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7:1 Ministering to the Lord  

In this study, I want to share with you about the importance of 
ministering to the Lord. As important that ministering to people is, 
our highest calling is to minister to the Lord. We read in the book of 
Acts, "As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost 
said, separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I 
have called them." (1)  The greatest missionary movement in the 
world was as a result of a small group of people ministering to the 
Lord. (1) Acts 13:2 

 
To minister to the Lord, means to draw near to God, to worship Him 
and to bring Him joy and pleasure. This was the reason why God 
created man. We read in the book of Revelations, in the King James 
Version that "for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure 
they are and were created." (2) God created us so that He could 
enjoy us! God also created us to love us and to receive love from 
us, because God is love. In Genesis we read that God used to walk 
with Adam and Eve in the cool of the day in the Garden of Eden. (3)  
He did so because He enjoyed spending time with them. In the New 

Testament, we read that all things were made for Jesus and by 
Jesus. (4) We were created for Him!  (2) Revelations 4:11, (3) Genesis 

3:8, (4) Colossians 1:16 
 
In the Book of Ezekiel, we read about two groups of priests. The 
first group was the Levites. It says, "... and they (The Levites) shall 
stand before them (the people), to minister unto them because 
they ministered unto them before their idols, and caused the house 
of Israel to fall into iniquity ... And they shall not come near unto 
me ..." (5) They lost the privilege of drawing near to God because 
their hearts turned away from God when the Children of Israel 
turned to idols. However, they were allowed to continue to minister 
to the people.   (5) Ezekiel 44:11-13 

 

The second group was the sons of Zadok, which was a clan within 

the tribe of Levi. We read, "But the priests the Levites, the sons of 

Zadok, that kept the charge of my sanctuary when the children of 

Israel went astray from me, they shall come near to me to minister 

unto me, and they shall stand before me to offer unto me the fat 

and the blood, says the Lord GOD:  They shall enter into my 

sanctuary, and they shall come near to my table, to minister unto 

me, and they shall keep my charge." (6) Ezekiel 44:15-16    
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It says that they shall come near to God to minister to Him. 

Therefore, to minister to God is to draw near to Him and to stand 

before Him in worship and praise. They were to offer the fat and 

the blood. The blood speaks about the blood of Jesus, and that 

through the shedding of His Blood we can come into His presence. 

(7)  The fat speaks about giving God the very best that we have. 

We read how Abel brought the "firstlings of the flock and the fat 

thereof and God accepted his offering." (8)  He gave God his very 

best. When ministering to the Lord and drawing near to God is our 

highest priority, then we are bringing to Him the "blood and the 

fat."  Food cooked with fat is usually tasty; therefore, when we 

minister to the Lord, we are giving Him something that is very 

tasty! Our goal is to bless Him and give Him pleasure. (7) Hebrews 

10:19 (8) Genesis 4:4 

We read about Paul and Silas in prison in the book of Acts. We 

know what happened, at midnight they praised the Lord, God sent 

an earthquake, their chains fell off and the prison doors were 

opened. There were other wonderful miracles that took place that 

night, but what is really amazing is that they and the other 

prisoners remained in the prison and did not flee. This tells us that 

their motive for singing praises was not to receive something from 

God, but to minister to Him because they loved Him. They had no 

other agenda! 

However, God, being who He is, has a great heart to bless us and 

will always give us more than He receives. Therefore, there are 

many wonderful things that can happen to us when we minister to 

Him: 

Firstly, we become like the one whom we worship. For example, if 

we worship some celebrity or sports star, we will eventually begin 

to act like them. The more we worship God, the more we will begin 

to act like Him and become more like Jesus. Paul writes the 

following,  "But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the 

glory of the Lord (through worship), are changed into the same 

image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." (9)  

The quickest way to grow and mature spiritually is to worship God!  
(9) 2 Corinthians 3:18 
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Secondly, when we minister to the Lord, we will find that it 

becomes easier to minister to people. We read about the sons of 

Zadok, “... they shall not gird themselves with anything that causes 

sweat." (10)  They did not sweat! When we minister to the Lord, we 

will not sweat, it will be easy to serve and follow Jesus!  Jesus said, 

"My yoke is easy and My burden is light." (10) Ezekiel 44:18 

Many years ago I wanted to start a mission’s organization in a 

certain city in Africa, where I worked as a civil engineer. I rented a 

building but I found it difficult to get others to join my vision. I then 

read in Acts how the Holy Spirit spoke to Paul and Barnabas after 

they had fasted and ministered to the Lord. I decided to do the 

same, believing that the Holy Spirit would also speak to me. 

Therefore, each day after work, I would go to this building to do 

just that.  

At first I would spend time in praise, worship and thanksgiving. I 

then learnt how to minister to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

separately. I would minister to the Father with thanksgiving and 

praise. I then began to declare His wonderful attributes. For 

example, His goodness, kindness, love, compassion, faithfulness, 

patience and forgiveness, etc. I imagined myself as a waiter in a 

restaurant, feeding the Father with wonderful words from the Bible. 

As I did this, I often experienced His wonderful presence and I 

could sense His pleasure. 

I did the same for Jesus. I would first thank Him for what He did on 

the cross for me and then worship and praise Him for who He is 

today. For example, He is the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, the 

Alpha and the Omega, the Lamb upon the throne, etc. I would then 

tell Him how much I loved Him and would express my desire to 

please and follow Him. I then would minister to the Holy Spirit by 

thanking Him for who He is and what He does for me. For example, 

He dwells in me, He inspires me, He sanctifies me, He fills us with 

joy and peace, He empowers me, leads me, comforts me, etc. After 

I ministered to the Lord this way, I would then would then bring my 

requests to the Lord.  
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I did this for quite a considerable time. At first nothing seemed to 

happen, but one day, thirty-four people from fourteen different 

countries walked into the building and said that they wanted to be 

part of the vision. My dream had come true with no sweat! After 

that, doors began to open for us to minister in the university, the 

training college, the police academy and in a number of churches.  

Many accepted Christ and we saw many miracles. We had the 

privilege of leading more than a hundred police recruits to the Lord 

and discipling them. After this we started a weekly prayer meeting 

for the nation on a nearby mountain overlooking the city. The 

prayer meeting continued for a number of years, even after we left 

the country. Out of this prayer meeting, came those who supported 

us as missionaries, which led us eventually to live in Russia.  

I once heard a testimony of a youth leader who took a group of 

young people on a mission to Hong Kong. At first it was very 

difficult for them to find affordable accommodation. They decided 

not to only pray about this need, but to spend more time just 

worshiping the Lord. After doing this for a while, they one day 

received a phone call for the mayor of the city who offered them an 

old hospital building with 28 rooms. He told them that they could 

rent this building for just one dollar a month. Without any sweat, 

they had the accommodation that they needed.  

Thirdly, ministering to the Lord can make us sensitive to the 

leading and the voice of the Holy Spirit. In Acts it says "as they 

ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said..." (1) It 

enabled them to hear what the Holy Spirit wanted them to do. God 

often speaks to us when we minister to Him. This is one of the 

ways we can find our destiny and calling. The greatest missionary 

movement was started after a small group of people ministered to 

the Lord. We have a similar example in the Old Testament with 

Samuel. (11) It says that he ministered to the Lord as a young child 

and soon after that God spoke to him and told him about what was 

going to happen to Eli the priest and the nation of Israel.    (1) Acts 

13:2,  (11) 1 Samuel 3:1 and 4  
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Finally, there are many other benefits when we minister to the 

Lord. It will increase our level of anointing in our lives. As we 

minister to Him, He in turn will minister to us and we will 

experience a divine flow of the Holy Spirit. Ministering to the Lord is 

also enjoyable and enables us to be aware of the goodness and the 

love of God.  

Since I have made this a regular practice in my life, I have become 

so much more aware of the love of the Father for me.  The greatest 

blessing of all is that, when we minister to the Lord, it blesses and 

gives Him great delight and joy.  The final question we need to ask 

is how do we minister to the Lord? I have already shared my 

experience.  

We can minister to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit separately. We 

can thank God for who He is and what He has done and doing for 

us. We can praise and worship Him with songs. We can sing in the 

Spirit. We can declare His wonderful attributes.  

When it comes to Jesus, we can thank Him for what He did at the 

cross for us. We can praise His Him for who He is and His exalted 

position in heaven. He is the King of kings, the Alpha and Omega, 

the glorious risen Christ, the One to whom all knees shall bow and 

all tongues confess that He is Lord. We can express our love and 

adoration for Him. We can also worship Him in the Spirit.  

When it comes to the Holy Spirit, we can thank Him for His 

wonderful functions. He fills us, inspires us, empowers us, teaches 

us, sanctifies us, fills us with abounding hope, imparts to us 

righteousness peace and joy, etc. We can yield our lives to Him and 

ask Him to fill us with His power and love. (I have attached a short 

declaration that will enable you to minister to the Lord) There any 

many ways we can minister to the Lord. My wife and I have been 

doing this regularly for more than twenty years and we have seen 

such amazing results. There is no set formula, so the best is just to 

open our hearts to the Lord and let the Holy Spirit lead us. It is 

great to do it in a group and with music. However, I have 

discovered that the highest level of blessing comes when I do it 

alone and without any musical accompaniment.  
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It is important that we minister to the Lord by faith, even if we do 
not feel His presence. Remember, we are doing this for Him! Our 
one and only goal, is to do something for Him and to bless Him. 
After we minister to the Lord we can pray and bring our requests 
before the Lord. In Psalms it says, "Delight yourself also in the 
LORD; and He shall give you the desires of your heart.”(12) I have 
noticed that when I minister to the Lord, He often does things for 
me without me even having to pray about it. It also becomes easier 
to pray after I have ministered to the Lord. Therefore, may God 
bless you, as you make this the high priority in your life. Amen.   
(12) Psalm 37:4 
 

 

Crafted prayers  to minister to the Lord 

Ministry to the Father: 

Dear Heavenly Father, I come to You in the name of Jesus. I come 

to worship You, to praise You and to adore You. You are an 

awesome God who is glorious in holiness and fearful in praises, a 

God who does wonders. (Exodus 15:11). You are wonderful in 

counsel and excellent in guidance, (Isaiah 28:29) I honor You and 

worship You.  

Thank You for Your wonderful attributes. You abound towards me in 

goodness and truth; You are merciful and gracious forgiving and 

longsuffering (Exodus 34:6). I thank You, are very, very kind. (Joel 

2:13). You are a God of love who is full of compassion, 

tenderhearted (Psalms 145:8-9) and You care for me (1 Peter 5:7) 

I declare that You are a faithful God whose mercies are new to me, 

every morning. (Lamentations 3:22-23) Above all, I want to thank 

You that You are My Heavenly Father, You have adopted me into 

Your family, and that I am Your child. (1 John 3:1) 

Thank You for loving me so much that You sent Jesus to die on the 

cross for me. (John 3:16) You are the God of hope who fills me with 

all joy and peace, (Romans 15:13) and You have a wonderful plan 

for my life.  
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Finally, I put my trust in You, and I believe in You.  You are my 

dear Heavenly Father, and I love You with all my heart and want to 

please You in all I that I do. Amen 

Ministry to Jesus: 

Dear Lord Jesus, I want to thank you that You loved me so much, 

that You laid down Your life and died on the cross for me. Thank 

you for redeeming me and giving me the gift of eternal life. Jesus, 

You are my Lord and my Savior, my hope of eternal life. 

I declare that Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead and is 

seated in heavenly places, at the right hand of God the Father, far 

above all principality and power and every name that is named. 

(Ephesians 1:18). He is highly exalted and has a name above all 

names, to whom every knee shall bow and every tongue shall 

confess that He is Lord. (Philippians 2:9-10) He is the King of Kings 

and the Lord of Lords, (1 Timothy 6:15) the "Alpha and Omega," 

(Revelations 1:8) the Lamb upon the throne and the glorious and 

the mighty Son of God.   

You have destroyed all principalities and powers, (Colossians 2:13) 

and him who had power over death, the devil.  (Hebrews 2:14) You 

now have the keys of hell and death (Revelations 1:18) and all 

authority in heaven and on earth. (Matthew 28:18 

Jesus, You are the resurrection and the life (John 11:25) You are 

the "bread of life," who satisfies the hunger of my heart (John 

6:35) and You are the "giver of living water" which quenches the 

thirsting of my soul. (John 4:14). You are my righteousness, my 

holiness, my wisdom and my redemption. (1 Corinthians 1:30-31) 

You are my peace, my joy, my healing and health. You are 

everything I need (Colossians 2:10) 

You are worthy, to receive all honor, all praise, all glory, all 

dominion, all power and all the blessings and riches. (Revelations 

5:12) Jesus, You are wonderful, (Isaiah 9:6) precious, (1 Peter 2:6) 

and altogether lovely. (Song 5:16) You are the love of my life, the 

desire of my heart. I adore You and love You with all my heart and 

I want to follow You and please You in everything I do. Amen 
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Ministry to the Holy Spirit: 

Holy Spirit, You are the glorious and mighty God who lives in me 

and who is with me. (John 14:17)  You are the Witness in me that I 

am a child of God and have received the gift of eternal life (Romans 

8:16, Ephesians 1:13) Thank You, precious Holy Spirit for Your 

wonderful presence and anointing. You inspire me and show me the 

wonderful things that have been given to me. (1 Corinthians 2:9-

10)  

Thank you for Your power and the ability to tell others about Jesus 

and to do His wonderful works. (Acts 1:8, Romans 15:19) Holy 

Spirit, You give me the grace to overcome the desires of the flesh 

(Galatians 5:16) and victory over the works of the devil. (1 John 

4:4) 

You enable me to have a relationship with the Father and the Son 

and to glorify Jesus. (John 16:13-15, Ephesians 2:18) You guide 

me into all truth, You comfort me, You teach me, You convict me 

and You lead me. (Galatians 5:18) 

My body is Your temple, (1 Corinthians 6:19) I am not my own, I 

belong to you. Come and fill me, sanctify me (Romans 15:16) and 

change me to become more like Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:18)  

Holy Spirit, thank you for Your love, Your faithfulness and Your 

commitment to me. I love You, appreciate You and I will always 

depend on You. I yield my life to You and ask you to fill me with 

Your presence, You power, Your gifts and Your love, in Jesus name. 

Amen.   

 

7:2 The importance of favor 

Favor is one of the most important keys in the Kingdom of God, to 

enable us to fulfill our calling, experience His blessing and to enjoy 

our relationship with God. The purpose of this study is to help us to 

understand what favour is and how to experience God's favour. In 

the Old Testament, the word favor in the Hebrew language means 
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to receive special kindness or a superior person stooping to show 

kindness to an inferior person. In the New Testament, the word 

favour comes from the same word which means grace. In most 

cases it means kindness or special kindness.  

The first mention of the word favour in the New Testament, is when 

the Angel appeared to Mary and said to her, "Fear not, Mary: for 

thou hast found favour with God." (Luke 1:30) In other words, 

God is going to show you special kindness.  

Before we proceed, there are two important things we need to 

know about favor. Firstly, favour comes from God and is expressed 

through people. Secondly, favour has tangible results. It is not just 

a presence or a feeling. It is more than just good words, something 

must happen!  

Let's look at some of these tangible results of favour: 

Firstly, favour gives us preferential treatment: We read in Psalm 

16:6 we read, "The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; Yes, 

I have a good inheritance." The Passion Bible reads as follows: "I’m 

overwhelmed by the privileges that come with following you, for 

you have given me the best!" We have the example of Joseph,  we 

read in Acts 7:9-10, "(God) gave him favour and wisdom in the 

sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and he made him governor over 

Egypt and all his house."  They actually received gifts because they 

had favour!  

In Psalm 5:12 we read, "For You, O LORD, will bless the righteous; 

With favor You will surround him as with a shield." When we have 

favor, we receive things that we do not deserve. It seems to be 

unfair in the sight of others. 

Secondly, when we have favor, good things happen to us: There 

will be evidence that God's hand is on our lives. We read about 

Joseph in Genesis 39:2, "The LORD was with Joseph, and he was a 

successful man."  When  we have favor there will be evidence that 

God is directing our steps, opening doors for us and providing us 

with resources. We have the example when God gave the children 

of Israel favor with the Egyptians.  We read in Exodus 3:21, "And 
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I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it 

shall be, when you go, that you shall not go empty-handed."  

There will also be the evidence of the miracles, wonderful 

experiences with God, opportunities and divine appointments. We 

will meet the right people, who will help us reach our goals and 

provide the resources that we need. In Proverbs 16:15 we read, 

"In the light of the king’s face is life, And his favor is like a cloud of 

the latter rain." Therefore, great blessing comes to us when God 

gives us favor before the right people.  

Thirdly, favor gives us approval and acceptance before people. In 

Acts 2:47, we read about the early church that "had favor with all 

the people And the Lord added to the church daily those who were 

being saved." As a result of this favour, souls were added to the 

church!  Often we need the acceptance of people to receive from 

them, that what we need, and which often seems impossible. It 

could be a document, or a visa, or a special invitation to go 

somewhere or do something.  We may often see God 'bend the 

rules' in order for us to receive what we need.   This happened to 

Nehemiah, when he requested that the king send him back to 

rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 

Fourthly, favor will cause people to trust us:  We have the example 

of Joseph. Potiphar trusted him to run his household and Pharaoh 

trusted him to rule the nation of Egypt. In the book of Esther we 

read how the king of Persia trusted Esther and Mordecai to write a 

decree concerning the Jews. When we have favour, people will trust 

us. It may be a loan we need from a bank, or a business 

transaction or some responsibility that we receive.  

Fifthly, favor may stir up jealousy and envy from those who do not 

have God's favor: Again we read in  Acts 7:9, "And the patriarchs, 

becoming envious, sold Joseph into Egypt. But God was with him." 

Because of the favour that Joseph received from his father, his 

brothers were jealous and sold him as a slave to Egypt.  The rulers 

of Babylon were jealous about the favour that the King had shown 

to Daniel and persuaded the king to throw him into the lion's den. 

This is often the price we have to pay in order to have God's favor 
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on our lives. Those who do not experience God's favor will criticize 

or even persecute those who do have God's favor. Often pastors of 

small struggling churches will criticize those who have successful 

growing churches. Therefore, we must be very careful about what 

we say about those who have the evidence of God's favor on their 

lives. It will be better to bless them and work with them than to 

oppose them and criticize them. 

There are three important truths that we need to know 

about favour: 

First of all, we have favor with God because of what Jesus did for us 

on the cross.  

Through faith in Jesus, we have received God's grace, which means 

His unmerited favour. God shows acts of kindness towards us 

because we belong to Jesus and we are part of God's family. It is 

like being a child in a wealthy household. We will have privileges, 

that others do not have! In Ephesians 1:4 we read that "We are 

accepted in the Beloved." The word accepted in the Greek can also 

mean, "highly favored." We have favor because we are in Christ. 

For example, we read in Romans 8:31, "If God be for us, who can 

be against us."  

 At the beginning of Jesus ministry He announced,  "The Spirit of 

the Lord is upon Me to proclaim ... the acceptable year of the Lord 

(or the year of God's favour)." He announced that God was going to 

show favour to those who believe in Him! 

One of the greatest verses on favor is found in Ephesians 2:7, 

"that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of 

His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus."  The Passion 

Bible puts it this way, "Throughout the coming ages we will be the 

visible display of the infinite, limitless riches of his grace and 

kindness, which was showered upon us in Jesus Christ." This means 

that for ever and ever, God is going to do good things for us and be 

kind to us because we are in Christ Jesus.   

We call this positional favor. It is because of what Jesus has done 

for us on the cross and not because of anything we did, or did not 
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do. We read in Romans 8:32, "He that spared not his own Son, 

but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 

give us all things?" 

Secondly, we must believe that we have God's favour: 

Everything in the Kingdom of God is received by faith. For example, 

salvation, healing, blessings. This also applies to favour. It is 

important that we act and speak as though we believe we have 

favour. Favour is often released through the words that we speak.  

We read about the priestly blessing in Numbers 6:23-26. "This is 

the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to them: 

“The LORD bless you and  keep you; The LORD make His face shine 

upon you ...  So they shall  put My name on the children of Israel, 

and I will bless them.” We notice, that God blessed them because 

words of blessing and favour were spoken over them. We also need 

to speak words of favour over our own lives. We read in 1 Peter 

3:10, "He who would love life And see good days, Let him [refrain 

his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking deceit."  

When we speak good positive words over our lives and the lives of 

others, we release God's favour. Furthermore, we must live and act 

as though we have God's favour. Just as a son can boldly approach 

his father to receive something from him, in the same way we can 

boldly approach our Heavenly Father in prayer and faith, because 

we have His favor.  

Thirdly, our level of favour can be increased: 

Every born again Christian has favor because of what Jesus did for 

them at the cross. However, our experience of His favour can 

increase. For example we read in the Old Testament about Samuel, 

"And the child Samuel grew in stature, and in favor both with 

the LORD and men.' (1 Samuel 2:26) It says of Jesus in Luke 

2:52,"And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour 

with God and man." We can understand that He increased in favour 

with men! But it says here that He also increased in favour with 

God! Jesus, as our example, who lived as a man and  increased His 

favour with God!  If this was true about Jesus, then what about us?  
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Although we cannot increase favour that relates to our position in 

Christ, we can however, increase our level of our experience of 

God's favour.  

It is obvious that there are those who experience more favour than 

others. We notice the evidence of God's hand upon them by the 

way He gives them special opportunities and uses them them in a 

unique way. Often, amazing things happen to them that do not 

happen to others. Therefore, we need to answer the following 

question: "why does this happen?"  I suggest the following: 

1. Our favour increases when we are stewards of the favour that  

God has already given to us. We do not work to obtain favor, but 

from a position of favor. For example:  We bless others and we 

bring glory and honor to God. We use God's favor to pray for the 

sick, tell others about Jesus and encourage one another, etc. When 

we are good stewards of the favor that we have already received, 

God will entrust us with more favor. 

Furthermore, favour works according to the principle of sowing and 

reaping. If we give favour to others, we will also receive favour 

from others. If we use our favour to be a blessing, we will reap the 

blessings that come from favour. 

We have a warning in 2 Chronicles 32:25, "But Hezekiah did not 

repay according to the favor shown him, for his heart was lifted 

up; therefore wrath was looming over him and over Judah and 

Jerusalem." How did this happen? First of all, Hezekiah was not 

grateful for all the favour that the Lord had already given him. 

Secondly he became proud about the favour that God has given to 

him.  He boasted before others that what God had done for him and 

given to him. Therefore we must always be  grateful for God's 

favour, and use it to bless others. 

2. Favour increases in the atmosphere of humility:  We have the 

story of Mary in Luke 1:30.  "Then the angel said to her, “Do not 

be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God." Why did Mary 

find favour with God? We find the answer in verse 48, where Mary 

said, "For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant." God 

gave her favour because she was humble. In 1 Peter 5:5 we read 
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that God "gives grace (unmerited favor) to the humble." Therefore, 

if we do not experience God's favor, it may because of pride or 

because we want to exalt ourselves and impress others! 

 3. Favor increases through our intimacy with God: The word 

'presence' in the Hebrew and Greek comes from the word, 'face.' 

God's face also means His favor. We experience God's favor when 

He turns His face towards us. One of the ways to experience God's 

favour and increase His favour, is to spend time in God's presence, 

snd develop our love and intimacy for Him. Jesus said in Matthew 

6:6, " ... pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you openly." 

It is interesting to note in the book of Exodus, that while God was 

pouring out His judgment on the Egyptians, the Children of Israel 

dwelt in the land of Goshen where they experienced God's favour 

and protection. The word 'Goshen', means to 'draw near.' As we 

draw near to God in intimacy and love, we will experience His 

favour. We usually show favour to those whom we love, and who 

show us love. For example, Esther found favor with the king, 

because the king loved her. 

4. Favor is given to those who are willing to obey God in every area 

of their lives: In Acts 13:32 we read of David, "I have found 

David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all 

My will." We notice, in the lives of many in the Bible that 

experienced great favour, is that they were obedient and 

committed to God. We notice this in the lives of Paul, Daniel, 

Abraham and others. They had a high level of obedience and 

commitment to God. Favour is therefore experienced when we are 

in the will of God, and we do that for which He has called us to do.  

Finally, the Bible says in Acts 10:34, "Then Peter 

opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God shows no 

partiality." In the Passion translation says, "Now I know for certain 

that God doesn’t show favoritism with people but treats everyone 

on the same basis." This means, that God does not randomly show 

more for to certain people without a reason. Therefore, the only 

reason why some experience more favour than others, is because 
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they have applied the principles in God's word to increase their 

favour. If Jesus needed to grow in fabour, so do we! Favour is an 

important key to experience God's blessings and to fulfill our 

calling. May God Bless you as you make it a high priority to live in 

God's favour and to increase your experience of His favour. Amen 

 

7.3. Storms 

All of us have been through storms in our lives. These can be 

emotional, financial, spiritual, health and relationship storms. We 

notice in the Bible that many of those whom God greatly used or 

blessed went through some sort of storm or crisis. There are many 

storms mentioned in the Bible. As we read about these storms we 

find a number of important principles that could affect our Christian 

lives and bring us into a higher level of blessing and fruitfulness.  A 

storm can either destroy us or be an opportunity for promotion in 

the Kingdom of God.  

There are a reasons why we go through storms.  

Firstly, we can go through a storm because of disobedience.  

We have the example of Jonah. He  disobeyed God's call to preach 

in Nineveh, so God used a storm to bring him back into his will.  In 

the same way, God can use a storm to bring us back into His will. 

God can use a crisis or a storm to bring us to repentance and into 

obedience. This also happened to Joseph in the Old Testament. A 

storm brought him into his calling. If he had not gone through this 

storm, this would never had happened. 

One of the best examples in the New Testament, was Paul's storm 

in Acts chapter 27. A storm and a shipwreck propelled him to the 

island of Malta where he was used in a great revival. This would 

have never happened if he did not go through this storm. If we are 

open to the Holy Spirit, then God can use storms and crisis to open 

amazing doors for us. There are many other examples in the Bible. 

The Bible says in Romans 8:28, "And we know that all things work 
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together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 

called according to his purpose."  

Furthermore, disobedience can remove God's protection over us 

and gives the enemy a legal right to attack us, which could be the 

reason why we do go through storms. Not all storms are the will of 

God for us! 

Secondly, a storm can be a direct attack of Satan.  

We often go through storms because the devil ties to stop us doing 

God's will. This is especially true when we lead people to Christ, 

heal the sick and cast out demons. We are challenging the powers 

of darkness, and as a result, the devil tries to stop us or he attacks 

us.  

The reason for the storm in Luke 8, was because they were going 

to pray for a man who had many demons. Therefore,  devil tried to 

stop them and kill them. Often when we do things for God, the 

devil will by cause people to persecute us. We see this throughout 

the book of Acts in the life of Paul. He challenged the deeply 

entrenched demonic strongholds.  

Some important things we need to do when we go through 

storms: 

Firstly, if we are in a storm, we must use our authority and deal 

with the storm. 

 

We will look at some important lessons from the two storms that 

are mentioned in the Gospels.  

WE read in Luke chapter 8:21-25, "Now it came to pass on a 

certain day, that he went into a ship with his disciples: and he said 

unto them, Let us go over unto the other side of the lake. " And 

they launched forth." We have the same account in Matthew 8 

where it says, "And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples 

followed him." The disciples followed Him willingly because they did 

know about the soon coming storm! 
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We all know about Jesus and His disciples in the storm mentioned 

in Matthew 8. He made His disciples get into a boat to go to the 

other side of the lake. He then fell asleep, a storm arose on the 

lake. We read in verse 24,  "And they came to him, and awoke 

him, saying, Master, master, we perish. Then he arose, and 

rebuked the wind and the raging of the water: and they ceased, 

and there was a calm. (25)  And he said unto them, Where is your 

faith..." 

He was actually expecting them to stop the storm!  This is what 

many of us are doing today. We are crying out to God in the storm, 

instead of using our faith to stop our storms. It is often  our 

responsibility to use our authority, based on the word of God, and 

stop our own storms. If we do so, nothing will happen. Jesus 

already gave His disciples the following word, "Let us go to the 

other side of the lake." They should have used this promise and 

rebuked the storm. God will never allow us to go through a storm 

and not give us the "tools" to stop or conquer our storms. 

So if we are in some sort of storm today, we need to find the 

promises in the word of God and command the storm to stop.  

For example: If we are going through a health storm, we can make 

the following declaration: "Jesus Christ carried all my sickness and 

pains two thousand years ago on the cross and by His stripes I was 

healed. (1 Peter 2:24). Therefore sickness and pain, you are an 

illegal intruder in my body. I will not tolerate you any longer and 

command all symptoms of sickness and pain to leave me right now. 

In the name of Jesus, I declare myself healed." It is our 

responsibility to resist the devil, and if we do do, he will flee from 

us. Often it seems that "Jesus is asleep" in our boats and there is 

no evidence that God is with us.  If this is do we must use the word 

of God and us. the authority that He has given us. 

Secondly, we must keep our eyes upon Jesus in the storm. 

We have the example of Peter walking on the water. As he kept his 

focus on Jesus, he could walk on water in the midst of the storm. 

But we read in Matthew 14:30, "But when he saw the wind 

boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, 
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Lord, save me." It is important that we do not focus on the storm 

and think about our problems and our negative situations all the 

time. We need to focus on the Lord and on His word.  One of the 

best things we can do in the middle of a storm is to praise and 

worship the Lord Jesus. The Bible says that Jesus is our peace. 

(Ephesians 2:14) As we begin to focus on Him we will begin to 

experience His peace.  

I have seen this many times. I remember, a while ago, Frances and 

I were going through a storm because of certain things that were 

happening to us. We prayed, did spiritual warfare and still there 

was no relief from the storm. We then decided just to focus on 

Jesus and worship Him. After a while a great peace came on us and 

the storm stopped. Just as Jesus could sleep in the storm, because 

He had peace in His heart. If we have His  peace in our hearts, we 

too will be able to sleep in our storms. Our storms will not affect us. 

We have the example of Peter in the book of Acts. He was arrested 

put in prison and chained to two guards, to be executed the 

following day.  He had such peace in his heart, that he fell asleep 

between the two guards. (Acts 12:6) 

Thirdly, we need to get rid of things that distract us from God and 

His will for us. 

We read about Paul's storm in Acts 27:28, "And when they had 

eaten enough, they lightened the ship, and cast out the wheat into 

the sea." In the storm, they "lightened the ship." Sometimes, we 

too have to 'lighten our ships' and get rid of things that distract us 

from our relationship with God be from the will of God. The Bible 

says in Hebrews 12:2 that we must "lay aside every weight and 

the sin that so easily besets us." Sometimes it is difficult to go 

through storms because we are too busy, we have too many 

commitments and we are wasting too much time on worthless 

activities. We need to 'lighten our ships!' These could also be 

relationships and habits or even the electronic media! 

We read about Mary and Martha in Luke 10:41-42. Martha was in 

a storm so Jesus said to her, "Martha, thou art careful and troubled 

about many things ... but one thing is needful, and Mary has 
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chosen the better part." Martha was focused on so many things 

that she became very agitated. Mary on the other hand was sitting 

at Jesus' feet listening to His word. She was focused on Jesus and 

was in perfect peace.  

Fourthly, we must obey God in the storm:  

 Jesus said in Matthew 7:24-25, "Therefore whosoever hears 

these sayings of mine, and does them, I will liken him unto a wise 

man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, 

and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 

house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock." If we are in 

a storm, we must ask ourselves the question:  

- Are we are obeying God's will or His word?  

-Are we obeying God with our finances? 

- Are our relationships in order. Do we love and forgiveness people?  

- Are we telling others about Jesus? 

- Are we careful with what we watch or read? 

If our lives are in order, and we are doing what God has told us to 

do, then no storm will destroy us.  

In Psalm 16:8, "I have set the Lord always before me; Because He 

is at my right hand I shall not be moved."  The right hand is a place 

of highest honour. When we honour and obey the Lord, nothing can 

move us. We will conquer every storm! 

There are some other wonderful truths about storms:  

- Storms are opportunities for miracles. It was in a storm that Peter 

walked on the water. We can therefore expect more miracles when 

we go through storms. Miracles usually happen in storms and not in 

the comfort zones of our boats. In our most desperate situations, 

we have experienced our greatest miracles.  

- Storms can give us wonderful opportunities to meet with God and 

have wonderful encounters with Him. It was in a storm, that an 

angel appeared to Paul on the ship. It was in  the furnace, that the 
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three friends of Daniel met with Jesus. It is often in a storm, that 

we meet with God. God gives us a wonderful promise in the book of 

Isaiah. "When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 

through the rivers, they shall not overflow you: when thou walk 

through the fire, you shall not be burned; neither shall the flame 

kindle upon you."  (Isaiah 43:2)  Jesus came walking on the water 

to His disciples in the middle of a storm. 

- Jesus is bigger than our storms: Jesus walked on water in the 

middle of a storm. The storm was under His feet. No matter what 

we go through in life, God is always bigger than our storms and our 

problems. All things are under His feet, His name is about all 

names. If God is for us, no-one can be against us! Jesus said in 

John 16:33, "These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye 

might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 

good cheer; I have overcome the world."  

- When Jesus is Lord of everything in our lives, we will have peace 

in the storms: In Matthew 14:32 we notice that when Jesus 

stepped into the boat the wind ceased. One of the ways to stop our 

storms, is to bring Jesus into our 'boats.' We must trust Him in the 

storm! Jesus said, "I will be with you, even unto the end of the 

age." If we are preaching the gospel and doing His will, He will 

always be with us in the storm.  

- Finally, there is always an 'other side' of the storm. In John 6:21, 

we read that when Jesus stepped into the boat, they were 

immediately at the other side of the sea. Jesus said in Luke 8:22, " 

Let us go over unto the other side of the lake." The "other side can 

mean two things. Firstly, it means that God has something exciting 

that He wants to do for us and through us. For example, Joseph's 

other side was his promotion. Paul's other side was a revival at 

Malta. For Jesus and the disciples, the 'other side' meant a great 

deliverance and a great revival. Secondly, the other side means 

that the storm is only for a period of time. It will not last forever, it 

will come to an end! 

Therefore, as we go through storms today, let us not give up, let us 

continue to believe the word of God, keep our eyes on Jesus and 
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obey the word of God. God always has a good ending, no matter 

what we go through. Amen 

 

7.4 If only or what if? 

Many of us have made bad decisions in the past and we have had 

bad things happen to us. Many of us have what I call, an if only list. 

If only I did this and did not do that. If only I married him or did 

not marry him. If only I made this investment, or took this job or 

bought this property, etc. Our if only list can even be things that we 

cannot control. If only I was not born in this country, if only we had 

a different pastor or president etc. Our if only lists is usually based 

on regret, disappointment and discouragement. 

I remember, years ago, when I first went to Russia, my landlord 

gave me the first option to buy the apartment where I was living in. 

He wanted $60 000 for the apartment. For almost a year I 

considered buying the apartment, eventually, he sold it to someone 

else. Within a few years, that apartment was worth more than $300 

000. I thought to myself, "if only I had known that, I would have 

bought that apartment. Unfortunately, it was too late, I lost the 

opportunity. 

We have a few examples of this in the Bible. We read in Numbers 

14:2 "And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and 

Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, “If only we had 

died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in this wilderness!" 

They were saying, "If only we had not followed Moses and stayed in 

Egypt!" We have the example when Jesus raised Lazarus from the 

dead. In John 11:21, "Now Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if (only) 

You had been here, my brother would not have died."  Mary said 

the same in verse 32, "If (only) You had been here..."   

Looking through the eyes of Philip, or looking through the eyes of 

Andrew: We are all familiar about the miracle where Jesus fed the 

five thousand.  When Jesus told them to give the people something 

to eat, Philip said in John 6:7, "Two hundred denarii worth of 

bread is not sufficient for them." He looked at this situation in the 
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natural and saw that it was impossible to feed all these people. He 

may have thought to himself, "if only we had enough money!" 

However, we read about Andrew in verse 9, "There is a lad here 

with five loaves and two fishes..." He probably thought to himself, 

"what if we bring those five loaves and two fish to Jesus and He 

performs a miracle. After all, we have seen Him do so many 

miracles in the past!" We need to change our "if only" list into a 

"what if" questions. 

We have another example of the woman who touched the hem of 

Jesus garment. In Mark 5:28, we read how she said to herself, "If 

only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made well." She thought to 

herself, "what if I touched His clothes..." The truth is, we cannot 

change the decisions we have made in the past, or even that what 

has happened to us in the past. However, we can do something 

about our future. The Bible says in Jeremiah, 29:11, "God's 

thoughts towards us are good, to give us a future and a hope." God 

is a God of hope, and always has a good future in mind for us!  I 

want to look at a few 'what if' questions that can change our 

disappointments into blessings and our failures into successes: 

1. What if we prayed and believed God for a miracle? We 

have the example of Hezekiah in 2 Chronicles 32. The powerful 

Assyrian armies had invaded Israel and was encamped around the 

cities. He could have sat down and cried, "If only this did not 

happen!" But we read in Isaiah 37:15, "Then Hezekiah prayed to 

the Lord..." In verse 21, the Lord said to him, "Because you 

prayed..." Then in verse 36 we read, "The angel of the Lord went 

out and killed the Assyrians." Instead of saying, "If only this did not 

happen! He said, "what if we prayed. 

We have a similar example in the book of Acts. Herod killed James 

for his faith. He then arrested Peter, in order to also have him 

executed. We read in Acts 12:5, "Peter was kept in prison, BUT 

constant prayer was offered to God for him." We know what 

happened, God miraculously delivered Peter. We too may be in a 

crisis today. The question we need to ask, "What if we prayed!" 

There is nothing impossible for God. Jesus said that all things are 

possible to those who believe. There is no situation that God cannot 
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change, no sickness that He cannot heal, no prayer He cannot 

answer.  

Paul says in Philippians 4:6, "Do not worry about anything, but by 

prayer and supplications, let your requests be made known to God 

with thanksgiving." We may say, "I have prayed so much and 

nothing has happened." What if we continued to pray and 

something does happen!  n Colossians 4:2, we read, "Continue 

earnestly in prayer..."   

2. What if we use our authority in Christ and resist the devil?  

Jesus said in Mark 11:23, "For assuredly, I say to you, whoever 

says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and 

does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says 

will be done, he will have whatever he says." Sometimes the only 

way that we will receive something from God, is to use our 

authority in Christ and speak to our mountains. Unfortunately, too 

many are speaking to God about the mountains instead of speaking 

to the mountains about God!. is when we use our spiritual 

authority.  

The Bible says in James 4:7, "Resist the devil and he will flee from 

you." It is our responsibility to resist the devil.   In Luke 10:19, 

Jesus said to His disciples, "Behold, I give you the authority to 

trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the 

enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you."  

Jesus has given us His authority. We have His word, His blood, His 

name and His position in heavenly places. Therefore it is our 

responsibility to use that authority and change our circumstances. 

We have the example of Jesus and His disciples in a boat in a 

storm. He was asleep in the boat, the disciples woke Him up and 

cried out to Him to save them. Jesus stopped the storm, then 

rebuked His disciples for their lake of faith. He was expecting them 

to stop the storm. Many are crying to Jesus in the storm, instead of 

using their authority to stop the storms or go through the storms.  

3. What if we declared and confessed God's word?  The Bible 

says that all the promises of God are yes and amen in Christ. (2 

Corinthians 1:20). In Job 22:28 we read, "Thou shall also 
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declare a matter, and it shall be established: and the light shall 

shine upon thy ways." There are so may scriptures that speak 

about the importance of confessing God's word. When Jesus wanted 

to go and heal the servant of the Roman centurion, He said to 

Jesus, "Speak only the word." (Matthew 8:8) Maybe for some of 

us today all we need to do, is just to "speak God's word!"The Bible 

says that the power of life and death are in the tongue. (Proverbs 

18:21) Just as God created the earth by speaking His word, we 

too, can change our circumstances if we would regularly declare 

and confess God's word. 

4. What if we changed our attitudes?  We read about the three 

friends of Job. For almost 30 chapters, they criticized Job and Job 

criticized them. Instead of being bitter and angry, we read in Job 

42:20, "And the Lord restored Job’s losses when he prayed for his 

friends. Indeed the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before." 

When he changed his attitude, God restored more than he lost. 

Many of us want God to bless us, restore us and give us a 

breakthrough. However, God may be waiting for us to change our 

attitudes. Instead of being bitter, we forgive. Instead of 

complaining, we are thankful. Instead of worrying, we trust God. 

We rise and fall on our attitudes. We read in Proverbs 25:2-22, 

"If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; And if he is 

thirsty, give him water to drink; For so you will heap coals of fire on 

his head, And the Lord will reward you." 

5. What if we obey the word of God?  The Bible says in Joshua 

1:8, " This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but 

you[a] shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to 

do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your 

way prosperous, and then you will have good success." What if we 

began to tithe and give generously. What if we became serious 

about our commitment to the local church? The Bible say that those 

who are planted in the house of the Lord, will flourish in the courts 

of our God." (Psalm 92:13-14)  What if husbands would love their 

wives, wives respect their husbands, children honor their parents, 

etc. What if we simply just did what the Bible tells us to do! What if 

we repented of our sins and surrendered our lives to Jesus! In 2 
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Corinthians 7:10-11 we read, "For godly sorrow produces 

repentance leading to salvation." The word salvation here means, 

eternal life, healing, deliverance, prosperity etc. 

6. What if we praised and worshipped the Lord?  We have the 

example of Paul and Silas in prison in Acts 16. Their situation was 

desperate, but we read in verse 16:25-26, "But at midnight Paul 

and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God,... Suddenly 

there was a great earthquake." What if we just worshipped and 

praised  the Lord, even if we do not feel like doing so! 

We read about David's and Bathsheba's baby in 2 Samuel 12. The 

baby was sick and David fasted and prayed and wept  before the 

Lord for four days. However, the baby died. Instead of crying and 

being discouraged, he simply got up, washed his face, went into the 

temple and worshiped the Lord. We read in verse 24, that God 

gave David another baby, whose  name was Solomon. If we stop 

focusing on the 'dead babies' in our lives, our regrets and 

disappointments, maybe, God will give us a 'better baby.' He may 

give us better opportunities, greater blessings and restore even 

more than we have lost.  

Finally:  In the light of eternity, money and possessions are not so 

important. We will not take anything into eternity with us. The only 

thing we can take into eternity, are the things we have done for 

Jesus. We will all one day stand before the judgment seat of Christ 

to receive our rewards for eternity. Even though we have made 

mistakes on earth, and suffered great loss, these will be forgotten 

when one day we meet with Jesus. The Bible says that one day, 

God will wipe away all our tears. Therefore, what if we serve God 

with all our hearts, and put Him first so that we can one day 

receive a great reward in heaven.? We cannot change our past, but 

with Jesus, we can have a wonderful future. Amen 
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7:5 How to develop a hunger for God 

Hunger is usually a sign of good health. When a person recovers 

from an illness, the first thing they want to do is eat. The same is 

true with spiritual hunger. When we have a strong hunger for the 

things of God, it is a sign that we are spiritually healthy. Spiritual 

hunger is one of the most important keys to the blessing and 

presence of God. It also brings great delight to the heart of God 

and is the most important quality that God looks for in our lives. 

The Bible says “For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout 

the whole earth, to show himself strong in the behalf of them 

whose heart is perfect (loyal, undivided) toward him.”  (1) 2 

Chronicles 16:9 

What is spiritual hunger?  

Firstly  It is a strong desire for God's presence and power. We see 

an example of this in the life of Moses. When God told him that an 

angel would go before them and cause them to possess the 

Promised Land, Moses told God that he was not interested unless 

God went with him. (2) The presence of God was more important to 

him than the blessings of God. (2) Exodus 33:15 

Secondly, it is manifested by our dependence on God. Moses said 

to the Children of Israel, "So He humbled you, allowed you to 

hunger … that He might make you know that man shall not live by 

bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the 

mouth of the Lord."  (3) God allowed them to suffer physical hunger 

so that they would develop a hunger for a relationship with Him. 

That is why God sometimes may remove some of the natural things 

that distract us from Him so that we can learn to be dependent on 

Him. However, God wants us to have a hunger for Him even when 

we experience His blessings.  David, who was the possibly the 

richest and most blessed person alive at that time said, “I am poor 

and needy!” He had a hunger for God, in an atmosphere of 

blessing.   (3) Deuteronomy 8:2 (4) Psalms 40:17 

(3) Thirdly, spiritual hunger is manifested by our openness to the 

Holy Spirit and the word of God. Jesus said that man shall live by 
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every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. (5) If we have a 

hunger for God, then we will also have a hunger for His word. We 

love to read the Bible and meditate on His word. (5) Luke 4:4 

The benefits of Spiritual hunger:  

1. Hungry people will be satisfied and fulfilled: There are many 

scriptures that speak about the benefits of spiritual hunger. We 

read in the book of Psalms, “He satisfies the longing soul and fills 

the hungry heart with goodness. (6) Jesus said, "Blessed are those 

who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled." 

(7) The word 'filled' can also mean to be satisfied or fulfilled. 

Hungry people are contented people. Mary the mother of Jesus said 

in Luke, that God "... fills the hungry with good things but sends 

the rich away empty." (7) When we are hungry for God, we always 

want to receive more from Him, but the rich, those who think they 

do not need God and have everything they need, do not receive 

anything from God.  (6) Psalms 107:9, (7) Luke 1:53 

2. Hungry people will experience the refreshing and the power of 

the Holy Spirit. We read in the book of Psalms, that “He turns the 

wilderness into pools of water, and dry land into water springs. 

There he makes the hungry to dwell that they may establish a city 

for a dwelling place.” It says here, "they may establish a city for a 

dwelling place." (8) When we hunger for God, we establish a place 

for the presence of God, for He dwells among those who are 

hungry. They have a wonderful intimate relationship with God! 

Jesus also said, "Whoever is thirsty come unto Me and drink and 

out of your heart shall flow rivers of living water.”(9)      

(8) Psalms 107:35-36, 38, (9) John 7:37-39 

 3. Hungry people will influence others for Jesus: We read in the 

same Psalm, “He blesses them (the hungry) and they multiply 

greatly.” (10) There is great blessing for those who are hungry for 

God. They influence others for Christ and their churches grow.    
(10) Psalms 107:38 

How do we know that we are hungry for God?  
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1. We will do anything ,go anywhere to meet with God: In the 

natural, hungry people are desperate people, they will do anything 

and go anywhere to receive something to eat. Hunger is one of the 

strongest motivations of a man.  In some countries, they will stand 

in long queues all day long just to receive some bread. In the same 

way, if we are spiritually hungry, we will do anything even if it costs 

us money and it is inconvenient to meet with God and to have His 

reality in our lives. Sometimes we will even fast and pray, because 

we are hungry for God's presence and blessing. That is why people 

all over the world, will fly to places, even at great cost to 

experience the move of the Holy Spirit. 

2. We love to spend time in God’s presence: If we are hungry of 

God then it is not difficult for us to pray, read the Bible and worship 

God. We experience the reality of that verse that says, "deep calls 

unto deep. (11) Something in us yearns for something in God. 

However, if we feel we do not have this hunger, we can begin to 

draw near to God today by faith and our hunger for God will begin 

to increase. James says, “Draw near to God and He will draw near 

to you.” (12) If we take the first step, God will do the rest and give 

us the grace to draw near.    (11) Psalm 42:7, (12) James 4:8 

3. We have a desire to meet with other Christians:  John writes and 

says that "We know that we have passed from death to life, 

because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother 

abides in death." (13) Those that withdraw from fellowship and from 

relationships with other believers are those who have usually lost 

their hunger for God. I have heard so many tell me, "I love Jesus, I 

read my Bible and I pray, but I do not see the necessity of going to 

church." The truth of the matter is that they are spiritually dead 

and have lost their hunger for God. (13) 1 John 3:14 

One of my favorite Psalms says that “Those that are planted in the 

house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall 

still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing;” 

(14) Hungry people are “planted in the house of the Lord” They are 

committed to a local church!   (13) 1 John 3:14, (14) Psalms 92:13-14 
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4. We lose our appetite for the things of the world:  Although many 

things we do and watch are not sinful, they should not control our 

lives. Our love and hunger for God is often measured by our lack of 

desire for the things of the world. The Bible says, “Love not the 

world, nor the things of the world. If anyone loves the world, the 

love of the Father is not in him.” (15) We will often find that worldly 

entertainment becomes boring to us because we have experienced 

something so much better, our relationship with God. When we love 

the world and the things of the world, we lose our love for the 

Father. On the other hand, when we develop our love for the 

Father, we will lose our desire for the things of the world. (15) 1 

John 2:15. 

5. We are joyful and excited about the things of God:  The Bible 

says that "the Kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 

righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” (16) When our 

Christian lives become boring, it means we may be losing our 

hunger for God. Hungry people are always excited and enthusiastic 

about the things of God and about following Jesus. They love to talk 

about the Lord and what He is doing.  (16) Romans 14:17 

6. We easily receive the blessings of God:  The book of Proverbs 

says, “A full soul loathes the honeycomb, but to the hungry soul, 

every bitter thing is sweet.” (17) In the natural, hungry people are 

not fussy what they eat, they will even eat a dry piece of bread, 

and they will eat anything! Even "bitter things seem sweet to 

them!"  In the same way, those who are hungry for God are easily 

edified and blessed. Even a boring sermon will bless them. They will 

always find something that blesses and are humble enough to 

receive from anyone whom God chooses.  They are usually the 

ones that take notes during the sermons, and have an open and 

teachable attitude. We have had the privilege to minister to those 

in countries who are so spiritually hungry. Even simple truths bless 

them. (17) Proverbs 27:7 

How do we become hungry for God?  

1. Feed ourselves with God's word: In the natural world, we lose 

our hunger when we eat. It the spiritual world, the opposite is true, 
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we increase our hunger when we eat. The more we read and 

meditate on the Bible, the more our hunger for God's word will 

increase. We will be like Jeremiah who said, "Your words were 

found, and I ate them, and Your word was to me the joy and 

rejoicing of my heart." (18) The word of God, the Bible, produces 

spiritual hunger. The more we read it, the more we want to read it. 

In Hebrews it says, "For the word of God is living and powerful..." 

(19) The word 'powerful' is the Greek word, "energes". Spiritual 

energy and hunger automatically is imparted to us when we read 

and meditate on the word of God. (18) Jeremiah 15:16, (19) Hebrew 

4:12. 

2. Repentance: If we acknowledge and repent from that which 

steals our hunger. We can also repent of our lack of hunger for 

God, in the book of Corinthians we read how their repentance 

produced a supernatural zeal and hunger in their hearts for God. 

We read, "For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed after a 

godly manner, what diligence it produced in you ... what zeal, what 

vehement desire..." (20) They noticed that after they repented they 

had a new desire and hunger for God.     (20) 2 Corinthians 7:11 

3. We can ask God to give us the gift of hunger:  The Bible says 

that if “we ask anything according to the will of God, God will hear 

us, and if he hears us, we have the petition that we have asked 

for.” (21) Hunger is the will of God for our lives so we can ask God 

to give us that hunger. We cannot work up a natural hunger for 

God; we can only receive it by grace.  (21) 1 John 5:14 

4. Expose ourselves to the move of the Holy Spirit: We can meet 

with those who are hungry for God, and where the Holy Spirit is 

moving. We are like a coal in the fire, when it is in the fire it will 

glow, but if we remove it from the fire, it will stop glowing. Those 

that are hungry for God will help us to increase our hunger for God. 

The Bible says that we should “.... consider one another in order to 

stir up love and good works". (22) Sometimes we need to go to 

places where the Spirit of God is moving in order to increase our 

hunger for God.  (22) Hebrews 10:24 
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5. We can expose ourselves to those who have had encounters with 

God and who have been greatly used by God. We can listen to their 

messages, listen to their testimonies and read their books. One of 

the things that my wife and I do is to watch Sid Roth's supernatural 

program each week where he interviews those who are greatly 

used by God and have had amazing experiences with Him. We read 

in Revelations that "The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 

prophecy." (23) The word prophecy means 'to do it again'. When we 

read the stories of those who were hungry for God, it will also 

increase our hunger for Him. (23) Revelations 19.10 

6. We can stop feeding ourselves with that that takes away our 

spiritual hunger. For example, if we eat junk food before eating a 

delicious meal, we will lose our appetite for the meal. In the same 

way, there are things that we are feeding our minds and hearts 

with that can take away our spiritual hunger for God. There are no 

laws against watching TV, spending time on the Internet, watching 

sport and other types of entertainment. But we need to be careful 

that these things do not cause us to lose our hunger for God. I 

have found in my own life, that there are things that are not 

considered sinful that takes away my hunger for God. Paul says, 

"All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful. All 

things are lawful for me, but not all things edify.” (24) Often it is 

not what we watch or read, but the spirit behind it that grieves the 

Holy Spirit. (24) 1 Cor 10:23 

7. The importance of fasting: When we become hungry for natural 

food, we often stir up our hunger for spiritual food. When we fast, 

the influence of the flesh is weakened which makes us more aware 

of the influence of the Holy Spirit. I have often experienced a 

greater awareness of God's presence when I fast. The best motive 

for fasting should be to deepen our desire for spiritual things and to 

deepen our relationship with Jesus. Jesus said “... but the days will 

come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then 

shall they fast.” (25) When Jesus, our Heavenly Bridegroom seems 

far away, we can fast because we desire His presence. (25) Matthew 

9:15 
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8. Do something for Jesus: When we are actively doing something 

for Jesus such as praying for the sick, encouraging people, 

preaching the gospel or teaching the Bible, our hunger for God will 

increase. Our active involvement in spiritual things, keeps us 

spiritually alert and hungry for God.  Paul said to Timothy, "...  stir 

up the gift of God, which is in you by the putting on of my hands." 

(26) If we feel that we are losing our hunger for God, then one of 

the best things we can do is to tell others about Jesus and heal the 

sick.    (26)  2 Timothy 1:6 

Finally: Jesus said, “... I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me 

shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” 

(27) Our relationship with Jesus and our commitment to Him will 

cause us to lose our appetite for the things of the world and fulfill 

the hunger in our souls. Amen    (27) John 6:35 

 

7.6 Now is the accepted time: 

A number of years ago, I was travelling home by car in South 
Africa. I was living on a farm in the Karroo.  At that time I was 
involved in a travelling ministry as well as doing part time civil 
engineering. I began to think to myself, "One day I will have a 
wonderful relationship with God. I will be greatly used by God and 
God will greatly bless my life." It was like a daydream.  As I was 
thinking these thoughts, a scripture came into my mind. "Behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation." (2 
Corinthians 6:2) 

It was as if the Holy Spirit was saying to me, "Not some vague day 
in the future, but you can step into that right now!" God's time is 
always now. God wants us to be blessed now, not some time in the 
distant future. The devil always has a tomorrow, or some time 
later. He will give us a hundred reasons why we cannot be blessed 
right now and enter into all that God wants us to have right now. 
God is the God of the now! His name is I AM, and not I WILL BE or 
I WAS. 

We have a tendency either to live in the past or the future. We 
remember the great blessings and the move of the Holy Spirit in 
the past. We think to ourselves, "Oh I wish it would happen again." 
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On the other hand we can live in the future; "Revival is coming, 

God is going to do wonderful things among us." We make wonderful 
declarations year after year of what God is going to do, but it is like 
a dream that never comes to pass. 

I heard an amusing illustration of a sign in a restaurant which said: 
"Tomorrow there will be free meals." The following day a number 
of people came for their free meals, but the owner pointed to the 
sign which read, "Tomorrow there will be free meals." The truth 
of the matter is, that if we do not take steps of faith today and 
move towards what we desire, nothing will happen. If we do not go 

to our 'spiritual promised land,' it will not come to us. 

In Number chapter 13 and 14, we read about how Moses sent 
out Joshua, Caleb and the ten spies to spy out the land of Canaan. 
When they returned, the ten spies said. “We went to the land 
where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its 
fruit.  Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the 
cities are fortified and very large; ...We are not able to go up 
against the people, for they are stronger than we." (Number 
13:27-31) 

They were saying to Moses, the land is wonderful, but there are too 
many problems and obstacles, we cannot go up right now. The 
same can happen to us. We continually focus on all our negative 
circumstances and problems and we do not believe God can do it 
right now. 

On the other hand, Caleb said, "Let us go up at once and take 
possession, for we are well able to overcome it.” (Number 13:30)  
Caleb and Joshua also saw the giants and the cities, but they also 

remembered the promise that God gave to them through Moses in 
Exodus 3:17, "I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to 
the land of the Canaanites, ...  to a land flowing with milk and 
honey.”  Caleb said in  Numbers 14:8-9, "If the Lord delights in 
us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us, ‘a land 
which flows with milk and honey... the Lord is with us. Do not fear 
them." 

God delights in us when we believe His word. In Hebrews 11:6 we 
read, "That without faith it is impossible to please God." Therefore, 

when we believe God's word and His promises, we can "go up at 
once" and enter into our spiritual promised lands. It does not 
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depend on our performance or abilities, but on what Jesus has 

accomplished on the cross for us and what God has promised! 

We have a similar example of this when Jesus raised Lazarus from 
the dead. We read about the dialogue between Jesus and Martha in 
John 11:23-25, "Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day.”  In other words, "Yes Lord, I know 
that he will rise again, some day in the future.  Jesus said to her, “I 
am the resurrection and the life." In  other words, "No Martha, you 
do not understand, I want to do it now, I am the resurrection and 

the life!" In the same way, we can receive now, if we believe God's 
word and take steps of faith to receive that what He has promised 
us. 

Therefore right now .... 

We can receive our healing an deliverance.  

We read in 2 Corinthians 6:2, "Now is the appointed time, now is 
the day of salvation." The word salvation is a big word that also 

means, healing, deliverance and forgiveness. We can believe and 
receive our healing right now, even if we do not see the evidence 
right away. In Mark 11:14, we read how Jesus walked past a fig 
tree and said, " “Let no one eat fruit from you ever again.” Nothing 
seemed to happen immediately, but the following day the disciples 
noticed that the frig tree had dried up from the roots. Jesus said to 
them, "Have faith in God." The fig tree died the moment Jesus 
spoke, but they only saw the evidence the following day. In the 
same way, just because we do not see the immediate evidence of 
our healing, it does not mean that we are not healed. Often the 

evidence appears later. In 1 Peter 2:24, It says, "By His stripes we 
were healed." It does not say, By His stripes we will be healed " 
(My testimony) 

We can receive our answers to our prayers right now.  

Jesus said in Mark 11:24, "Therefore I say to you, whatever things 
you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will 
have them." The Passion Translation says, "...believe that you 
have received it and it will be yours." Furthermore, Jesus says in 

Matthew 7:8, "Whoever asks receives..." Obviously we must ask 
according to God's will. We read in 1 John 5:14-15, "... for if we 
present any request agreeable to his will, he will hear us. And if we 
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know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we also know that we 

have obtained the requests we ask of him." (Passion) Although 
there is a place for persevering prayer, sometimes we need thank 
God for the answers even before we see them! 

We can enjoy a wonderful intimate relations with God.  

The Bible says in James 4:8, "Draw near to God and He will draw 
near to us." As we draw near, He draws near. We can do so right 
now! If we know that we need to spend more time in prayer, 
reading our Bibles, personal worship, etc. Why not do so today! 

Now is the accepted time! 

In Song of Solomon 5:2-6, we read about a young girl and her 
beloved. In verse 2 the young girl says "I sleep, but my heart is 
awake; It is the voice of my beloved! He knocks, saying, “Open for 
me, my sister, [a]my love... (She answers him) I have taken off my 
robe; How can I put it on again? I have washed my feet; How can I 
defile them? My beloved put his hand By the latch of the door, And 
my heart yearned for him."  (After a delay) we read in verse 5, "I 
arose to open for my beloved,... I opened for my beloved, But my 
beloved had turned away and was gone. My heart leaped up when 
he spoke. I sought him, but I could not find him; I called him, but 
he gave me no answer." 

She lost the opportunity to have a wonderful, close relationship 
with her beloved because she did not respond to him immediately. 
This can happen to us. The Holy Spirit stirs our heart to have 
fellowship and spend time in prayer. But because it is inconvenient, 
or we are distracted or lazy we miss wonderful encounters with 
God. The Bible says, " Isaiah 55:6, "Seek the Lord while He may 

be found, Call upon Him while He is near." Now is the time to seek 
the Lord, now is the time to draw near to God. Often the best time 
to do so, is when it seems inconvenient. 

We can obey God right now. 

We read in Hebrews 3:7-8, "Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: 
“Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts as in 
the rebellion." If we do not obey God today, it may be more difficult 
to do so later. Right now we can do what the Bible says we must 

do. We can bring our tithes, we can forgive one another, we can 
repent of our sins, we can follow Jesus with all our hearts. We 
should not be like the man in Matthew 8:22-23 who said to Jesus, 
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" ... Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to 

him, “Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” If we to 
follow Jesus, we can do it right now. 

We can testify about Jesus and tell others about Him. 

Timothy 4:2 we read, "Preach the word! Be ready in season and 
out of season." The Amplified Bible says, "preach the word, be 
ready when the time is right and even when it is not keep your 
sense of urgency, whether the opportunity seems favorable or 
unfavorable, whether convenient or inconvenient, whether welcome 

or unwelcome." Often opportunities come when we open our 
mouths and tell others about Jesus. 

One of the saddest verses in the Bible is found in Jeremiah 8:2, 
“The harvest is past, The summer is ended, And we are not saved!” 
If we do not use the opportunities that God gives us today to tell 
others about Jesus, we may lose these opportunities in the future. 
The longer we delay sharing our faith with people, the more difficult 
it becomes to do so later. 

Right now we can rejoice in the Lord and believe Him for a 
breakthrough. 

In Philippians 4:4 we read, "Rejoice in the Lord and again I say 
rejoice!" We are commanded to rejoice, even if we do not feel like 
doing so. We have an interesting instruction in Nehemiah 8:8-9: 
"This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn nor weep.” 
For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the Law.... 
for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the 
Lord is your strength.” Maybe, some of us are going through 

difficult times and we may feel like sitting down and crying. But, 
now is the time to take a step of faith and rejoice and praise the 
Lord. This is what Paul and Silas did in Acts 16. They were severely 
beaten and thrown in prison. They obviously did not feel like 
praising the Lord but we read that at midnight they sang songs to 
the Lord and God sent a great deliverance. 

We have a great verse in Song of Solomon 2:11-12, "For lo, the 
winter is past, The rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the 
earth; The time of singing has come, And the voice of the 

turtledove Is heard in our land."  This is a new day for many of us. 
The winter season is past, spring has come and it is time to sing. 
We also notice that voice of the turtle dove, which is a type of the 
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Holy Spirit was heard in the land. When we begin to rejoice and 

praise the Lord, we put ourselves in a position to hear the voice of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Finally, now is the time to follow Jesus with all our hearts.  

Therefore "today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your heart. 
For today is the day of your salvation." Amen 

 


