob saw the “house of God and the gate of heaven” 
in Genesis 28:17 he said, “How dreadful is this place! this is none other but 
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” When people see the 
manifestation of God’s glory, often a holy fear and awe overwhelms them. 
The same thing happened to Isaiah. In Isaiah 6:1 we read “I saw the Lord 
sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the 
temple.” In verse 5, he says, ““Woe is me, for I am undone!” 

The glory of God is wonderful and greatly to be desired, but if there is 
compromise and deliberate sin in our lives it can be dangerous and even kill 
us. We have the example of Ananias and Sapphira in the book of Acts, who 
died when they lied to the Holy Spirit. Many who have seen the glory have 
fallen down before God in great fear. The  Ark of the Covenant, which is a 
type of God’s glory, brought judgment to the Philistines but greatly blessed 
the house of Obededom. In the same way, when our hearts are right before 
God, His glory will greatly bless us. On the other hand, the same glory can 
bring judgment. 

How do we attract the glory of the Lord? 
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Although we cannot initiate the manifestation of the glory, we can prepare 
ourselves to invite the glory of the Lord. In Isaiah 40:3-5 we read, "Prepare 
ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God ... 
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together:"  We can "prepare the way" for the glory to be revealed! 

1. The glory is attracted by our commitment and hunger for God:  

On the day of Pentecost, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit was due to the 
constant prayers and dedication of the believers. They prayed steadily for ten 
days. In the Old Testament, the angel Gabriel appeared to Daniel after he 
prayed and fasted for 21 days. Therefore, if we have a great desire to meet 
with God, it will prepare us to experience His glory. Therefore, radical 
obedience to the Holy Spirit is very important.  Many of those who paid the 
price, through martyrdom or suffering for Jesus, experienced the glory of the 
Lord. During the time of communism, Pastor Richard Wurmbrand of Romania 
was in prison for thirteen years, and was tortured for his faith. He said that the 
walls of his prison cell  often  glowed with the glory of the Lord and he also 
often saw angels. We have the example in the book of Acts where the glory 
of God appeared to Stephen as he died for his faith. 

2. The glory of the Lord is attracted through praise, worship and 
speaking in tongues:  

There are many testimonies of those who have entered into the glory during 
times of worship and adoration. We read about the priests worshipping God 
in 2 Chronicles 5:13, “It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers 
… praised the LORD, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endures for ever: 
that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the LORD.” 
When we worship the Lord, we harmonize with heaven and we attract His 
glory. I have heard of some who saw the manifestation of angels and the 
glory of God when they spoke in tongues a lot. That is why it says in 1 
Corinthians 13:1 that tongues is the language of angels.  

4. We attract God’s glory through deep brokenness and repentance 

This has been the pattern of many revivals in the past. We have the example 
of the Hebrides revival, about  70 years ago.  When they repented of their 
divisions and conflict, the glory of God came upon the whole island and 
practically everyone was saved. In Acts 3:19 we read, "Repent therefore, 
and be converted, so that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord." We read in Isaiah 
57:15, "I dwell in the high and holy place, with him who has a contrite spirit 
and a broken heart, to revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the hearts 
of the humble ones." Jesus said in Matthew 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in 
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heart, for they shall see the Lord.” This can refer to eternity, but holiness and 
purity of heart is essential if we want to experience the glory of the Lord.  

What happens when God’s glory is manifested. 

Firstly, lives are transformed: 

When Moses spent 40 days in the presence of the Lord, his face shone and 
his whole countenance changed. We also read in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “But 
we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord.” Therefore, we do not always have to have some great encounter for 
our lives to change. As we spend time regular time in the His presence in 
worship and adoration we become changed into His likeness. This can be a 
gradual process. 

In John 17:22-23, Jesus said, “And the glory which You gave Me I have 
given them, that they may be one just as We are one:  I in them, and You in 
Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that 
You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.” There are a 
number of things that happen when Jesus gives us His glory. Firstly, it says 
here, “that they may be One as we are one…” This means that the glory can 
affect our relationships. There will be a great manifestation of God’s love. We 
notice that relationships are restored, Secondly, it will bring such a 
transformation in the church, that it will enable the church to influence the 
world. 

Secondly, great and wonderful miracles take place when God’s glory is 
revealed. 

We read in Luke 5:17 about the ministry of Jesus, “The power of the Lord 
was present to heal them.” Great and powerful miracles take place when 
God’s glory is revealed. This happened in the ministry of Smith Wigglesworth 
and some of the healing evangelists. Large crowds of people were healed 
and saved without anyone praying for them. There are often strange and 
wonderful manifestations. In God’s glory, people have been transported 
supernaturally, such as what happened to Philip. Others have experienced a 
change in the time continuum where distance is shortened when travelling 
from one place to another. Often supernatural provision takes place, food is 
multiplied, or people go for extended times with no food without any 
manifestation of hunger. Metals are removed from bodies and body parts are 
replaced. Paul said in Philippians 5:19, “May God supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Often, God’s resources are 
located in His glory. 

Thirdly, the glory of God will result in a great harvest of souls: 
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In Habakkuk 2:14 we read that, “For the earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.” There will 
be a great harvest in the end times and the manifestation of God’s glory will 
enable us to bring in that harvest. In Isaiah 60:1-3 we read, “Arise, shine; for 
thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. For, behold, 
the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the 
LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.  And the 
Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy 
rising.” In verse 5 we read, “Then you shall see and become radiant, And 
your heart shall swell with joy; because the abundance of the sea shall be 
turned to you, the wealth of the Gentiles shall come to you.” Although this is 
probably referring to the nation of Israel, it could also refer to the great 
harvest of souls that will come just before the return of Jesus. 

Finally: The greatest manifestation of glory will take place one day when we 
go into eternity to be with Jesus. We will live in God’s glory forever and ever. 
In 1 Corinthians 2:9-10 we read, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love Him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit.”  Amen 

 

3.9. The school of the Holy Spirit 

Our Christian walk is like a school or a training program. God has more in 

mind for us than just saving us and taking us to heaven. In Philippians 3:14, 

in the Passion Translation  we read, "I admit that I haven’t yet acquired the 

absolute fullness that I’m pursuing, but I run with passion into his abundance 

so that I may reach the purpose that Jesus Christ has called me to fulfill and 

wants me to discover."  Just as in a natural school, there are certain 'subjects' 

that we must pass in order to qualify, so it is in the School of the Holy Spirit. 

There are certain lessons that we need to learn in order to experience God's 

blessings and power so that we can be fruitful in the Kingdom of God. The 

main objective that the Holy Spirit wants to achieve in our lives is Christ-

likeness. He wants to 'put us on the cross' so that we can experience the life 

of Christ.   

We have been called to be like Jesus, for He is our example of how we 

should live. We read in Romans 8:28-28, "And we know that all things work 

together (The School of the Spirit!) for good to them that love God, to them 

who are the called according to his purpose.  For whom he did foreknow, he 

also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son,..." Paul also 
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says in Galatians 4:19, "My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until 

Christ be formed in you."  

Why is Christ-likeness so important?  

First of all, it will make us more fruitful in our calling and ministry. Jesus said 

in John 15:16, "I have called you and appointed you to go and bear fruit and 

that your fruit shall remain." Fruitfulness is the will of God for us. In John 15 

Jesus said that He is vine and we are the branches and as we allow the 

Father to prune us, which He does through the School of the Spirit, we will 

bear more fruit.  

In 2 Peter 1:3-5, we have a list of character traits that God wants us to have 

such as, faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, brotherly kindness and love. In 

verse 8 we read, "For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you 

that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 

Jesus Christ." The nature of Christ in us, makes us fruitful in what God wants 

to do through us! It says in 2 Timothy 2:21, "Therefore if anyone cleanses 

himself from the latter, (the flesh and the old nature) he will be a vessel for 

honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work." 

Secondly, it will affect our relationship with the Lord. We read in Matthew 5:8. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.” The word, ‘see’ in the 

original Greek can also mean to 'perceive' God. In other words, God becomes 

real to those who have a pure heart. Unclean thoughts and actions causes 

hearts to be darkened we lose the desire for the things of God. We have a 

very important warning in Hebrews 12:14: “Pursue peace with all people, and 

holiness, without which, no one will see the Lord:” Although this may speak 

about eternity, holiness on earth, will enable us to "see the Lord." 

Thirdly, it will affect our eternal inheritance: In 2 Corinthians 4:17, we read, 

"For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more 

exceeding and eternal weight of glory." In 1 Corinthians 9:25, Paul says, "A 

true athlete will be disciplined in every respect, practicing constant self-control 

in order to win a laurel wreath that quickly withers. But we run our race to win 

a victor’s crown that will last forever." In eternity, we will have responsibilities 

and privileges which will depend on how much we have allowed the nature of 

Christ to develop in us on earth. The Bible says that we will reign with Christ 

in eternity. Therefore, on earth we are being trained to reign forever!  

The School the Holy Spirit: 
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There are two ways that the Holy Spirit changes us to become like 

Jesus.  

The first is a subconscious work in us that that changes us from within. In 2 

Corinthians 3:18 we read, "But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a 

mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 

glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord." When this happens,  we grow 

spiritually without even being aware of it. This is what is meant by "being 

sanctified by the Holy Spirit."  (Romans 15:16) 

The second way that the Holy Spirit changes us is externally. This is where 

He uses "The School of the Spirit to take us through various situations, 

experiences and tests. As we yield to the Holy Spirit in this school, and we 

apply the word of God to our lives, we will grow spiritually and we become 

more like Jesus. Just as in a natural school, a student has to pass exams to 

be promoted to the next level, so it is in the school of the Holy Spirit.  

Paul says in Romans 5:4-5, "And not only that, but we also glory in 

tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance;  and 

perseverance, character; and character, hope...." In Psalm 66:10-12 we 

read, "For You, O God, have tested us; You have refined us as silver is 

refined." It then lists a number of ways that we are tested." We then read in 

verse 12, "But You brought us out to rich fulfillment." This can also mean, He 

brought me out into a moist place, or a place of anointing.  Another translation 

says, a broad place, or a place of greater freedom! The troubles and 

frustrations we go through in life are often opportunities for spiritual growth 

and increase. We can only impart to others, that what we have gained by 

experience! 

There are three things that are important in the School of the Spirit: 

The first is time:   Just as in a natural school, the student has to spend time 

studying and working if he wants to succeed. The same is true in the school 

of the Spirit. We have to spend time developing our personal relationship with 

God. In Matthew 6:6 in the Passion Translation, we read, "But whenever you 

pray, go into your innermost chamber and be alone with Father God, praying 

to him in secret. And your Father, who sees all you do, will reward you 

openly." All the great men and women of God in the Bible, including Jesus, 

spent  time with God in prayer. Furthermore, it does take time to grow 

spiritually and increase our anointing and effectiveness . Much of the spiritual 

wealth that we share with others is as a result of our years of experience. 
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The second is obedience:  It is pointless spending much time with God, going 

through many trials if we do not pass our tests. Trials and tests do not change 

us, but it is obedience and yielding to the will of God in those trials that 

changes us! For example, the Children of Israel were tested for forty years in 

the wilderness, but they received no benefit because of their continual 

disobedience. We must come through our trials to a place of finality.  

We have the example of Job. We read in James 5:11, "You have heard of 

the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord." When Job 

passed his test, it came to an end and he received a double blessing. 

Therefore, when The Holy Spirit has achieved His objective in a certain area 

in our lives, the tests will stop. For example, if we pass the test of being 

offended, people will usually stop offending us. If we pass our financial tests 

and we are free from the love of money, God will trust us with unlimited 

resources. 

In Jeremiah 48:11 we have a great illustration of the school of the Spirit. 

"Moab has been at ease from his youth; He has settled on his dregs, and has 

not been emptied from vessel to vessel, nor has he gone into captivity. 

Therefore his taste remained in him, and his scent has not changed." The 

method of purifying wine in Bible times was to pour the wine into various 

vessels. In each vessel the dreggs would settle to the bottom of the vessel 

and the wine would be poured out into another vessel. This process would 

continue until the wine was pure and it would have a beautiful taste. However, 

if wine stayed in one vessel too long, the dreggs would ferment and 

contaminate the wine and it would become bitter.  

Therefore, Holy Spirit will "pour" us into various situations, so that we will 

become like pure wine with the  beautiful fragrance of the life of Jesus. 

However, if we do not yield to the Holy Spirit, we will be like wine that is 

contaminated and become bitter with God and with others. The vessels are 

like various situations and tests that the Holy Spirit takes us through. For 

example, our relationship with our spouse, our attitude towards our finances, 

our attitudes at work or in the church, etc. As we have the right attitude when 

we go through these tests, we will grow spiritually and God will use us more 

and more.  

The third is attitude:  Attitude is defined by the way we react in a given 

situation or relationship. In Proverbs 16:2 we read, "Man's ways are right in 

his own eyes, but God weighs the spirits." God is interested in our motives 

and attitudes and not  just in our actions. Therefore, it is not only important 
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what we do, but how we do it. It is no use obeying God with a bad attitude! 

For example we know that giving is important. However, in  2 Corinthians 

9:7 it says "God loves a cheerful giver." God not only wants us to give, but to 

give with the right attitude! David wrote in Psalm 40:8, "I delight to do Your 

will."  Therefore, it is important to do the will of God, but to do it with a willing 

heart!  Paul says in 2 Corinthians 12:15, "Therefore I take pleasure in 

infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s 

sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong." As we rejoice in difficult 

situations, forgive those who offend us, love people even when it is not easy 

to do so and obey God even when it is difficult, we will grow in Christ-likeness 

and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

God's grace is sufficient:  

There may be some of us who are struggling with obedience and our 

attitudes. We try and fail and try again and fail again. There are three things 

that releases the grace of God to help us pass our tests in the School of the 

Holy Spirit.  

This first is deep brokenness and repentance: In Isaiah 57:15 we read  that, 

"God revives the spirit of the humble and revives the heart of the contrite 

ones."  There are many other scriptures that confirm this truth. Therefore, if 

there is deep repentance and remorse in any area in our lives, God will 

release His grace to give us the victory in that area. The second is a radical 

and decisive steps of obedience. We read in the book of Daniel, how Daniel 

and his three friends, "Purposed in their hearts not to defile themselves." We 

can make a radical decision to "chose life!" The third is to depend on the Holy 

Spirit to help us.  In Romans 8:26, we read that the "Spirit also helps in our 

weaknesses." The Bible says in 1 Peter 5:5, that "God gives grace to the 

humble." We can ask the Holy Spirit to give us the grace to obey and to have 

the right attitude.  

Finally: we read in Hebrews 12:11 in the  Passion Translation, "Now all 

discipline seems to be more pain than pleasure at the time, yet later it will 

produce a transformation of character, bringing a harvest of righteousness 

and peace to those who yield to it." The blessings and the enjoyment we 

receive when we pass our tests in the School of the Spirit, will far outweigh 

the difficulties and the sufferings of the tests that we go through. Therefore, 

may God bless you as you go through the school of the Spirit, allow the Holy 

Spirit to change you and increase your level of blessing and fruitfulness. 

Amen 
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You can download this material from our website: glory2gl.com 

or contact us via e mail at: daveandfran@highrange.org 

 

 

 

 

 


