
1 
 

Glory to Glory 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From leadership to missions 

Book 6 

 

 

By Dave van den Berg 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



3 
 

Index 

6.1. Ministry gifts. In this study, we take a brief look at the five 

ministry gifts as laid out in Ephesians chapter 4. We also look at the practical 

ways these gifts operate and how to identify those who are really called to the 

ministry. (Page 4) 

6.2. Leadership qualities. In this subject, we look at principles of 

leadership, levels of leadership and qualities that God wants to develop in 

leaders. The study ends with a profile of a balanced leader as found in the first 

chapter of the book of Ezekiel. (Page 9) 

6.3. Time management and people skills. In this study, we 

will look at the principles of time management, priorities as well as people 

skills. (Page 17) 

6.4. Witnessing and evangelism. In this study, we will look at 

soul-winning techniques and how to lead people to Christ. (Page 21)           

6.5. Missions. In this study, we will look at important mission’s 

principles and the progression from soul-winning to missions.  We conclude 

this study with entry strategies. (Page 26) 

6.6. Giving to missions.  In this study we will look at principles of 

giving to missions from the life of Elijah based on 1 Kings 17. (Page 32) 

6.7 Suffering and persecution.  Persecution and suffering is real 

in many countries where there is a need for missions. The purpose of this 

study is to help those going through persecution and suffering and prepare 

those of who will face this in the future. (Page 36)                                       

6.8 Successful cell groups. There are many different methods of 

how we can run a cell group. However, in this study we will look at principles 

that will make any cell group successful.  (Page 40)   

6.9 I will go. This short sermon concludes this section with a challenge 

to missions based on the phrase "I will go" that occurs three times in the Old 

Testament. (Page 45)  
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6.1. Ministry gifts        

Purpose for the ministry gifts:   

Ephesians 4:11-13: “And he gave some, apostles; and some, 

prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 

For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 

edifying of the body of Christ:  Till we all come in the unity of the 

faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 

unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ:”  

Equip saints for work of ministry. It is not God’s will that the 

ministry in the church is only performed by one or two special 

people. We are all called into the ministry. Ephesians 4:16: “From 

whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that 

which every joint supplies.” We also read in 1 Corinthians 14.26: 

“How is it then, brethren? When you come together, every one of 

you has a psalm, has a doctrine, hath a tongue, has a revelation, 

and has an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.” 

These gifts are not only to serve the church but also to prepare 

each member to fulfill their ministry and calling. 

To edify body of Christ. The main emphasis of these ministries 

should be to edify and encourage the church.  We read about the 

ministry of Paul in the book of Acts, of how he continually 

strengthened and encouraged the believers. We read in 2 

Corinthians 10.8: “For though I should boast somewhat more of 

our authority, which the Lord hath given us for edification, and not 

for your destruction.” Although rebuke is sometimes necessary, the 

highest priority should be to encourage and edify the church.  Titus 

2.15: “These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all 

authority.” 

They are to lead by example and not control and dominate the 

church. 1 Peter 5.3: “Neither as being Lords over the church but 

examples to the flock.” 

Not all are called to these ministry gifts: It is important to note that 

although not all are called to these gifts, it is good to desire them. 

We read in 1 Timothy 3.1: “If a man desires a position of a bishop 
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(pastor), he desires a good work.” If we have a desire for the 

ministry gifts, then we are probably called to them. However, God 

may still have to take some of us through a period of training 

before we are ready to function in these gifts. It is important to 

note that it is the anointing of the Holy Spirit that qualifies us for 

these gifts and not just our diplomas or our degrees. We read about 

what Nebuchadnezzar said to Daniel in Daniel 4.18: “You are able, 

for the Spirit of the Holy God is in you.” 

How do we know that someone is called to these gifts? By their 

fruit! If we are teachers, we should have students. If we are 

apostles, we should plant churches! If we are evangelists we should 

regularly lead people to Jesus. If we are pastors, then we should 

have flocks. 

What about titles? There is no mention of any titles in the New 

Testament. Paul referred to an office of an apostle. Peter referred 

to his office as a teacher and elder. The church is a family. When 

Paul writes to the church, he calls himself Paul. However, for the 

sake of respect we can call someone by the title “pastor” or 

“bishop.” But this in turn should not put a gap between us and our 

leaders.  

How should we treat these ministry gifts? With respect! We honor 

the Lord by honoring their position. 1 Timothy 5.17:  “Let the 

elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially 

they who labor in the word and doctrine.” 

 

A brief description of these gifts: 

Apostles:  The word apostle was first referred to by the Romans. It 

was the ship that led a fleet of ships to establish a Roman 

government in a country that they had conquered. Therefore, the 

ministry of an apostle is not only to plant churches, but establish 

“church government” in a new area. This is what Paul did when he 

visited the churches that He had planted. He appointed pastors and 

elders.  



6 
 

The word apostle comes from the Greek word “apostalos” which 

means “someone that is sent.” Therefore, an apostle can be 

someone who plants churches in a new area, or a pioneer 

missionary. However, not everyone who starts a church is an 

apostle! It is usually someone who starts a movement of new 

churches. In Mark 3:14 we read, “He appointed the twelve that 

they might be with Him and that He might send them out to 

preach.” 

There are more than 12 apostles mentioned in the Bible. Timothy, 

Paul, Silas and Apollos were also apostles. In fact there are about 

20 apostles mentioned in New Testament. It is also possible for 

women to also be apostles. For example, Priscilla (Romans 16:3) 

and Junias (Romans 16:7) were also apostles. We have modern 

day examples such as Heidi Baker who has planted many churches 

in Africa and Aimee McPherson who planted more than 500 

churches and started a movement that has 4 000 churches in the 

USA. 

An apostle is also a ‘father’ ministry that leads other ministries. 

These are often mature leaders that train and lead other leaders 

under them. (1 Corinthians 4:15) Furthermore, an apostle usually 

has a strong anointing to perform signs, wonder and miracles. 2 

Corinthians 12.12: “Truly the signs of an apostle were 

accomplished among you … in signs, wonders and mighty deeds.” 

The gift of an apostle is the highest of the ministry gifts. It is 

possible for someone to grow into this gift. He can start off as a 

pastor and later become an apostle. We have the example of Paul. 

In Acts 13:2 he was first a teacher and a prophet. Afterwards he 

became an apostle when he was sent out by the church. Therefore, 

an apostle can usually operate in all the other ministry gifts.  

Prophets:  A prophet is someone who gives prophetic direction to 

the church. One of the definitions of a prophet is found in 

Numbers 12.6: “If there is a prophet among you, I the Lord will 

make Myself known to him in a vision, I will speak to him in a 

dream.” It is a person that often has dreams and visions from the 

Lord. 
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The ministry of a prophet is a recognized leadership gift and is 

more than someone who give prophecies. In Ephesians 2:20 it 

says we are built upon the foundation of apostles and prophets. The 

prophet often helps the apostle with prophetic direction and 

confirmation. We have the example of Agabus in Acts 22:10. 

A prophet is recognized by the validation of his prophesies. What 

He prophesies, must come to pass! Jeremiah 28.9: “When the 

word of the prophet comes to pass, then the prophet shall be 

known as one whom the Lord has truly sent.” 

Evangelists:  There are not many evangelists mentioned in the 

Book of Acts. Philip was an evangelist (Acts 21:8) and Stephen 

who was martyred was probably also an evangelist. An evangelist 

has an unusual anointing to lead people to salvation in Christ. He or 

she usually has an anointing to perform miracles and healings. 

Mark 16.15-16: “Go into all the world and preach the gospel … 

these signs shall follow those who believe…”  

However, although this is the scarcest of all ministry gifts, we are 

all called to do the work of an evangelist. (2 Tim 4:5). Evangelism 

adds the ‘spark’ to all the other ministry gifts. For example, a good 

pastor is one who leads people to Christ. Leading people to Christ 

should always be our highest priority. The evangelist should work in 

a team. For example Philip, he preached in Samaria but invited 

Peter and John to come and establish the church (Acts 8) 

Pastors.  This is the most common of the ministry gifts. The word 

pastor comes from the word ‘pasture’. Therefore, he or she is a 

shepherd to the sheep. Therefore, one of the ways to identify the 

anointing of the pastor is that people like to gather around them. 

They have a gift of hospitality and are people that love to be with 

people. 

It is important that a pastor does not neglect his personal 

relationship with the Lord. Jeremiah 10:21 “The shepherds have 

become dull hearted and have not sought the Lord, Therefore, they 

shall not prosper and their flocks shall be scattered.” 
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A good pastor should be able to feed the flock and have the ability 

to teach and preach. Jeremiah 3:15, “I will give you shepherds 

according to my own heart, who will feed you with knowledge and 

understanding.” 1Timothy 5.17:  “Let the elders that rule well be 

counted worthy of double honor, especially they who labor in the 

word and doctrine.” 

Acts 20.28: (This is Paul’s instructions to the pastors at Ephesus.) 

“Take heed to yourselves and the flock, among which the Holy 

Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God 

which He purchased with His own blood.”  Firstly, They must take 

heed to themselves. They must pay attention to their own spiritual 

lives as well as the flock. A pastor should have a strong personal 

relationship with the Lord. Secondly, The ministry of the pastor is 

given by the Holy Spirit, and is a high calling. Thirdly, The flock 

belongs to God. A pastor must realize that he does not own the 

sheep, but he has been given the responsibility to look after God’s 

sheep. 

Proverbs 27:23-27. “Be diligent to know the state of your flocks. 

(Verse 26) The lambs will provide your clothing and the goats the 

price of a field (Verse 27) You shall have enough goats milk for 

you food, for the food of your household….” To be a pastor is a 

calling and not just a job. Therefore, he should not motivated by 

money. However, if the pastor cares for sheep well, they will take 

care of him. 

1 Peter 5:2-4: “Shepherd the flock, serving as overseers, not by 

compulsion, but willingly. Not for dishonest gain, but eagerly; not 

being lords over those whom the Lord has entrusted to you, but 

being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, 

you will receive a crown of glory that does not fade away.” There 

are great rewards in eternity for those who have been faithful 

pastors on earth.  

Teachers:  We have example of Paul and Barnabas in Acts 13:1, 

and Apollos in Acts 18:26-28. For example, Appolos was "sharp in 

the word." A teacher loves the word and people enjoy listening to 

him.  He has the ability to make complicated truths simple. We 
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read in Nehemiah 8.8: “So they (the teachers) read distinctly from 

the book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, and helped 

them to understand the reading.” A teacher has the ability to help 

people understand God’s word. 

 

Finally: The ministry gifts described in Ephesians 4 is a quote 

from Psalm 68:18 where we read, "You have ascended on high, 

You have led captivity captive; You have received gifts among men, 

even from the rebellious, That the Lord God might dwell there." The 

last phrase says, "that the Lord might dwell there." Therefore the 

highest purpose of these gifts is to reveal and God to people and 

bring His presence to them. Amen 

 

6.2. Leadership qualities  

     

The definition of leadership is as follows: Firstly it is the ability to 
gain followers. Secondly, it is the ability to motivate people towards 
a certain goal. Thirdly, it is the ability to influence people.  
 
We read about King David, “So he (David) swayed the hearts of all 
the men of Judah..." (2 Samuel 19:14) The qualities within 
leaders motivate others to follow them. We also read in the book of 
Judges, “When leaders lead in Israel, when the people willingly 
offer themselves, Bless the LORD!” (Judges 5:2)   This does not 
mean that all leaders are good. There have been many very evil 
leaders that have had strong leadership qualities, for example 
Hitler, had strong leadership qualities, but he was evil.  However, 
for the sake of this study, we are going to look at qualities from a 
Christian perspective, and the purpose of this study is to encourage 
us to develop godly leadership qualities. 
 

Leadership is open to all of us and will improve our quality of life 

and our fruitfulness in the Kingdom of God. There are those who 

have been born with leadership qualities and are natural leaders, 

but these are in the minority. Most leaders are leaders because 

they have developed leadership skills. We have the example of 
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David’s mighty men. When David met them, they were a group of 

defeated people.  They were in distress, in debt and discontented, 

(1 Samuel 22:2). However, after spending time with David, they 

became mighty leaders in Israel. (2 Samuel 23:8) The same is 

true of Jesus and His disciples. When He found them they were 

ordinary fishermen, but after spending three and a half years with 

them, they became anointed apostles.   

It is also true that the condition of the people depends on the 

condition of the leaders. In the Old Testament, the Children of 

Israel were blessed when they had good kings and suffered when 

they had bad kings. The condition of the kings affected the 

condition of the people. When the kings turned to idolatry, the 

people fell into idolatry. The same is true of a church or a Christian 

organization. The spiritual health of the people will depend on the 

spiritual health of the leaders. People rise or fall on the qualities of 

their leaders! The Bible says, "When the righteous are in authority, 

the people rejoice: but when the wicked rule, the people groan." 

(Proverbs 29:2)  

 
Different levels of leadership: 
 
Now there are different levels of leadership. The first level of 
leadership is someone who is appointed into that position. This is 
what we will call, appointed leadership. These are those that have 
been appointed by other leaders.  For example, a pastor can choose 
a youth leader, and the reason why the youth leader is a leader, is 

because of his position and not because of his ability. However, this 
does not mean that he does not have the ability to lead. Many 
political appointments fall into this category. If the top leader is 
corrupt, the leaders under him are usually weak and corrupt. 
 
The second level of leadership is when a person has a relationship 
with those whom he leads. We will call this, relationship leadership. 
People will follow a person because they like or love that person. An 
example of this is a good loving pastor.  People follow him because 
they love him! Cornelius in the Bible is in this category. (Acts 10) 

 
The third level of leadership is when people follow the leader 
because of his or her abilities and performance. We call this level, 



11 
 

performance leadership. This is an example of an anointed pastor 

or apostle. The people now go beyond just loving the leader; they 
now begin to admire the leader. Miracles begin to happen, souls get 
saved and the pastor preaches dynamic sermons that bless the 
people.  
 
The highest and fourth level of leadership is when people follow the 
leader because the leader has made an investment into their lives. 
This type of leader reproduces his leadership qualities in the lives of 
those he leads. We call this level of leadership, reproductive 
leadership. Our best example is that of Jesus. He made an 

investment into a small group of followers and they in turn became 
mighty leaders. Therefore, the highest goal of leadership is to raise 
up other leaders. For example, a good pastor is someone that 
raises up other pastors! 
 
Furthermore, the higher the level of leadership, the easier it 
becomes to lead and the more willing the people will be to follow 
that leader. For example, there may be a lot of rebellion under 
someone that has been appointed, but very seldom under someone 

who has made an investment in the lives of others. 
 
Important qualities of leadership. 
 
We are now going to look at some of the qualities that we need to 
develop in our lives to become good leaders. I want to give a 
summary of these qualities and comment briefly on each of them. 

 

Firstly the importance of humility:  One of the best examples in the 

Bible was that of Moses. We read in Numbers 12:3, “Now the man 

Moses was very humble, more than all men who were on the face 

of the earth.” This is the greatest quality that God look for in our 

lives. Jesus said, "Whoever desires to become great among you, let 

him be your servant." (Matthew 20:26)  As we said before, it is a 

good desire to be a leader, but we must serve! In the book of 

James we read, “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He 

will lift you up.” (James 4:10) Notice, as we do the humbling, God 

will do the raising up. If we try to exalt ourselves, then God will do 

the humbling for us! 
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Often, we can "catch the spirit of leaders" when we humbly serve 
them. For example, Elisha served Elijah and caught the 'spirit of 
Elijah.' Timothy served Paul, and also became an apostle. We have 
the instruction that the old advisors gave to Rehoboam, the son of 
Solomon, “If you be a servant to these people today and serve 
them and answer them and speak good words to them, then they 
shall be your servants forever.” (1 Kings 12:7) If we want people 
to serve us, we must be willing to serve. We serve our way to 
leadership! 

Secondly, the importance of faithfulness: Faithfulness is a big 

subject so we will only look briefly at what it means to be faithful. 
We read in the parable of the talents, "His lord said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few 
things, I will make you ruler over many things.” (Matthew 25:21) 
Notice again, if we are faithful, God will make us rulers, He will lift 
us up into leadership.  

Paul spoke about how God put him into the ministry, "“I thank 
Christ Jesus our Lord, who has enabled me, because He counted 
me faithful, putting me into the ministry.” (1 Tim. 1:12) Notice 

the order here, firstly he was faithful and because of that, God 
enabled him and then God put him into the ministry. Paul also gives 
Timothy this very important instruction, "And the things that you 
have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” (2 Timothy 
2:2) Paul was saying to Timothy, that those whom he had to train 
for ministry and put in leadership had to be faithful.  

Faithfulness therefore, gives us a platform to influence and teach 
others. For example, if we teach on giving, we need to be faithful in 
giving. Jesus said, "If you have not been faithful in what is another 
man's, who will give you your own?  (Luke 16:12) If we are not 
faithful to our leaders, God will not allow us to lead others. It is 
more important for us to reach for responsibility than for authority!  
We have a wonderful promise in the book of Proverbs, “Do you see 
a man who excels in his work? He will stand before kings.” 
(Proverbs 22:29) God will open up wonderful and important 
opportunities for us if we are faithful with our responsibilities. We 
will stand before important people! 

Thirdly, the importance of vision:  A leader is someone who has 
goals and is able to motivate others to reach his goals. If the leader 
does not know where he is going, no one will follow him.  
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Therefore, people will only follow us if we are going somewhere! 

For example, Nehemiah, his vision was to rebuild the wall of 
Jerusalem. Therefore, it was easy for him to motivate people to do 
so. He said to the people, “Come and let us build the wall of 
Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a reproach.” They answered 
him and said, “Let us rise up and build.” (Neh. 2:17-18)  
 
There is much we can say about vision, but this is covered 
extensively in the study called, vision and calling. It is important 
also that the vision of the leader should be big enough to include 
the visions and the goals of those whom he leads. For example, if I 

want to be a missionary, then my leader should also have a vision 
for missions! 
 

Fourthly, the importance of commitment:  A leader must be serious 

in his commitment to the Lord if he wants to lead others. In fact, 

his level of commitment should be higher than the commitment of 

those he leads. He prays more, studies more and gives more! We 

notice that Jesus only focused on committed people and ignored 

those who were not serious about following after Him. 

Therefore, a good leader should have a clear understanding of 

authority and submission. He knows the importance of being under 

authority in order to have authority. For example the Roman 

centurion said to Jesus, “For I am a man under authority, having 

soldiers under me, I say to this one ‘go’ and he goes and to another 

‘come’ and he comes.” (Matthew 8:9) We cannot lead effectively 

unless we are under authority of other leaders and the church. 

Even though the senior leader of a church may not have anyone to 

submit to, but he can still be open and accountable to those whom 

he leads and have a submissive attitude to listen to others.  

Fifthly, the importance of spiritual discipline:  This especially applies 
to the discipline of prayer. It is the price that we have to pay if we 
want to be leaders.  We read about Daniel who was a disciplined 
leader, “Daniel distinguished himself above the satraps and 
governors, because an excellent spirit was in him." (Daniel 6:4) 
He had an excellent spirit that distinguished himself above the 
other leaders because of his personal discipline of praying three 
times a day. (Daniel 6:10)  
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Jesus was our best example. We read that "He Himself often 
withdrew into the wilderness and prayed.” (Luke 5:16) As we 
become busy in the ministry, we need to be more disciplined in 
prayer. Those that have a good quality relationship with God will be 
able to lead others. Many of the great leaders in the Bible were 
people who spent much time in prayer. We can see this especially 
in the life of Paul when we read his epistles.   

Sixthly, the importance of a strong vibrant faith:  In Hebrews 
chapter 11, we have a list of leaders, the heroes of the faith. A 
good leader must be a person of faith and have a positive victory 

mentality. Paul writes, “Now thanks be to God who always leads us 
in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His 
knowledge in every place.” (2 Corinthians 2:14) God does not 
lead us in defeat and failure; He leads us in triumph and victory. 
Therefore, if want to lead others, we must have a victory mentality. 
People will not follow defeated and discouraged leaders! A leader 
must also have victory in his own personal life.  

 

We see this in the life of Caleb. He was a great leader and also a 

man of faith. When everyone else was negative and discouraged 

about entering the Promised Land he said, “Let us go up at once 

and take possessions for we are well able to overcome it.” 

(Numbers 13.30) The people said “we cannot” but Caleb said “yes 

we can!” Therefore, a good leader is not influenced by 

circumstances or people, but by his faith in the word of God. They 

are people of faith! When everyone says, "we cannot", he says "we 

can!" When everyone says, "the problem is too big", he says, "God 

is bigger than the problem!"  

Jesus said, “I will build My church and the gates of hell will not 

prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18) Jesus, our best example of 

leadership, is building a powerful, dynamic church that will destroy 

the powers of darkness. Therefore, He expects a high level of faith 

from those who aspire to be leaders. Smith Wigglesworth said, 

"How can we say, 'we can't, when the great I CAN lives in us!"  

Seventhly, leaders must be filled with the Holy Spirit:  In the book 

of Acts, we read how they had to choose seven leaders who were 
filled with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 6:3) The anointing of the Holy 
Spirit qualifies us to be leader. We read about Barnabas one of the 
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apostles. It says that, “He was a good man, full of faith and the 

Holy Spirit.” (Acts 11:24) Some of us may feel today that we will 
never be promoted and God will never use us. Well, one thing we 
can all do is to increase our anointing and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Great spiritual leaders are those who are full of the Holy 
Spirit! 

 

Finally, good leaders are those that love the Lord and love the 

people they lead:  One of the greatest leaders in the Bible was King 

David and his greatest quality was that he loved God. God says 

about him, “... I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My 

own heart, who will do all My will." (Acts 13:22) Great leaders are 

great lovers of God!  

Jesus says to Peter three times after the resurrection, “Do you love 

Me? When Peter answered yes, Jesus said, “Feed my sheep, tend 

My sheep and feed My lambs.” In other words, "if you love me, I 

will let you lead and feed My sheep." (John 21:15-17) Jesus was 

our example. He was the Good Shepherd that laid down His life for 

His sheep. If we develop our love for God, we will increase in the 

ability to lead people. Not only is our love for God important, but 

our love for the people that we lead. People will follow us when we 

love and care for them. We need to lay down our lives for the 

people we lead. The husband's most important quality as the head 

of his wife is to love her. Finally Jesus said, “Love one another as I 

have loved you.”  

 

The Profile of a balanced Leader: (The man, lion, ox and 

eagle)  

In Ezekiel we read about a vision that Ezekiel had. “As for the 

likeness of their faces, they each had a face of a man; each of the 

four had a face of a lion on the right side. Each of the four had a 

face of an ox and each of the four had the face of an eagle on the 

left side.” (Ezekiel 1:10) There can be a number of interpretations 

to this vision. I want to use this as a profile for a balanced leader.  



16 
 

We notice that on the one side we have the face of a man, and the 

face of a lion. The man speaks about the human side of the leader. 

He is friendly, approachable, friendly and kind. He is not some 

supernatural monster! We see this in the life of Jesus. He was the 

Son of God, but He was also approachable and human. He played 

with children, he sat with sinners, He was loving and kind.  

Then we have the profile of the lion. The lion speaks about the 

authoritative side of the leader. He is bold, dynamic, and not afraid 

to confront people, he leads with power and authority. Jesus was 

like this, especially when He was with the Pharisees. He was not 

afraid to rebuke them. He also confronted Peter and said, "Get 

behind Me satan!" Therefore, a good leader is a balance between a 

man and a lion. He must have both these qualities in his life. 

On the other side we have the face of an ox and the face of an 

eagle. The ox speaks about hard work and serving others. A good 

leader is not too super spiritual. He is not afraid to work hard and 

get his hands dirty!  We see this in the life of Jesus, how He served 

people and washed the feet of His disciples. Then we also have the 

face of the eagle. This speaks about the spirituality of the leader. 

Just as the eagle flies in the sky, a good leader lives in the 

anointing, he prays and worships God and has a personal 

relationship with God. Jesus was obviously a good example of this. 

He regularly prayed and moved in the anointing of the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore, a good leader has the balance between the ox and the 

eagle. He works hard, but he is also spiritual! 

Therefore, as we aspire to these qualities, we will not only be good 

leaders, but there will be great rewards in eternity. The greatest joy 

will be to hear the words of Jesus one day, when He says to us, 

"Well done faithful servant, enter into the joy of the Lord." 

(Matthew 25:21) Amen 
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6.3. Time  management and people 

skills         

Time management: 
 
Ephesians 5:16 “Redeem the time, for the days are evil (hungry)” 
Leaders think ahead and their lives are influenced by their plans. 
They usually have a planner or a calendar to keep track of their 
appointments and commitments. They know the importance of time 

management and they live their lives according to priorities. 
Followers on the other hand live day to day and their lives are 
influenced by people and circumstances. They often waste a lot of 
time on worthless activities.  
 

If we want to be leaders, it will be wise to write down our plans and 

goals as well as our commitments. Our plans should include: 

1. Appointments: People that we should see and things that we 

should do. 2. Our personal disciplines. Prayer, reading your Bible, 

preparing ministry, physical exercise etc. 3. Things we should 

neglect. TV, Internet etc. We make plans to neglect certain things 

that waste our time. 4. Relaxation and time with family. Jesus 

suggested this to His disciples. Mark 6:31. “Come apart and rest 

awhile.” 5. Emergency time. There should be allowances made for 

unexpected commitments. (Hospital visit, family crisis, an important 

visitor, etc.) We must not completely fill up all our time in our diaries 

or planners. 

How to prioritize our time  

There are four things we need to consider. Things that are: (a) 

Important (b) urgent (c) not important (d) not urgent. For example, 

our personal time with God should be our highest priority.  In 

drawing up a planner or using a diary we can prioritize as follows: 

First priority:  Things that are important and urgent. Second priority:        

Things that are Important and not urgent. Third priority:            

Things that are urgent, but are not important. Fourth priority:          

Things that are not important and not urgent.  
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This is a useful guideline if we want to maximize our time 

management. Sometimes we have to say no to what is good in order 

to say yes to that which is best. 

A good leader will spend more time training leaders than helping 

followers. We have the example of Jesus. He spent more time 

training His disciples than ministering to the multitudes. We have the 

principle of 80/20: That means we spend 80% of our time with 20% 

of the most productive people that we lead and 20% of our time with 

the other 80%. For example, Jesus never wasted His time with 

people that were not serious and committed. 

We can use our travelling time and waiting time well. Much of our 

time is spent travelling and waiting. It is a good place to do 

something productive and useful. We can use the time to pray, read 

or study. (For example, we can use the travelling time on the metro 

or on a bus to study a language) 

 2. People skills: 

There are three types of people when we think about leadership: 

Leaders, managers and followers. Leaders influence people, 

managers monitor or control people and followers follow or work for 

other people. Followers work better with people. In other words they 

work better in an environment of a team.  Managers will help people 

work better. They control the efficiency of the people. Leaders 

produce better people to work. They make and investment in the 

lives of people to work better. 

Leaders invest time with people (e.g. Jesus and David). They do not 

just casually spend time with people but they have a goal to influence 

and help people become more mature and spiritual. On the other 

hand, followers just spend time with people. There are no goals only 

relationships. 

Leaders give people ownership of their ideas to those they lead: A 

good leader has the ability to make the followers feel that his project 

is their project. They include other people in their planning and 

ministry. They do not just get up and say, "this is what we are going 

to do." For example, a good pastor gets the whole church involved in 
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his vision. Once people take ownership of the vision, they will support 

the vision. 

A good leader is also interested in the plans of his followers: He will 

also find out what are the dreams, desires and the plans of the 

people that he leads and will help them reach their personal goals. He 

makes a commitment to help people. 

A good leader does not only solve problems but he helps people solve 

their own problems. He gets them involved in solving the problem. 

For example if a woman has a problem with her husband. A good 

leader won’t just tell her what to do, but show her scriptures and ask 

her, “what do you think you should do?" 

A good leader must recognize the ability levels of the people that he 

or she leads. They do not give stupid jobs to clever people.  They 

recognize the level of maturity of the people that they lead and give 

mature jobs to mature people. A good leader knows that mature 

people need motivation and immature people need direct leadership. 

Galatians 4:1-2 “Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, 

differs nothing from a servant, … 4:2  But is under tutors and 

governors until the time appointed of the father.” A good leader does 

not treat an adult like a child or a child like an adult.  He allows 

mature people to take initiative and make decisions.   

A good leader should respect the authority structure under him. This 

is also true in business. He does not treat everyone the same. When 

it comes to discussing the vision and direction of the church or cell 

group, he first discusses it with the leaders under him before he 

discusses it with the rest of the group. He also does not confront or 

criticize his leaders publically.   

A good leader will keep his followers informed of what he is doing. 

He will report back to the people that he leads. He will usually 

report back to the leaders under him, then to the whole group. We 

have the example of Paul and Barnabas in Act 14:27 “And when 

they (Paul and Barnabas) were come, and had gathered the church 

together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how 

he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.” Report back 

makes the followers feel part of the team 
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A good leader should avoid destructive criticism. Whenever he 

criticizes, he does it in a way to help the person improve. It is 

important that people always know that the leader respects them.  

A good leader listens to those whom he leads: They are humble 
enough to receive advice from anyone, even if they do not seem to 
be important. We have the example where the wise councilors said 
to Rehoboam, Solomon's son, "If you will be a servant to these 
people today, and serve them, and answer them, and speak good 
words to them, then they will be your servants forever.” (1 Ki 12:7) 
 

How to confront people: 

-We must do it privately, and not talk to others about it before we 

confront them.  

-  We must do it as soon as possible. The longer we wait, the more 

difficult it will become.  

- We must deal with one issue at a time. We do not tell them all the 

mistakes at the same time.  

- We must focus on issues that they can change and not make 

unrealistic demands on the person that we are confronting. If they 

do not have the ability to do something, we should do not force him 

to do it.  

- We should never use the word “always” and “never”. For 

example: “ You are always late or you never do what I tell you.” It 

is better to mention when they were late and what specifically they 

did not do.  

- Compliments are important: We must also talk to them about the 

good things they have done and the good qualities that they have.  

- We must never apologize for confronting people for example, “I 

do not want to do this but I had to do it!” “I am sorry that I had to 

tell you this!”  

- We must use the confrontation to help them. We see this in the 

life of Jesus. Whenever His disciples did something stupid, He 

confronted them then He taught them the proper way to do it! 
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Finally: Good leaders lead by example: 1 Peter 5:2 “Do not be 

lords (dictators) over Gods people, but be examples to them.” Paul 
said, “Follow me as I follow Christ.”   
 
 
 

6.5. Witnessing and evangelism 

The importance of public confession: 
 

Public confession of Christ is necessary for salvation:  Romans 

10:9; ”If you confess with your mouthy the Lord Jesus and believe 

in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be 

saved.” This is one of the important steps for people to receive 

Jesus. In order to receive the gift of eternal life, we must make a 

public confession of our faith in Christ before people. We receive 

Jesus as our Lord by a simple prayer of faith. We repent of our sins, 

invite Him to be Lord of our lives and then confess with our mouths 

that He is our Lord. The next important step is to make a strong 

pubic confession before people through Water Baptism. Water 

baptism is a visible demonstration of what has happened in our 

hearts. It is a pubic confession before people and the spirit world 

that we belong to Jesus. 

Confessing Christ before people sets us free from the influence of 
the world; Romans 10:10: “For with the mouth, confession is 
made to salvation.”  The word salvation means: Eternal life, 
healing, deliverance and freedom. When we publically confess 
Christ before people, it sets us free from the influence of the world 
and defines our position before non-Christians. It will save us from 
temptations and protect us from sin. Confessing Christ before 
people, puts a boundary line between us and them. They will be 
less inclined to tempt us, if they know that we belong to Jesus. 
 
It is only through our confession of Christ that people can believe in 
Him: Romans 10:17: “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the 
word of God.” Some people think that if they live a good Christian 
life, they will influence people for Christ. But the Bible does not say, 

"Faith comes by seeing.” If we do not tell others about Christ, they 
will not believe. The more we tell people about Jesus, the more 
assurance we will also have that we are born again and have the 
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gift of eternal life. In 2 Timothy 1:8, Paul warns Timothy, “Do not 

be ashamed of the witness of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Public confession of Christ on earth will affect the way we spend our 
lives in eternity.  Matthew 10:32-33: “Whoever confesses Me 
before men, him will I confess before My Father who is in heaven. 
But he who denies Me before men, him will I will I deny before My 
Father who is in heaven.” The confession of Jesus on earth, will 
affect our relationship with Him in heaven. John 4:36, “He who 
reaps, receives wages for eternal life.” There is a great reward in 
eternity for those who publically confess and acknowledge Christ on 

earth. 
 

The level of our commitment to Jesus is measured by the level of 
our confession of Him before people. We read about this in John 
12:42-43: “Nevertheless, even among the rulers, many believed in 
Him, but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him openly 
lest they be put out of the synagogue. For they loved the praise of 
men more than the praise of God.” The reason that they did not tell 
others about Jesus is that they wanted the non-Christians to accept 

them and speak well about them. We cannot have the praises of 
God and the praises of men at the same time. Jesus said that we 
must take up our cross and follow Him!  Confessing Christ on earth 
is a form of dying to self and taking up our cross. 
 
Public confession should be made as soon as someone accepts 
Christ. The longer they wait, the more difficult it will be to tell 
others about Jesus. We have the example of Paul. The moment he 
received Jesus, he bagan to preach the gospel. The woman of 
Samaria returned immediately into the city and told people about 

Jesus and the whole city believed in Him.  There are other example 
as well. Often the most effective witnesses for Christ are those who 
have recently accepted Him and been born again. If we find it 
difficult to tell peole about Jesus, we need to take a step of faith, go 
through ‘the pain barrier' and do it anyway. Often if we do the 
things we fear, it breaks the power of fear over our lives. 
 
Some keys to help us tell others about Christ: 

We can develop our personal relationshiop with Jesus.  Paul says in 

2 Timothy 1:12: “I am not ashamed for I know Him whom I have 
believed.” Paul had an intimate relationship with Jesus, therefore, it 
was easy for him to tell people about Jesus. For example, if a 
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young girl meets a wonderful young man and they love one 

another, it will be easy for her to tell her friends about him.  
 
The Holy Spirit will help us to tell otherts about Jesus:  Acts 1:8: 
“For you shall receive power after the Holy Spirit comes upon you 
and you shall be My witnesses…” It is important that we are 
continually filled with the Holy Spirit. We remain filled with the Holy 
Spirit through prayer, praying in the Spirit, and fellowship with 
other Christians. If we are filled with the Holy Spirit, we will be so 
bold to tell others about Jesus.  (We have the example of Peter on 
the day of Pentecost)  

 
We can prepare our testimony: Proverbs 11:30: “He who wins 
souls is wise.” To lead people to Jesus is a skill that we can learn. 
We can prepare a good testimony. Tell others what God has done 
for us. Acts 22:15: “For you shall bear witness before all men 
what you have seen and heard.” A man with an experience has an 
advantage over a man with an argument. We have the example of 
the blind man that Jesus healed in John 9:25 "The man replied, 
"Whether He is a sinner or not, I do not know, but one thing I 

know, I was blind and now I see.”  
 

Jesus told the man who was demon possessed in Mark 5:19-20. 

"... Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord 

hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee. And he 

departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus 

had done for him: and all men did marvel."  We can tell people 

about answers to prayer, healing miracles and our experiences with 

Jesus. Paul says in 2 Timothy 4:2: “Preach the word, be ready in 

season (when it is convenient) and out of season (when it is not 

convenient)” We must always be ready to tell people about Jesus. 

Prayer: Prayer is the foundation of our public confession. Jesus said 
in John 6:44: “No one can come to Me unless the Father draws 
him.” When we talk to Jesus about people, it will be easier to talk 
to people about Jesus. We can pray for our friends and family. The 
more we pray, the more we will see people receive Jesus. We can 
believe that God will save everyone we pray for and open their 
hearts and minds to the gospel. We read in 1 Timothy 2:4: “Who 

desires all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the 
truth.”  We can ask God to draw them to Jesus and send positive 
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influences into their lives and remove the negative influences from 

their lives 

 

We can look for people with needs and pray for them or help them: 
Jesus is our example; He healed the sick and preached the gospel. 
We read In Luke 9:2, “He sent them to preach the gospel of the 
kingdom and to heal the sick.” We have the example where Jesus 
prayed for Peter's mother-in-law in Mark 1:30-31. However in 
verses 32-33 we read, “At evening, when the sun had set, they 
brought to Him all who were sick and those who were demon-

possessed. And the whole city was gathered together at the door."  
Due to that one simple miracle, a revival started and it influenced 
the whole city.  The same thing happened in Acts 3. Peter and 
John healed a lame man and after that 5000 people received Jesus. 
People are usually very open to receive Jesus after they have seen 
a miracle. If it is difficult to tell people about Jesus, ask them if you 
can pray for them.   
 
A number of years ago I was asked to speak to a group of ladies in 
a city near to Moscow by another pastor, who was a woman. I 

shared the gospel with them and my personal testimony. However, 
they argued with me and were not open to what I was sharing with 
them. I then asked them if any of them had a healing need. All 
their hands went up. As we prayed for them, the Lord touched their 
lives and one by one they all received Jesus. A few months later I 
had the privilege of baptizing them in water.  
 
Ask God for divine appointments and opportunities. Every time we 
meet with someone, we can believe that it is an appointment that 

God has given us. We can expect the Holy Spirit to open an 
opportunity for us to tell them about Jesus. We need to be sensitive 
to the needs of people. Many people have a lot of inward pain and 
emotional problems. A few kind words can open the door for us to 
tell them about Jesus. If people resist the gospel, we can also ask 
them why they do not want to receive Jesus. It may give us an 
opportunity to help them remove the obstacles that prevent them 
from receiving Jesus.  

  

Jesus said, "Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men." Mark 

1:17. He said to them, "I will teach you how to catch people". We 

notice that Jesus focused on three groups of people. 
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Firstly, those with needs such as the sick, the demonized, the poor, 

the rejected and the oppressed. Secondly, those who had no hope. 

For example, the man at the pool of Bethesda. Thirdly, those who 

were open to Him such us Nicodemus, The Roman centurion, 

Matthew, and Zaccheas. 

Teamwork is important: We notice that Jesus sent His disciples to 
preach in groups of two. This is necessary when we go on the 
streets or in the villages. Paul always had a team of people with 
him. It is always easier to confess Jesus before people if we are in a 

group. We can also try 'two-man fishing.' This is when two 
Christians speak loudly in the presence of non-Christians about 
what the Lord has done for them. This happened to us in Russia. 
We were speaking loudly on a bus about the Lord. We were not 
aware that a Russian lady was listening to us. When we got off the 
bus, she made her acquaintance with us which eventually led to her 
salvation.  
 
Follow-up plan is essential: It is important to have a follow up plan. 
New Christians must become part of a church or a cell group. It is 

important that we try to establish regular contact with those that 
we lead to Christ. It is always good have some literature or a New 
Testament to give those who receive Jesus. We should also try to 
put them in contact with a Christian group or a church as soon as 
possible. Jesus told us to make disciples, and not just converts. 
 
We can use these pointed questions to open people up to the 
Gospel:  
 
- Do you know where you will go when you die?  

- Do you know that there is life after death?  
- Do you remember any time that you surrendered your life to 
Jesus and were born again?  
- Have you ever thought why Jesus had to die on the cross?  
- Do you know that God loves you and wants to be your Father?  
- Do you know that God has a wonderful plan for your life?  
- What will you say to God one day when you stand before Him in 
judgment?  
- Don't you think it is better to believe in Jesus now on earth than 

in hell when it is too late? 

 Prayer for salvation: "Jesus, I acknowledge that I am a sinner 
and that I deserve God's judgment upon my life.  Jesus I now ask 
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You to forgive me for all my sins. I believe that You died on the 

cross for me. I place all my sins on the cross and receive your gift 
of forgiveness. I chose to turn away from my sins and follow You. I 
surrender my life to You and ask you to become my Lord and 
Savior.  Jesus, I believe that you are the Son of God and that You 
have risen from the dead. I therefore, confess with my mouth that 
Jesus is my Lord and that I am saved, forgiven and have received 
the gift of eternal life. Thank you Jesus for saving me and making 
me a child of God.  Amen 

 Finally: Jesus said in John 4:36: “And he who reaps receives 

wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and 

he who reaps may rejoice together." Leading people to Christ will 

bring great joy into our lives and it will influence our lives in 

eternity. Amen 

 
6.5.  Missions 

 
Why is missions important? 
 
1. It is because the fields are already ripe unto harvest. 
There are many people ready to receive Jesus as Lord. John 4:35 
“Do not say there are yet four months and then the harvest, but I 
say to you, lift up your eyes, the fields are already ripe for the 
harvest.” There are many people who are ready to hear the gospel, 
especially those who have needs such as sick people, poor people 
and hopeless people. Matthew 11:5: “The poor have the gospel 

preached to them.” Furthermore we need to realize that God has 
already opened the hearts of many people to receive Christ. We 
have the example of Lydia (Acts 16:14). It says, “Whose heart 
God had already opened." 
 
2.  It is because the laborers are few.  Matthew 9:37 “The 
harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few.” One of the reasons 
why the laborers are few is because many workers are focusing on 
the people who have already heard about Jesus. Much money and 
effort is being spent on people who have already accepted Christ. 

Only a small percentage of the income of many churches is spent 
on bringing sinners to Christ. It is estimated that 90% of all 
Christian workers are preaching to only about 10% of the world's 
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population. Many of whom have already heard the gospel and have 

received Jesus.  Therefore, it is more important to focus on those 
who have never heard and be part of the 10% who are trying to 
reach the other 90% of the world's population! 
 
3. It is the purpose for which Holy Spirit was given. Jesus 
said in Acts 1.8: “For you shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you and you shall be My witnesses in Jerusalem, 
Judea and unto the ends of the earth.” The main purpose why God 
sent the Holy Spirit is to gather people to Christ.  
 

4. The end will not come until the gospel has been preached 
to every nation. We read in Matthew 24.14: “This gospel of the 
kingdom must be preached in all the world as a witness to all 
nations and then the end shall come.”  The word “nation” comes 
from the Greek word ‘ethnos’ which means tribe and not a political 
nation. There are about 24 000 tribes in the world. Jesus will not 
return until every tribe has had the opportunity to hear the gospel 
of the kingdom. If we believe that the return of Jesus is near, then 
the preaching of the gospel to those who have never heard must be 

the highest priority on God’s agenda. 
 
5. Jesus commanded us to do so. In Matthew 28:18-19 we 
have the great commission. Great Commission: “All authority 
(ability and power) has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations…” Mark 16:15 “And 
He said to them, go (travel) into all (whole) the world (In the 
original language this implies to all inhabitants, in an orderly way. 
This implies that we need to make plans and have a strategy!), and 
preach (Speak it out loudly. Publish it or use every means such as 

handing out literature) the gospel (Good news, focus on the good 
things that God wants to do for them. Give them hope, heal them 
and bless them) to every (Do not exclude anyone!) creature. 
(People and groups of people) 
 
6. The purpose why Jesus came to the earth was to save the 
lost: We read in Luke 19:10 "The Son of man came to seek and 
save those who are lost.” 1 Timothy 1:15 says, “Jesus came into 
this world to save sinners.” This was the main purpose why God the 
Father sent Jesus to the earth. Jesus then said to His disciples: “As 

the Father has sent Me, I send you.” (John 20:21). Therefore, 
what was important to Jesus should be important to us! 
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 We need to ask ourselves 3 important questions: 

 
(a) “Are all those who have never had an opportunity to 
receive Jesus as Lord and Savior lost?” If the answer is “no” 
then we put all sinners at risk of going to hell if we tell them about 
Jesus. In other words, if they have not had an opportunity to be 
saved they would automatically all go to heaven. But let us look 
what the Bible says. 
 
John 3:36: “He that believes on the Son has everlasting life: and 

he that does not believe on the Son shall not see life; but the wrath 

of God abides on him.” John 14:6: “Jesus said to him, I am the 

way, the truth, and the life: no man comes to the Father, but by 

me.” Acts 4:12: “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there 

is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we 

must be saved.” Acts 17:30-31 “And the times of this ignorance 

God winked at; but now He commands all men everywhere to 

repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in which he will judge 

the world in righteousness by that man whom he has ordained…”  

The answer is that all who have never received Jesus as Lord and 

Savior are lost and going to hell! The only opportunity that some 

people will ever have to receive Jesus is through you and me. If we 

do not tell them about Jesus, then who will do so? If we do not do it 

now, then when will we do so? 

Second question: Is it God’s will for everyone to be saved?  
 
1Timothy 2:4: “(God) who will have all men to be saved, and to 

come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 2 Peter 3:9: “The Lord is 
not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.”  The answer is “yes”, it is the will of God for everyone 
to receive Jesus. 
 
Third question: Will everyone be saved? The answer is 
obviously “no”. God has given all men a free will. Most people will 
probably not receive Christ but they should have an opportunity to 
say 'yes or no' to Jesus. We are called to evangelize the world and 
not to Christianize it. We should not waste too much time with 
those who refuse to receive Jesus over and over. Jesus is our 
example, He preached the good news, and not everyone received 
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it. We have the same example in the life of Paul when he was in 

Athens. He preached to a large group of people, but only a few 
responded.  
 
There are five stages to missions.   
 
Stage 1: Presence: This is when we influence people through our 
lifestyle. Through our Christian example they respond to the 
gospel. Although this is important, the Bible says that “faith comes 
by hearing and not by observing. We are commanded to preach the 
gospel. That takes us to the next stage. 

 
Stage 2: Preaching and witnessing: We must tell people about 
Jesus. But this is not good enough! People can hear the gospel and 
still not respond to the gospel. We must go to the next stage: 
 
Stage 3: Challenge people to receive Jesus: We must give 
people an opportunity to receive Jesus. It is no use just telling 
people about salvation through Christ, without giving them an 
opportunity to respond. We read what Jesus said in Luke 14:23: 

“Go … and compel them to come in.”  
 
Stages 1 – 3 are what we call evangelism. But this is not enough. It 
is like a woman giving birth to a baby and leaving the baby on the 
street, we must go to the fourth stage. 
 
Stage 4: Planting: After people have received Jesus as Lord we 
need to plant them in a church or a house group where they can 
grow spiritually.  There needs to be a follow up plan! However, if 
we stop at this stage, the church will not grow. We therefore need 

to go beyond planting and go to the fifth stage. 
 
Stage 5: Reproduction: We need to train the new converts to 
bring others to Christ. This is called missions. Missions are not only 
bringing sinners to repentance but it means that we plant new 
churches. If we do not plant churches, then our missionary efforts 
are wasted. When we do all 5 of steps, we are then making 
disciples (Matthew 28:19) 
 
Entry strategies: 

 

What is a strategy: A strategy is an overall approach, plan or way 

to achieve a goal or solving a problem. Its concern is not with the 
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small details. Paul’s ultimate goal was to preach Christ where there 

were no communities of Christians. His day to day plans would 

differ but his overall strategy remained the same.  A goal is the 

final target, but a strategy is the means by which we get to a goal.  

For example, Paul’s goal was to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles. 

But his strategy was to go to a major city, preach in the 

synagogue to the Jews first and then preach in the market place 

where the Gentiles gathered. He would then start house groups, 

return later, appoint leaders and establish the churches.   

Jesus’ strategy:  Jesus goal in His earthly ministry was to reach 
Israel with the Gospel. His strategy was to take His disciples with 
Him and demonstrate to them how to do it.   He then sent them out 
to do the same. His final goal was to bring salvation to the whole 
world. His strategy was to reproduce Himself by the Holy Spirit in 
the lives of His disciples so that they would go out and accomplish 
His goal. He said, “As the Father sent me I send you.”  We are all 
part of that big strategy! 
 

Two extremes we must avoid: 
 
God in a box strategy:  Have a fixed strategy to how we should do 
things and use it in every situation.  The problem is that God has 
the habit of jumping out of the box from time to time; He is bigger 
than our box. 
 
In the way strategy:  This comes from the example of Abram’s 
servant.  “God led me in the way.”  In other words we don’t plan or 
form a strategy but just depend on the Holy Spirit to work things 

out as we move.  The problem here is that is that we are not 
always in tune with the Holy Spirit and we can make some 
mistakes. 
 
The balanced strategy:   We must use our common sense and God 
given wisdom, make our plans but be open to the Holy Spirit to 
change our plans. (Example of Paul going to Macedonia)  
 
In order to penetrate certain communities, cities and towns 
we need to ask the following questions: 

 
1. Is there a value in the people group that we can use to bring the 
gospel to them?  For example:  Reading is very important to 
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Russians, therefore, if we can put good quality reading material in 

their hands, it may be a very effective way to bring the gospel to 
them.  CBN television realized that TV was a common way of 
communication in the former Soviet Union and broadcasted the 
gospel on TV.  As a result, 11 million people accepted Christ in a 
few years from the TV broadcasts from Kiev. In Africa, people are 
very open to the spirit world through ancestral and spirit worship. 
So the most effective strategy in Africa is to proclaim the gospel 
through signs, wonders and miracles.  Power evangelism is a key in 
Africa but not necessarily the key in France where people are more 
open to an intellectual approach.  

 
2. Is there a key in their tradition that we can use?  In Acts 17, 
Paul came across, the altar to the “Unknown God.”  He studied this 
tradition and used it as a strategy to preach the gospel to them.  
We have the example of how Don Richardson a missionary who 
worked in Papua New Guinea. He found a tradition where tribes 
offered up a "peace child" to bring peace between warring factions. 
He used this tradition and explained to them how God offered up 
His "Peace Child" Jesus to reconcile man to God. They understood 

this concept and received the Gospel. 
 
3. Will our method of missions fit in with their lifestyle? For 
example, it is no use trying to get a building for people which 
wander around on camels!  We must put a church on the back of 
the camel! If people live in apartments, the most effective way to 
reach them is through other people in apartments. That is why the 
cell church is working so well in many places in the world today.  If 
the young people like a certain style of music, then use the same 
style of music to reach them.   

 
4. What are some of the strongholds keeping these people from 
God:  This will enable us to pray effectively for them. For example 
many mission efforts were used to reach the people in the Solomon 
Islands, but with no success. When the missionaries identified the 
demonic strongholds and bound them, many received Jesus.   
 
5. Are there perhaps key people that we could target:  By targeting 
a witch doctor or a pagan priest, we may be able to open 
opportunities for many others to be converted. We have the 

example in the book of Acts where Crispus the leader of the 
synagogue received Jesus and as a result, many others received 
Christ. (Acts 18:8) 
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6. Telling others about Jesus is often the first step to find God’s 
plan for our lives. Jesus said in John 15:16: “You did not choose 
Me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit and 
that your fruit shall remain.” He did not choose us to sit but to go! 
Often as we simply just start witnessing and telling others about 
Jesus, God will often reveal to us His greater plan for our lives. 
 
7. God works with us when we tell others about Jesus: We work 
with God and not only for Him. He said “Go into all the World!” We 
do not always need to have clear instructions! As we go, He will 

lead! We have the example in Mark 16:20: “And they went out 
and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and 
confirming the word with signs following.” They decided to go and 
preach, as they did so, God began to work with them. We also have 
the example of Paul going to Asia in Acts chapter 16. As he went, 
God directed him to go to Macedonia. God will often direct us as we 
just begin to move and preach the gospel.  Jesus said in Matthew 
28:18-19:  "Go into all the world ..... and I will be with you, even 
to the end of the age.” 

 
Finally, we read in John 4:36: “And he who reaps receives wages 
that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice." Some will 
sow the gospel and tell others about Jesus. Others will reap, and 
lead sinners to Christ. Both are employed by God and be richly 
rewarded, not only in eternity, but also right here on earth.  
 
 

6.6. Giving to missions 

With regards to missions, we are all called to reach this world for 

Christ. There are three categories of missionaries. The first 

category are those that are ready to go into all the world and 

preach the gospel. The second category are those who must 

prepare themselves to go. They are at present in a time of training. 

The third category are those who must help others go. No matter 

which category we find ourselves in, go we must, it is the Great 

Commission! Although this study will be primarily aimed at the 

third category, we all need to learn to give beyond our possibilities. 

We are going to look at a passage of scripture found in 1 Kings 17. 

It is the story of the widow woman who provided for the needs of  
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Elijah the prophet. From this passage we will discover 6 very 

important principles of giving.  We will read  1 Kings 17:10-15, 

and then comment on some of these verses 

"Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying,  "So he (Elijah) 

arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the 

city, indeed a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to 

her and said, “Please bring me a little water in a cup, that I may 

drink.” 11 And as she was going to get it, he called to her and said, 

“Please bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 

12 So she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I do not have bread, 

only a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar; and see, 

I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for 

myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 13 And Elijah said 

to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said, but make me a 

small cake from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward 

make some for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says 

the LORD God of Israel: ‘The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor 

shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the LORD sends rain on the 

earth.’”  15 So she went away and did according to the word of 

Elijah; and she and he and her household ate for many days." 

God sustained Elijah at the brook Cherith where he drank from the 

brook and was fed by ravens. However, that season ended and he 

had to move to Zarephath where he met a widow woman who was 

is preparing for her last meal as a result of the famine in the land. 

He challenged this widow woman to give food in a time of great 

lack and need. As we look at this story through her eyes, we will 

discover important principles of giving to missions.  

1. We must not fear lack when we give to God and to His 

work: Elijah said to her in verse 13, "do not fear..."  She was 

about to die and she did not have the resources to meet Elijah's 

demands. The same can happen to us. Often we fear, that if we 

give to God and to His work, that we will not have any money to 

live on.  However, we need to realize that when we give to God, we 

are no longer under the jurisdiction of natural laws but under the 

jurisdiction of the Kingdom of God. We place ourselves under a 

higher law. This situation for the widow woman was true, but if she 

would obey God in this matter, she would open herself up to God's 

miraculous realm.  
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We have the example of the little boy who gave 5 loaves and two 

fish. There was no way that such a small amount could feed so 

many. However, when he placed his resources into the hands of 

Jesus, then the supply that he had, came under the jurisdiction of 

the Kingdom of God, and God could feed a great multitude!  

2. Secondly, we must put God's work first: Elijah said to her in 

verse 13, "but make me a small cake from it first..." We notice the 

word "first." This reminds us of Matthew 5:33, "Seek first the 

Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be 

added to you." This was the way by which God was going to meet 

her need. She was challenged to give into the mission of Elijah. 

One of the ways that God releases resource to us, is when we give 

into the cause of missions and the spreading of the gospel. Because 

she gave to Elijah, God sustained Elijah and used him to change a 

nation. Therefore, we need to reprioritize and put God's work first. 

Thirdly, we need to give from the resources that we have: 

Elijah did not make an impossible demand, she was to give that 

what she had.  However, her giving took all the faith she had and 

brought about God's unending provision. There are many that say, 

"If I have, then I will give!"  This is mere lip service, for God is 

more interested in what we have and what we can do right now. 

Many expect God to bless them so that they can give. However, 

God does not work this way. We first have to plant our seed and 

rand give that what we have, in order to receive more later. 

Furthermore, God is more interested in the condition of our hearts 

than the amount of money that we have. If we keep money out of 

our hearts, then God will put money into our pockets!  In 2 

Corinthians 8:12 we read, " For if there is first a willing mind, it 

is accepted according to what one has, and not according to what 

he does not have."  

Fourthly, we must believe in the promises of God's word:  In 

verse 14 we read, "For thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘The bin 

of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until 

the day the LORD sends rain on the earth." There are many verses 

in the Bible where God promises to bless us when we give. For 

example: Philippians 4:19, " And my God shall supply all your 

need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus."  Proverbs 

11:25, " The generous soul will be made rich..."  2 Corinthians 
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9:6-8, "But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully. 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not 

grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And 

God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always 

having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for 

every good work." We must not only give, but we must give in faith 

and expect a harvest. 

Fifthly, we must follow through with obedience and action:  

We read in verse 15, "So she went away and did according to the 

word of Elijah." She did not question Elijah or make excuses, she 

simply just obeyed the word of the Lord. She had to take a step of 

faith, before she could experience her miracle. Radical faith 

produces radical results. We read in  2 Corinthians 8:11, "but 

now you also must complete the doing of it; that as there was a 

readiness to desire it, so there also may be a completion out of 

what you have." We must not just talk about what we are going to 

do, we must do it! 

Sixthly, we must expect a miraculous harvest.  We read in 

verse 15, "she and he and her household ate for many days."  Not 

only did God sustain her and her household, but later we read that  

Elijah also raised her son from the dead. There were ongoing 

miracles as a result of her giving! Giving does not only produce a 

return in resources, but can affect other areas of our lives as well. 

She fed Elijah for three years. At the end of the three years there 

was a great revival where the whole nation turned to God at Mount 

Carmel. This little lady had a part in a great revival because of her 

sacrificial  giving. Those that give and those that do, share the 

same reward! 

Finally, to summarize:  (1) We should not fear lack when we give 

to God.  (2) We should always put God's work before our own 

personal needs. (3) We should give that what we have and not wait 

for God to bless us before we give. (4) When we follow through and 

do what God tells us to do. (5) When we believe the promises in 

the Bible with regards to giving and receiving. (6) When we live as 

though we expect God to miraculously supply our needs. Therefore, 

may God bless you as you participate in bringing in the harvest by 

giving beyond your possibility. Amen 
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6.7. Suffering and persecution 

 

Read Philippians 1:29  “For to you it has been granted on behalf 

of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but to suffer for His sake.” 

Suffering and persecution is not just a doctrine that we teach, but it 

is a reality of what is happening in the world around us.  More 

Christians are being martyred for their faith than ever before.  In 

addition to this there are millions who are at present suffering in 

some way or another because they have believed in Jesus.  In 

China and North Korea alone, thousands of Christians are at 

present languishing in prisons or in labour camps. 

If one looks at the fate of the apostles:  Peter was crucified upside 

down.  Paul was beheaded in Rome.  Andrew was crucified.  

Thomas was killed by a spear near India. And all the others were 

beaten, killed, crucified or tortured to death.  In John 21: 18 Jesus 

talks about the way Peter would die, indicating that he would be 

crucified.  Jesus gave the warning to His disciples, “If they have 

persecuted Me, they will persecute you, if they have kept My word 

they will keep yours also.” (John 15:20) If one looks at the life of 

Paul in the Book of Acts we find that he was either on his way to 

prison, in prison or on his way out of prison. He seemed to be 

continually in chains. There is overwhelming evidence that suffering 

and persecution is the lot of many Christians today and has been 

the lot of many of the saints of old. We read in 2 Timothy 3:12 

“Yes, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 

persecution.”  If we do not suffer  persecution, we need to ask 

ourselves the question whether we are living a life that is worthy of 

the Lord Jesus Christ or not. Therefore, we need to ask 

ourselves some important questions:  

Why does God allow it? 

1. It tests our devotion to Christ: Often the love and devotion of 

Christians are put to the test through suffering and persecution.  

Jesus devotion to us was proved by the suffering He endured for 

us! Jesus said that there is no greater love than to lay down one’s 

life for another.”(John 15:13)   



37 
 

2. It can often deal a death blow to sin:  In 1 Peter 4:1-2 we read, 

“Therefore, since Christ has suffered for us in the flesh, arm 

yourselves with the same mind, that he who has suffered in the 

flesh has ceased from sin. That he should no longer live the rest of 

his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but to the will of God.”  

Many who have been persecuted for their faith have experienced a 

death to the desires of the flesh and a new level of purity in their 

lives.  Often the fires of persecution and suffering have had a 

purging effect on them.  We must note however that it is not the 

suffering that purges us, but obedience and yielding to God in the 

suffering. Furthermore, we do not have to wait for suffering and 

persecution before we yield and obey God.  It should be a daily 

experience for all of us. 

3. Suffering and persecution often releases more power through us 

to influence people.  Jesus said, “If they persecute me they will 

persecute you, If they have kept My word they will keep yours 

also...” (John 15:20)  In 1 Peter 4:14 we read, “If you are 

reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of 

glory and of Christ rests upon you.” Many who undergo suffering 

and persecution find an increase of Gods power on their lives.  

Many of the dynamic ministries in China have been trained in the 

school of suffering and persecution.  

4. It has great eternal reward. 1 Peter 4:13 “But to the extent 

that you partake of Christ sufferings, that when His glory is 

revealed, you may be glad with exceeding joy.”  Paul says in 2 

Corinthians 4:17  “Our light affliction, which is for a moment, is 

working in us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory…”  

Jesus said in Matthew 5:11  “Blessed are you when they revile 

and persecute you for My name sake … for great is your reward in 

heaven.” God may allow suffering and persecution to work in us the 

qualities we will one day need to reign with Christ in the millennium 

and in eternity. 

5. It encourages other Christians to stand firm for Jesus.  

Philippians 1:12-13. “Most of the brethren in the Lord, having 

become confident by my chains are much more bold to speak the 

word without fear."  When certain Christians go through suffering 
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and persecution it often challenges others to make a bold stand for 

Jesus.  Years ago in Russia, the martyrdom of a young soldier 

called Vanya inspired many Christians to make a strong stand for 

Christ. 

6. Suffering and persecution is often form of spiritual warfare that 

releases God’s angelic forces to fight against the powers of 

darkness.  It was after the suffering of Paul and Silas in prison 

(Acts 16:25-31) that the prison keeper was saved with his 

household.  A great breakthrough in Philippi occurred after this 

event. Great revivals have often followed times of persecution. It 

has been said that the “blood of the martyrs are the seeds of 

revival.”    

7. It brings glory to Jesus: In John 21:19 we read "Signifying the 

death by which he (Peter) would glorify Jesus." Jesus was telling 

Peter that  his martyrdom would bring glory to Him. 

2. What causes persecution and suffering? 

The attacks of the devil:  1 Peter 5:8-9 “Be sober, be vigilant; 

because your adversary, the devil walks about like a roaring lion, 

seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith 

knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brother-

hood in the world.” Many times the powers of darkness react to 

those that challenge them.  It is like a bees-nest.  The bees will not 

trouble us until we throw a stone at the hive.  However, we need to 

be led by the Spirit with regards to warfare in the spirit realm.  

Sometimes we will be instructed to attack and at other times we 

will be instructed to flee. We see this in the life of Paul in the book 

of Acts.  Some martyrdom happens in the will of God, while 

sometimes it can happen because of stupidity and carelessness. 

God allows it.  We have the Acts 1:8 and 8:1 principle: In Acts 

1:8, Jesus told them to be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria 

and to the ends of the earth. However, they remained in their 

comfort zones in Jerusalem.  God then used the persecution after 

the stoning of Stephen to scatter the believers. In Acts 8:1 we 

read how they were scattered into Judea, Samaria and some even 
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went as far as Antioch. If we do not respond to Acts 1:8, God may 

use Acts 8:1 to achieve His goals. 

Sin and stupidity can cause suffering. We are not supposed to 

suffer for sin. The Bible says we must suffer as a Christian and not 

as an evil-doer. (1 Peter 4:15-16) Suffering for sin does not bring 

any glory to God but a reproach on His name.  Sometimes plain 

stupidity and ignorance will cause unnecessary suffering.  For 

example, if someone joins the JW or Mormon sect and goes from 

door to door, they will suffer persecution and reproach, but this will 

not be in God’s will.  God may sometimes allow suffering and 

persecution to purify the church. However, we should obey God and 

be pure, whether or not we suffer. 

Christians sometimes suffer because of lack of prayer.  Read 

2 Thess. 3:1, 2 “Finally brethren pray for us … that we may be 

delivered from unreasonable and wicked men...”  Romans 15:30, 

31 “Strive together with me in prayers  ... That I may be delivered 

from those in Judea."  Protection from the devil is not automatic!  

We have an enemy and it is our responsibility to build walls of 

protection around us through prayer and spiritual warfare.  Many 

have suffered and even died from their faith because of lack of 

prayer. We have the example of James and Peter in the book of 

Acts. James was martyred because of lack of prayer. Peter on the 

other hand was delivered from martyrdom because people prayed.  

If we go into the enemies’ territory without the covering of prayer 

we will probably suffer unnecessarily for it. 

How can we endure suffering? 

1. Rejoice in the Lord.  In Romans 5:3 we read that we are to 

“Glory in tribulation.” Jesus said in Matthew 5:11-12, “Blessed are 

you when they revile and persecute you … rejoice and be exceeding 

glad...” We have the example of Paul and Silas in prison in Acts 

16.  After been badly beaten up, they sang songs at midnight. 

Praising God is often like a spiritual anaesthetic that enables one to 

endure the pain of suffering.     

2. Commit the situation to God.  1 Peter 2:23 “Who when He 

was reviled, He did not revile in return … but committed Himself to 
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Him who judges righteously.” We are not to react in a negative way 

to those who persecute us but we are to “overcome evil with good.” 

(Rom 12:21) We are to trust God in the midst of suffering and 

persecution.  

3. Look for opportunities.  Many times persecution and suffering 

can open doors for us to be greatly effective for Jesus.  We need to 

be sensitive to the Holy Spirit and use those opportunities.  Paul 

says in Philippians 1:12 “The things that have happened to me 

have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel.” There 

are many testimonies of “prison revivals” in China.  

4. Keep your attitude right. Don’t react negatively.  Matthew 

5:44  says, ”Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 

pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.” 

Finally: We should not go out and look for suffering and 
persecution.  It may from time to time cross our path as God 
allows. The famous missionary, Jim Elliot once wrote, “He is no fool 
to give what he cannot keep in order to gain what he cannot lose.”   

AMEN   
 

 

6.8. Keys to successful cell groups:  
    
Why cells? Jesus said in Matthew 16:18, “I will build My church 
and the gates of hell will not stand against it.” It is His 
responsibility to build the church and not ours. However, as we 
cooperate with Jesus, He will build a church that is victorious and 
blessed. The basic building block of the church is the cell group.  
 
The concept of cell groups started many years before Jesus made 
this statement. In Exodus 18 we read about the advice that Jethro 
gave to Moses. When he saw Moses leading this huge group of 
people all by himself, he said, “The thing that you are doing is not 
good.” (Verse 17). He then gave Moses the following advice: He 
was to divide the people up into groups of ten and spread his 

responsibility among other leaders. Jethro’s parting advice in verse 
23 was, “If you do this thing, and God so commands, then you will 



41 
 

be able to endure, and all these people will go to their place in 

peace.” He gave Moses three reasons for his advice:  
 
1. “So that you can endure.” It will be much easier to lead these 
people.  
2. “God so commands.”  It is a God given principle of success. In 
fact we see this throughout the Book of Acts. (Acts 2:26, Acts 
5:42, Acts 20:20, Romans 16:5). They met publicly and from 
house to house. It is not an option; it is the way that Jesus builds 
His church.  
3. “The people will go to their place in peace.” A good cell structure 

will bring satisfaction to the people. Many people can now be 
involved in their calling and ministry.  
 
The definition of a cell group: It is a small group of people 
belonging to the same local church that gathers together in a given 
location on a regular basis. It is usually led by a cell group leader 
and an assistant cell group leader. 
 
The purpose of the cell is fourfold: (1) Caring, (2) fellowship, (3) 

spiritual growth and (4) evangelism. 
 
The format of a cell meeting should generally be: (1) A time of 
fellowship, (2) worship, (3) sharing the word and encouraging one 
another. (4) Praying for one another. (5) The leader should share 
his vision with the cell.  As the cell grows in numbers, it can divide 
into more cells or start other cells. 
 
Advantages of having cell groups: 
 

First of all it accelerates the growth of the church. Instead of 
growth being by addition, it is now by multiplication. The reason for 
the growth of most large churches in the world today is because of 
the importance they place on cells. The cell takes the church to the 
people. Jesus said, “Go into the world…” It is often easier to invite 
non-Christians to a cell meeting than a traditional church meeting.  
 
Secondly, it meets the need of fellowship: Large meetings cannot 
meet the need for fellowship because it is very difficult to relate to 
more than a certain number of people.  Jesus started the first New 

Testament cell with only twelve disciples. A small group is also able 
to care for personal needs much better than a big group. When 
Jesus chose His twelve disciples, it says “That they might be with 
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Him and that He might send them out to preach.” (Mark 3:14) 

The first reason why Jesus chose twelve disciples was because He 
needed twelve friends! Church is not just worshiping God, but also 
meeting with friends.  
 
Thirdly, cell groups releases ministry and satisfies the need for 
ministry. In 1 Corinthians 14:26 we read, “When you come 
together, each of you has a psalm … a teaching … a tongue … a 
revelation…” This cannot take place in a large public meeting. Every 
one of us has a ministry and a calling, and this can be developed in 
a cell.  

 
Fourthly, it  is the way that we can make disciples. Jesus said in 
Matthew 28:19 “Go into all the world and make disciples.” It is 
easy to train people and to grow spiritually in a small group 
because we can be accountable to one another.  
 
Fifthly, cells are God’s unique way to protect the church in times of 
persecution. If persecution comes against the church and it is 
impossible to meet in public buildings, it can continue to meet 

unnoticed in cell groups. This happened in the early church during 
the Roman persecution and is happening in many parts of the world 
today. 
 
Sixthly the cell system reduces transport costs and makes it easy 
for people to attend. Often, non-Christian will find it easier to go to 
the cell meeting than to travel across the city to a church meeting.  
 
In order for cell to work in the local church, the church must 
have four important values:  

 
First of all, the Church must have a vision for missions. Jesus said, 
“Go into all the world…” (Matthew 28:18). It is important that the 
church has a vision to reach the lost, not only in its particular city 
or town, but also further afield. Jesus said, "Go into all the world! 
Therefore, if missions is the heart of the church, it should also be 
the heart of each cell group.  If the church has this passion, it will 
develop healthy cells. 
 
Secondly, the importance of prayer. Jesus said, “My house will be a 

house of prayer (not a house of sermons)” (Matthew 21:13). 
Unless prayer is a high priority, the church and the cells will be 
weak. Everything that is blessed and effective in the kingdom of 
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God is birthed in prayer. Prayer is the number one key to the 

success of the cell group. When they asked Yonnghi Cho from 
Korea the key to his successful cell driven church, he said "I have 
three keys, prayer, prayer and prayer!"  
 
Thirdly meeting in small groups should be a high priority in the 
church: Paul says in Ephesians 4:16 that the church “from whom 
the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint 
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part 
does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself 
in love.” It does not grow by one big part doing everything, but by 

what every little part does. The cell church enables this to happen. 
Therefore, if the church does not place a high value on cells, then it 
will not have successful cells!  
 
Fourthly, the church should consider the cell meeting just as 
important as the main Sunday meeting: When we go to a cell 
meeting, we in fact are going to church. The cell group is not just a 
part of the church. It is just as important as or maybe even more 
important than the large public meeting.  

 
Finally, the cells do not always have to meet in a house! Some 
houses are not suitable because of neighbors and unsaved family 
members. They can meet in a restaurant or in a public place or 
meet at some church venue after the Sunday meeting. 
 
Keys to a successful cell group.  
 
- Everyone must be involved. In 1 Corinthians 14:26 we read that 
when we come together, everyone will have something to give. In 

Ephesians 4:16 it is written that the “body grows when each 
member functions.” The leaders must encourage everyone to 
participate. Therefore, it is important that the cell leader or one or 
two people do not dominate the meeting. 
 
- The cell must have an evangelistic vision. Its primary goal is to 
bring sinners to Christ. It must be careful not to make fellowship a 
goal. If it is “too spiritual” it will drive the non-Christians away. 
Food is a good way to attract non-Christians. You can also use 
special events such as birthdays, wedding anniversaries etc.  

 
- There must be a balance between teaching and sharing. The main 
teaching input should not be done in the cell but in the bigger 
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public meeting of the local church. Teaching and sharing should be 

similar to what God is saying to the whole local church through the 
senior pastor and the church leadership. It the main church we 
hear the message. In the cell, “we apply the message.” 
 
- Relationships in the cell are more important than ministry. 
Everyone must be welcome and there should be no lonely people in 
the cell. Members should visit, pray and care for one another on a 
regular basis. From time to time the cell group should do things 
together, such as having a meal together, evangelism, going on a 
picnic, etc. Friendship is a key to a successful cell.  

 
- Prayer is important: Leaders of the cell must pray for the 
members and encourage others to pray for one another. Prayer is 
the foundation of a successful cell group. Prayer releases the grace 
and the anointing to make the cell group successful 
 
- Leaders should be well trained by the leadership of the church 
and should be diligent in preparing their lessons for the cell. 
Healthy leaders produce healthy followers. 

 
-We should be open to, and desire the move of the Holy Spirit. We 
should have a high priority to pray for miracles and healings. We 
should encourage the gifts of the Holy Spirit to operate in the cells. 
We read before In 1 Corinthians 14:26 “When you come together 
have a tongue, an interpretation, a revelation etc. 
 
-We should do things that create a relaxed and joyful atmosphere: 
If the cell meeting is too "heavy" people will not come back. It is 
not the place for deep heavy preaching. It is a place for 

encouragement. From time to time they should do some fun things 
together and do not be too super spiritual.  
 
-It is important to have variety:  It is important not just to do the 
same things every week. There should be variety or else the cell 
meeting will become boring. We can go on prayer walks, do 
evangelism together, visit people in need, have a meal together, 
play games, watch a good movie, etc. 
 
Finally: Jesus said in John 20:21. “As the Father has sent Me, I 

send you.” He is our example. One of the most important things He 
did on earth was to disciple a small group of twelve people who 
then turned the world upside down. Amen 
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6.9. I will go. 
 
This is a short sermon that God gave me many years ago. Through 
this message, many have responded to the call of missions. When 
we talk about missions we must first of all realize that missions is 
the most important mandate to the church, and is not supposed to 
only be one of the programs of the church. It is the very reason 
why the church exists.  
 
Secondly, the call to missions is not only to meet some need in the 

world, but an invitation from God to be part of His wonderful 
program to reach this world for Christ. Missions were never to be a 
boring obligation, but an exciting adventure that God invites us to 
participate in. It is the very reason why we were born!  I want to 
look at a very important phrase that is found in a few places in the 
Bible. The phrase is "I will go!" Connected to this phrase are some 
of the most important principles of missions.  
 
The first place where we find this phrase is when Abraham sent his 
servant Eliezar to find a wife for His son Isaac. Abraham is a type 

God the Father. Isaac is a type of Jesus, who was also offered as a 
sacrifice. The servant, Eliezar, is the type of the Holy Spirit. Just as 
Abraham sent Eliezar to a far country, to find a bride for Isaac, so 
the Holy Spirit has been sent to earth to find and prepare a bride 
for Jesus. Rebecca is a type of the church, which is the bride of 
Christ.   
 
We read in Genesis 24:58. "And they called Rebecca, and said 
unto her,' Will you go with this man?' And she said, 'I will go.'" 

She made this decision with mixed emotions. First of all, there was 
the cost. She was part of a wealthy family; she had a nice home 
and many friends. She realized that she would have to leave 
everything that was precious to her, never see her family again, go 
to a far country and marry a man that she had never met. On the 
other hand, there was an excitement in her because she had finally 
discovered her destiny and calling and the very reason she why was 
born. To enter into her calling, she had to respond, "I will go." The 
same is true for us today. Our whole destiny and purpose for life 
depends on how we respond to the question, "will you go!" 

 
We read about her calling, in verse 60 we read, "And they blessed 
Rebecca, and said unto her, you are our sister, be the mother of 
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thousands of millions, and let your seed possess the gate of those 

which hate them." From her would come the nation of Israel, the 
seed of Jesus and eventually salvation to all the nations of the 
world. When she said, "I will go", that decision would influence the 
whole world. In the same way, we have a great calling; our calling 
is to win this world for Jesus and to eventually destroy the works of 
the devil. God has called all of us to influence cities and nations for 
Jesus. It all depends on whether our response will be, "I will go." 

The second place where this phrase occurs is in the story of Queen 
Esther. Through her, the whole nation of Israel was saved from 

destruction and from the evil plans of Haman. In Esther 4:16 we 
read how Esther responds to the call to save her nation, "I will go 
to the king, which is against the law; and if I perish, I perish!” 

When she said, "I will go" she knew that this decision could cost 
her everything, and even could cost her, her life. But because she 
said, "I will go," a whole nation was saved. Therefore, even if the 
little phrase, "I will go" would be costly, it could save nations and 
influence many people for Christ. In verse 14 Mordecai says to 
Esther, "Who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for 

such a time as this as this." In the same way, who knows the 
incredible things that God has in mind for each of us! It could all 
hinge on the little phrase, "I will go!"  

The third place where this phrase is implied is in Isaiah 6:8-9. 
"Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”  And 
He said, “Go, and tell this people..." He was saying to God, "I will 
go..." We notice that he did not have a direct call to missions, but 
heard a conversation in heaven. He probably cried out to God and 
said "If you are looking for someone to go, here I am please use 
me, send me, I will go!" 

That is how many of us are called to missions. Often, we do not 
have a direct calling, but we hear a conversation "in heaven." It 
may come to us at a missions conference or from a book that we 
read.  It could come as we read the Bible and a desire grows in our 
hearts for God to use us and show us His calling. We have the 
illustration of Peter walking on the water. As he saw Jesus walking 

on the water, a desire came into his heart to do the same thing. In 
the same way, we may see something and a desire comes into our 
hearts. In the case of Isaiah, God responded to his desire to go.  
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We can imagine the following: Jesus and the Father look over the 

balcony of heaven and see their creation with great sadness in their 
hearts. Everyone is lost in darkness and sin. A great compassion 
comes into their hearts and the say to one another, “how We love 
them so much but they are so lost. They are like sheep that have 
gone with no hope and all going to hell. We must do something to 
save them!"  

There is a moment of holy silence, and the Father looks at the Son 
and says, "there is only one thing we can do.  You will have to go 
and live among them, be born like any baby boy, and grow up like 

a any other Child... You must become a human and experience 
everything that they experience. You will be hungry, cold and tired 
just like them. You must tell them about Me and My love for them. 
Some of them will listen to your message and believe in You. But 
many will reject you and mock you and even want to kill you." Then 
with tears in His eyes the Father says, "Do you see that city over 
there, it is called Jerusalem. There they will arrest you. You will be 
falsely accused and condemned to death. You will experience the 
most unimaginable pain as they scourge you, beat you and abuse 

you. You will then suffer the most painful death known to man, 
called crucifixion. A great darkness will come upon you as you carry 
the sins of the world in your soul.  You will even experience 
separation from Me. You will die and shed your blood to redeem 
them! 

The Father then continues to say, "On the third day, I will raise you 
up from the dead and in doing so, we will destroy the powers of 
darkness that have kept them in bondage for so long. A door of 
hope will be opened and millions and millions of them will receive 

the gift of eternal life and be adopted into our family. This is the 
only way."  There was a moment of silence, the Father turned to 
Jesus with tears in His eyes and said, "Will you go?" Jesus thought 
for a moment, just as Rebecca, with mixed emotions of sorrow and 
joy. Realizing the huge price that He would have to pay. He then 
thought about the joy of seeing millions and millions redeemed and 
going to heaven. He turned to His Father, and with deep emotion 
gave His answer, Yes Father, "I will go." How about you? "Will 
you go?" 
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