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5.1.The importance of Unity. 

Unity is one of the most important keys in the Kingdom of God to 

blessing and breakthrough. Therefore, the enemy's greatest tactic 

is to destroy our unity, especially in the church and in the family. 

Unity is a universal law, for where there is unity, there is strength. 

We can see this principle at work in the story of the Tower of 

Babel. We read in Genesis, "And the LORD said, “Indeed the people 

are one and they all have one language, and this is what they 

begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld 

from them." (Genesis 11:6) 

Because of their unity, there was no limit to what they could 

achieve, that is why God brought confusion by giving them 

different languages to destroy their unity. If this is true in this 

negative situation, how much more is it true when there is unity 

among us in the Kingdom of God. In Psalm 133:1, we read, 

"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 

together in unity! ... For there the LORD commanded the blessing - 

Life forevermore."  Even though we are blessed, because we are in 

Christ, unity puts us in a position to experience His blessing. When 

there is unity in the church, there is a commanded blessing.  When 

there is unity in a family, especially between a husband and a wife, 

there is a commanded blessing. This can apply to any team 

situation. 

There are some things that God will only give us in the context of a 

team and not as individuals. In Psalm 36:8 we read, "They will be 

abundantly satisfied by the fullness of Your house." It is in the 

house of God, the church that God blesses us. That is where His 

resources are located. Those that cut themselves off from the living 

church cut themselves off from God's provision! In Genesis 28:17 

we read that the "house of God" is also the "gate of heaven." 

Therefore, when there is unity in God's house, we open up a portal 

to heaven to experience the presence of God, the anointing of the 

Holy Spirit and angelic activity. 
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In Acts 2:1, we read that "they were all with one accord in one 

place" when God poured out His Spirit on the day of Pentecost. We 

have the same situation re-occurring in Acts 2:44-47 we read; 

'Now all who believed were together, and had all things in 

common... So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, ...  

And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being 

saved." Furthermore, we read In Acts 4:32-33 we read that "the 

multitude that believed, were of one heart and one soul.... And 

with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of 

the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all." 

Many revivals were started as the result of unity. We have the 

example, of the revival in the Hebrides Islands in 1940's. A number 

of people came together to pray for revival. After praying for a long 

time, nothing happened. They then asked God why He had not 

answered their prayers. The Lord said to them that it was because 

of their lack of unity, and that they first had to repent of their lack 

of unity and from strife and conflict.  When they did so, God told 

them to send for a man called Duncan Campbell from Scotland. 

When Duncan Campbell arrived, a revival broke out and practically 

the whole island was saved. People even stood outside a local 

police station to confess their sins because there were not enough 

pastors to help them. This revival broke out, because of their unity. 

When there is unity in the church, there will be a manifestation of 

blessing and favor. On the other hand, many churches destroyed 

and weakened by disunity and conflict. I have often noticed that 

when contentious people leave a church, the church will grow and 

be blessed.                          In 2 Corinthians 2:11 Paul says, "we 

are not ignorant of the Satan's tactics". In the context of this 

chapter, the tactic he was referring to, was un-forgiveness that 

caused disunity in the church. 

Ephesians 4:3, “Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 

In the Amplified Bible we read, “Make every effort to keep the unity 

of the spirit.”  Notice, first of all it says, "the unity of the Spirit."  It 

is not because we all agree together or we all have to submit to 

some leader. It is a unity that comes when we submit to the Holy 
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Spirit!  Secondly it says "in the bond of peace." This means that we 

have right relationships that are free from strife and conflict.  Even 

if we do not all agree, we can still maintain peace in our 

relationships. 

Unity is a manifestation of corporate humility! In Philippians 2:2-

4 we read, "Therefore,  if there is any consolation in Christ, if any 

comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and 

mercy,  fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, 

being of one accord, of one mind.  Let nothing be done through 

selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 

others better than himself.  Let each of you look out not only for 

his own interests, but also for the interests of others." Humility, 

which puts the interests of others, first, is a condition to have 

"fellowship of the Spirit."   

List of practical steps to build unity in a team: 

(1) We must be committed to the team: In order to do so, we must 

put the interests of others first. The members on the team must 

know that by our actions, we are committed to the team. The Bible 

says in Philippians 2:4 "Don’t look out only for your own 

interests, but take an interest in others, too." (NLT) With regards 

to unity in a church or in a home group, thre Bible says in Psalm 

92:13-14 that we must be "planted in the house of the Lord." If a 

tree is planted, it does not move when the winds blow. When we 

are part of a team, we stay there even when we go through 

'storms.' Unfortunately, some people are like wet soap. The 

moment they are under pressure they move! 

(2) We must pray for one another: One of the quickest ways to 

destroy conflict in a team, is through prayer. Prayer will release  

the grace of God to bring about unity. We cannot continue in 

disunity and strife if we continue to pray for one another. Praying 

for one another brings the unity of the Spirit! 

(3) It is important that we resolve conflict as soon as possible. The 

longer we allow conflict to continue, the worse it will become. 

Proverbs 17:14 "Starting a quarrel is like opening a floodgate, so 
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stop before a dispute breaks out." (NLT) The moment we see a 

wrong attitude, in a team, we should deal with it. If not it can have 

catastrophic consequences later.  

(4) We must speak directly to people and not behind their backs. 

In Matthew 18:15 we read, "Moreover if thy brother shall 

trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and 

him alone:" Therefore, we should make a commitment, never to 

receive or give an evil report about another team member behind 

their backs. If we cannot say something positive about someone on 

the team, keep quiet! In Titus 3:2 it says, "Speak evil of no man!"  

(5) We must be willing to receive loving correction from one 

another. This will require great humility from us!  In Psalm 141:5, 

"Let the righteous strike me; it shall be a kindness. Let him rebuke 

me, it will be an excellent oil; let my head not refuse it."  The 

ability to receive rebuke or reproof is one of the quickest ways to 

grow spiritually. Please note, I mentioned "loving correction," 

therefore we do not have to receive destructive criticism. Loving 

correction should take place in the context of committed 

relationships.   

(6) We must forgive one another. Un-forgiveness is one of the 

greatest causes of disunity. Statistics show that the greatest cause 

of divorce is not adultery, or financial problems, but un-

forgiveness. Forgiveness is not earned but given, therefore we do 

not forgive people because they deserve it. The Bible says in 

Ephesians 4:32 "Forgive one another as God in Christ forgave 

you!"  Forgiveness also destroys the demonic strongholds that 

cause disunity. Therefore, in order to have unity, we have to 

continually forgive one another. 

(7) We must be loyal to our team leaders. This does not mean that 

we always have to agree with everything they say or do, and never 

confront them, but they know that through our attitudes and 

actions, we are there to always support them. In Luke 16:12 we 

read, that "And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another 

man's, who shall give you that which is your own?" If we ever have 

to find a new team leader, then we should do so with a humble 
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attitude. It is wrong to just get up and leave without telling our 

leaders why we did so. Furthermore, the way we leave one team, is 

the way we will enter into the next team. If we are offended with 

the previous leader, we will probably be offended with the next 

leader. 

(8) We must make a commitment to purity and holiness. In Jude 

1:19 it says that "Sensual persons cause divisions, not having the 

Spirit!" Sin and compromise gives the devil the legal right to 

destroy our unity. Therefore, it is important to strive towards 

holiness and purity in our own hearts and minds. Many of those 

who cause disunity often have moral issues. 

(9) The importance of the Holy Spirit. Just as those who do not 

have the Holy Spirit cause divisions, those who are spiritual will 

have unity. (Jude 1:19) Furthermore we read in John 17:22, 

"And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they 

may be one just as We are one."  The glory is the manifest 

presence of the Holy Spirit. Those who are continually filled with 

the Holy Spirit will walk in unity. The Holy Spirit will break down 

walls of divisions and enable us to live in unity. We see an example 

of this in Acts 2.1-4.  

(10) It is important to have goals in our life. We have the example 

in the book of Nehemiah. They had unity because there was a 

common goal to build the wall of Jerusalem. We will never have 

unity, if our goal is simply unity. Unity is not a goal, but a means to 

achieve a goal.  For example, our goals can be to reach people for 

Christ or do something together for God.  Just as stagnant water 

breeds diseases, so a stagnant life, with no goals to motivate us, 

will breed strife. 

In Johannesburg, South Africa, it was the custom for the miners to 

gather in a field on Sundays for fellowship and to take their dogs 

for a walk. One day a certain man noticed something interesting. 

While the miners were just talking and nothing else was happening, 

the dogs began to fight and bark at one another. Suddenly, a 

rabbit jumped out of a hole, all the dogs stopped fighting and 

began to chase the rabbit. There was automatic unity, because 
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they had a common goal. We all need "rabbits to chase."  We need 

to have a common goal! 

Finally: Our unity in the body of Christ is with those who are truly 

born again, and believe in the fundamental doctrines that lead to 

salvation. We cannot have unity with those who deny the new 

birth, the divinity of Jesus, the existence of a heaven and a hell, 

the atoning sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, the resurrection of Jesus 

from the dead and that God is a triune God, the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. We must all believe that salvation is only found in Jesus 

Christ and in what He accomplished on the cross for us. There is no 

other way of salvation. In Acts 4:12 we read, "Nor is there 

salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven 

given among men by which we must be saved.” 

Unity is a very high priority in the kingdom of God. It is one of the 

reasons why God has given us the ministry gifts. We read in 

Ephesians 4:13, "till we all come to the unity of the faith and of 

the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure 

of the stature of the fullness of Christ;" Through the unity in the 

church, God reveals His Son to the world. We read how Jesus 

prayed in John 17:21-23 "that they all may be one, as You, 

Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, 

that the world may believe that You sent Me. When we live in 

unity, we will bring glory to God and influence this world for Jesus.  

Therefore, let us “keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 

Amen 

 
 

5.2. Holiness and purity 
 
Holiness is one of the most important attributes of God and is the 
very atmosphere of heaven. We read in the book of Revelations 
that "they (the angels) rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, 
Holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come." 

(Revelations 4:8) Many of those who have had living encounters 
with God said that they were over-whelmed by the awareness of 
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His holiness when they met with the Lord. Not only is God a holy 

God, but holiness is a very important for all of us who want to 
know God and walk in His ways. The Bible commands us to be 
holy; we read “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye 
holy in all manner of conversation; because it is written, Be ye 
holy; for I am holy." (1 Peter 1:15-16)  
 
The definition of holiness is simply, the beautiful life of Jesus 
manifested in us. To be holy, is to be like God. Holiness can also 
mean to be separated unto the Lord. 
 

There are some important truths we need to know about 
holiness: 
 
Firstly, when we received Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we 
received the gift of holiness. We read Hebrews 10:10. “By that 
will we have been sanctified through the offering of the Body of 
Christ, once and for all.” All our sins have been cleansed by the 
blood of Jesus and the Father now sees us through the blood of 
Jesus, holy and pure. That is why we can freely enter into His 

presence. Furthermore, we have the holy life of Jesus living inside 
of us. In Galatians 2:20 it says “Christ lives in me.” and in 1 
Corinthians 1:30, it says that “Christ has become for us … 
sanctification (or holiness).” Therefore, Jesus is not only my Lord, 
He is also my Holiness. As we let the life of Jesus live through us, 
then we will manifest the fruit of holiness. Therefore, the 
manifestation of holiness is the fruit of our relationship with Jesus. 
 
Secondly, holiness is also the positive force that lives in me, that 
changes my life and the lives of those around me. Under the Old 

covenant, God's people had to withdraw from the world because 
they could be contaminated. For example, if they touched a leper 
they became unclean, for their surroundings would influence them. 
However, under the New Covenant we influence our surroundings. 
We are to go into the world (to where the non-Christians are) and 
contaminate it with the life of Jesus. Jesus told us to go into all the 
world and not withdraw from the world! For example, when Jesus 
touched a leper, the leper became clean. Therefore, we as the salt 
of the earth must influence the world for Jesus. 1 John 4:4 says, 
“He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” 

Therefore, we do not have to fear the influence of the world (those 
who do not know Jesus) because the Greater One lives in us. Jesus 
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did not withdraw from sinners, but sat with them and influenced 

them. 
 
Thirdly, holiness is not a list of things that we cannot do: It is not, 
“I do not smoke, drink, rob banks, etc." But it means to be 
separated unto God. Holiness is living a life that pleases God. It is a 
decision to love Him, obey Him and serve Him with all our hearts. 
It means that we do not want to do anything that grieves the Holy 
Spirit. We read that, “The Kingdom of God is not meat or drink, but 
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 14:17) 
Notice that it is not what we eat or drink, but the manifestation of 

righteousness, peace and joy!  It is not what we must not do, but 
the life of Jesus, manifesting through us. 
 
Fourthly, holiness manifests itself in purity, clean thoughts, clean 
motives and clean actions. It is the beautiful life of Jesus that is 
free from sexual lust, unclean appetites and desires. It begins with 
an inner desire to please God out of gratitude for who He is and 
what he has done for us. It is primarily a heart condition and 
therefore, it cannot be only measured by outward actions. God said 

to the prophet Samuel, “for the Lord does not see as man sees, 
man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the 
heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7) 
 
Fifthly, holiness is a process or a journey. It is not the goal, but a 
path to take us to the goal. Our goal is to have a wonderful 
relationship with God and influence this world for Jesus. We should 
grow in holiness for the rest of our lives and will never reach a 
point where we are holy enough. Our experience of holiness will be 
complete one day when we see Jesus in eternity. We read, 

"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall 
be like him; for we shall see him as he is.  And every man that 
hath this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure." (1 John 
3:2-3) 
 
Why is holiness important? 
 
First of all, holiness is the will of God for our lives. We read in 1 
Thessalonians 4:3. “For this is the will of God, your 

sanctification.” We are commanded in 1 Peter 1:14-15, “As 
obedient children, not conforming yourselves to your former lusts, 
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as in your ignorance; but as he who has called you is holy, also be 

holy in all your conduct, because it is written, “Be holy, for I am 
holy.” If we want to find the will of God, then we must grow in 
holiness! The will of God is not only what we can do for God, but it 
is also to become like Jesus.  In Romans 12:2 it says that “we 
must be transformed by the renewing of our minds so that we can 
know the good and acceptable will of God.” His will is revealed to a 
renewed mind. Many times, we ask God to show us His will. On the 
other hand, He may be telling us, to renew our minds and we will 
automatically know His will.  
 

Secondly, holiness makes us fruitful and useful to God.  God will 
use us more when we walk the path of holiness. We read in 2 
Timothy 2:20-21: “If anyone cleanses himself from the latter 
(things that dishonor God) he will be a vessel of honor, sanctified 
(holy or separated to God) and useful for the Master, prepared for 
every good work.” As we cleanse our hearts, we become useful to 
God, for He uses holy vessels. A holy and pure lifestyle will enable 
us to flow and maintain in the power and anointing of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
Thirdly, holiness affects our relationship with God. Matthew 5:8. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.” The word, 
‘see’ in the original Greek can also mean to 'perceive' God. In other 
words, God becomes real to those who have a pure heart. Unclean 
thoughts and actions causes hearts to be darkened we lose the 
desire for the things of God. We have a very important warning in 
Hebrews 12:14: “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, 
without which, no one will see the Lord:” Holiness will also affect 
our eternal destiny and our relationship with Jesus in heaven. 

 
Fourthly, holiness makes us more effective in our prayers. In 
Psalms 66:18 it says, “If I regard iniquity in my heart, God will 
not hear.” In 1 John 3:22 we read, “And whatever we ask we 
receive because we obey His commands and do those things which 
are well pleasing in His sight.” When our lifestyle pleases God, we 
will be more effective in our prayers. However, we do not receive 
answers to prayer because we are holy, but because we believe. 
However, holiness therefore, makes it easier for us to believe. 
 

Fifthly, holiness gives us victory over the devil. We read in 
Romans 16:19-20: “... be wise in what is good and simple 
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concerning evil and the God of peace will crush Satan under your 

feet.” Holiness therefore is a form of protection against the devil 
and the powers of darkness. Paul says in Romans 13:12 that we 
should put on “the armor of light. The armor of light is a lifestyle 
where we walk in holiness and purity. Jesus said of Himself, that 
the devil comes to Him and finds nothing in Him. The devil had no 
handle on Jesus, because of His holiness and purity. Holiness 
therefore removes the devil’s legal right to influence our lives. 
 
How can we be Holy – what is the process? 
 

We must realize that Jesus is our holiness, and when His life is 
manifested through us, it is the fruit of holiness. So, when we 
speak about holiness, we are talking about the manifestation of 
holiness in our lives. 
 
We must believe what the Bible says about us: We read in 
Hebrews 10:10. “By that will we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the Body of Christ, once and for all.” As we begin to see 
ourselves through the eyes of the word of God, we will experience 

what the word of God says about us. The Bible also says in 
Hebrews 13:12 that we are "sanctified by the Blood of Jesus." So, 
when we received Jesus, we were made holy by the Blood of Jesus. 
In Romans 1:7 it says "we are called to be saints." We are not 
sinners saved by grace, but saints that used to be sinners, desiring 
to live like saints by the grace of God! Therefore, in order to 
manifest the fruit of holiness, we need to be free from a sinner 
complex! 
 
2. Regular repentance produces the fruit of holiness: Deep, sincere 

repentance releases God’s grace and ability for us to live holy lives. 
1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, God is faithful to forgive us and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Notice, He does not only 
forgive us, but He cleanses us. Every time we repent from our 
hearts, the grace of God is released to enable us to live holy lives. 
This is confirmed in 2 Corinthians 7:10:  “For godly sorrow 
produces repentance leading to salvation …   What diligence it 
produced in you, what clearing of yourselves.” Godly sorrow 
leading to repentance, releases the grace to be holy! 
 

3. When we read and meditate on God’s word, our lives begin to 
change: We read in Hebrews 4:12 “The word of God is living and 
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powerful …” The word "powerful” comes from the Greek word 

“energes” from which we get the word energy. When we read the 
word of God, spiritual energy flows into our lives and God's holy 
longings and desires are imparted to us. Not only does this energy 
flow into us, but the Holy Spirit will convict us of sin and lead us to 
repentance when we read the Bible. 
 
4. Prayer and spending time in God’s presence: Jesus told His 
disciples in Matthew 26:41 “Pray lest you fall into temptation.” 
Prayer and spending times in God's presence will impart God's 
presence to us and enable us to have the victory over temptation 

and sinful desires. The more we pray, the more the fruits of 
holiness will manifest in our lives and the easier it will be to live a 
holy life. 
 
5. Fellowship with other Christians: God has put other believers 
around us to protect us and inspire us. The life of the Holy Spirit 
often flows to us through other believers. In Hebrews 3:13 it 
says, “Exhort one another daily … lest any of you be hardened by 
the deceitfulness of sin.” Commitment to, and fellowship with other 

believers is essential if we want to live holy lives. As we worship, 
pray and have fellowship together with other Christians, the life of 
the Spirit imparts the fruit of holiness to our lives. Also in 
fellowship with others, we receive correction and help to follow 
Jesus and to live holy lives. 
 
6. Be involved in our calling: Flowing in our calling and purpose will 
motivate us to live a holy lifestyle. We have the example of King 
David, whose calling was to lead the army of Israel and destroy the 
enemies of Israel. However, one day, he took a break from his 

calling and decided to stay at home. It was then that he was 
tempted and fell into adultery. He was at the wrong place at the 
wrong time. If he had been in the army, he would have not fallen 
into compromise. (2 Samuel 11:1) Focusing on what God has 
called us to do it will therefore, protect us from being distracted by 
the things of the flesh. 
 
Finally, we must beware of legalistic holiness. There has been a lot 
of misunderstanding with regards to the subject of holiness. Many 
Christian groups started out with a genuine desire to please God 

through a holy lifestyle. God then blessed them with His presence 
and with revival. However, they tried to maintain the move of the 
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Holy Spirit through legalistic rules and what was once a blessing 

became dead legalism. A genuine desire to please God can develop 
into legalism! This in turn caused them to lose their joy and 
brought them into heaviness and bondage. The problem is that 
they took their eyes of Jesus, the source of holiness and put them 
on outward rules and regulations. 
 
The highway of holiness: Isaiah 35:8-10: “A highway shall be 
there, it shall be called a Highway of Holiness (easy access into 
God’s presence) – whoever walks on the road, although a fool, 
shall not go astray (holiness will give you direction in your life) … 

No lion shall be there nor shall any ravenous beast go up on it 
(victory over the devil). …Verse 10 But the ransomed of the Lord 
shall return, and come to Zion with singing, with everlasting joy on 
their heads … and sorrow and sadness will flee away. (There is 
great joy as we develop the fruit of holiness in our lives) 
 

Finally: Holiness is the beautiful life of Jesus, manifested through 

us. This is God's will for our lives for Romans 8:29 says that “we 

have been called to be conformed to the image of His Son.” Let us 

pursue the purposes of God in our lives as we walk on the beautiful 

highway of holiness into God's presence and blessing. Amen 

 

 

5.3. The principle of honor: 

Honour is a very important principal in the Kingdom of God.  In the 

New Testament, the word for honour comes from the Greek word 

“time” which means, to give value, to appreciate and to show 

respect and dignity. Honour originates from the heart and is shown 

through our actions and deeds. The foundation of honor is humility, 

which means putting others first!  One of the most important 

verses with regards to honor is found in the Book of Samuel. It 

says,  “Those who honour Me, I will honour.” (1 Samual 2:30) To 

give God honour, is one of the greatest keys to the blessing of God. 
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With regards to honor we need to answer the following questions:  

Firstly, Who must we honor, secondly, how do we honor them and 

thirdly, what can we expect when we show honor? 

1. Civil and governmental authorities: 

Paul writes in the book of Romans and says, "“Let every soul be 

subject to the governing authorities ... whoever resists the 

authority resists the ordinance of God ... For he is God’s minister to 

you for good... Render Therefore, to all their due: taxes to whom 

taxes are due ... honour to whom honour.”  (Romans 13:1-7) 

Although we may not like them or agree with them, we can still 

honor them! We are not honoring the person but the position that 

they occupy! 

How do we honor them? 

- First of all, we must pray for them: Paul writes to Timothy and 

says, “Therefore, I exhort you first of all that supplications, 

prayers, intercessions, and giving thanks be made for all men, for 

kings and all who are in authority, thast we may live a quiet and 

peaceable life.” (1 Timothy 2:1-2) It is better to pray for them 

than to criticise them. God is the highest governing authority and 

He has the ability to change the hearts of leaders or remove them. 

We read in Proverbs " The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, 

as the rivers of water: he turns it whithersoever He will.  

(Proverbs 21:1) 

 

Notice it says that the "king's heart is in the hand of the Lord." If 

we pray for them we put the heart of the leader into the hand of 

the Lord. If the heart of the leader cannot be changed, then God 

can remove them. History has shown that in  some cases, 

persecution could have been avoided if Christians prayed for their 

leaders instead of speaking evil about them. 

- Secondly we can show then respect: Lack of respect towards a 

leader is very offensive to God. Even if we do not like them or 

agree with them, we can still show them respect! Lack of respect is 

sin! We read about how Paul showed respect to governing 
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authorities in the book of Acts even when he stood before evil 

government leaders. In Acts 24 when they rebuked Paul for reviling 

the high priest, he apologised. This does not mean that we should 

never protest, or speak out against the wrongs that they do, but 

we can do so with a respectful Christian attitude. 

- Thirdly we must have an obedient attitude towards them: 

"Render Therefore, to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due ... 

honour to whom honour.” (Romans 13:7)  This means that we 

obey the laws of the country and pay our taxes. This does not 

mean that we have to always do what they tell us to do. 

Sometimes their laws are not according to the Bible and if the laws 

of a country contradict the word of God, we rather obey the word 

of God! We read in Acts, “But Peter and John answered and said to 

them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more 

than to God, you judge.” (Acts 4:19) We do not have to obey, but 

we can show them respect and honor. 

- Fourthly, we do not speak evil of them: The Bible says “You shall 

not speak evil of the ruler of the people.” (Acts 23:5) We do not 

honour people because of their character, or because we agree 

with them, but because of their position. Therefore, we must be 

careful how we treat our leaders. We notice this in the life of David. 

He never spoke evil of king Saul, even though king Saul was trying 

to kill him. He called Saul, 'the Lord's anointed' (1 Samuel 26:9) 

even though Saul was not anointed. It was his position that was 

anointed, not his character! 

What happens when we honor them and what can we expect? 

We read earler in Timothy, "Therefore, I exhort first of all that 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made 

for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we may 

lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 3 For 

this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who 

desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 

truth." (1 Timothy 2:1-5) 
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Firstly, it will improve our quality of life! Maybe there will be less 

crime and bigger financial blessing! Secondly, it pleases God! If it 

pleases God, then the church will be blessed. Thirdly, it will create 

an atmosphere that is conducive for people to be saved! We read, 

"God desires all men to be saved." I read about a certain church in 

the USA that was in a town which had a bad mayor. The members 

of this church kept on complaining and criticizing the mayor. One 

day, God convicted the pastor of this and the church repented. 

They then collected finances and gave it to the mayor to bless the 

town. Within a short time, God had so blessed that church that it 

trebled in size! 

2. Social authority: 

This includes our employers, our teachers, our sports team leaders 

and those who have social authority over us. 

How do we honor them? 

In Colossians we read, "Bondservants, obey in all things your 

masters according to the flesh, not with eye-service, as men-

pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God.  And whatever you 

do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men,  knowing that 

from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; 

for[a] you serve the Lord Christ.  But he who does wrong will be 

repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality." 

(Colossians 3:22-24) 

First of all, we honor them by doing what they tell us to do. 

Secondly, whatever we do, we do it to the best of our ability. If we 

work in a shop, be the best shop attendant. If we are a student in a 

school, we will be the best student, and do our work with diligence. 

Thirdly, do it as unto the Lord! He is the One who is the top CEO! 

Even if you do not like your employer, do it for Jesus! We have the 

example of Joseph in the house of Potiphar. Even as a slave, he 

gave his very best. Fourthly, we honor them by having integrity. 

We do not steal from them; we are on time for work, our meetings 

and appointments. 

What can we expect? 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29542a
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It says that the "Lord will reward us." It could be a spiritual reward, 

a financial reward, or even a promotion. God can give us favor with 

our employers and we may even get a promotion, or else He may 

give us a better job somewhere else. We have the example of 

Joseph, he served Potiphar well as a slave and God promoted him 

to be the administrator of Egypt. 

3. Family authority. 

How do we honor family authority? 

Children must honor their parents:   “Children obey your parents in 

the Lord, for this is right. Honour your mothert and father, which is 

the first commandment with a promise. ‘That it may be well with 

you and you may live long on the earth’” (Ephesians 6:1-3) 

Wives must honor ther husbands:  “and let the wife see that she 

respects her husband.” (Ephesians 5:33) They do not respect 

their husbands because they are good husbands, but because of 

their position. This does not means that they always have to obey 

their husbands, but they can treat their husbands with respect. 

Men must honor the weaker vessels: This can apply to husbands 

honoring their wives and men honoring those of the opposite sex. 

It can especially apply to young unmarried men honoring 

unmarried women. The Bible says to husbands, “Giving honour to 

the wife as the weaker vessel ... being heirs together of the grace 

of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.” (1 Peter 3:7) The 

husband should treat the wife, with dignity and respect. She is 

after all, the 'daughter of the King!'  It is important that men are 

polite and respectful to the opposite sex. 

Some may object and say, 'this is not in our culture'! The fact is, 

that if we are born again, we now live in Kingdom culture and no 

longer in African, European or Asian culture! The devil has been 

trying to degrade women since the time of Adam and Eve, because 

of what happened in the garden of Eden. Therefore, more men 

abuse and mistreat women, the more they are under the influence 

of the devil. The spiritual maturity of a church can often be 

measured by the way they treat their women. 
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What can we expect? 

First of all, we can expect more answers to our prayers. We read 

how Peter speaks to husbands  and tells them to honor the weaker 

vessels, so their prayers will not be hindered. Secondly,  wives can 

expect a greater level of protection from the devil when they 

respect and submit to their husbands. Thirdly, Children can expect 

a healthy and a long life on earth if they honor their parents.  We 

read in Ephesians, "that they may live long on the earth!" Fourthly, 

when young men honor 'the weaker sex', God may give them 

wonderful marriege partners. Finally, good family relationships will 

influence our society and draw many people to Christ! 

4. Spiritual authority: 

This applies to the leaders in the church, in house groups and to 

those in the fivefold ministry. 

How do we honor them? 

Paul writes to Timothy and says, “ Let the elders who rule well be 

counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the 

word and doctrine.  For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an 

ox while it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer is worthy of his 

wages.” Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from 

two or three witnesses." (1 Timothy 5:17-19) 

 

Firstly, we honour them by supporting them financially. It says that 

"a laberor is worth of his wages." Paul wrote to the Philippians and 

told them in response to their financial support to him, that "God 

will supply all their needs according to His riches in Christ." 

(Philippians 4:19) 

 

Secondly, we also honor them by not criticising and speaking evil of 

our spiritual leaders. The Bible says, "Touch not mine anointed, and 

do my prophets no harm!" (Psalm 105:15) It is a very serious 

offence before God and a lack of the fear of God when we speak 

evil of those in spiritual authority. 
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Thirdly, we have a submissive attitude towards them: The Bible 

says, “Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they 

watch out for your souls, as those who must give an account. Let 

them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be 

unprofitable for you.” (Hebrews 13:17) This does not necessary 

mean that we must do everything they tell us to do, and to control 

us, but we have a humble and a submissive attitude towards them. 

If we disagree, we do so respectfully! 

 

Fourthly, what about titles and respect? Do we have to call them 

pastor, prophet or 'man of God', bishop, first lady etc. We do not 

see this  in the Bible, especially in the book of Acts. For example, 

when Paul writes, about himself, he refers to himself as Paul, but 

he refers to his ministry as that of an apostle. Furthermore, Jesus 

said, "... be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even 

Christ; and all ye are brethren.  And call no man your father upon 

the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye 

called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ. But he that is 

greatest among you shall be your servant." (Matthew 23:9-11) 

 

Today we have two extremes: On the one hand there are churches 

that have gone to the extreme with regards to titles. They demand 

that their leaders be called by some title such as Bishop, Prophet, 

Pastor, Firstlady etc. One the other hand we also have churches 

that are too casual and treat their leaders with total lack respect 

and call everyone by their first names. 

 

There is a balance. First of all we must be sensitive to the type of 

person that we are speaking to. If the leader is highly regarded and 

older than us, we can show him honor by calling him by some title, 

For example, pastor. Secondly, it also depends on whether we 

address them privately or publically. If example, if I speak to my 

senior pastor privately I will call him by his first name. But if I refer 

to him publically, I will put the title 'pastor' in front of his name to 

honor his position. 

 

What can we expect if we honor those in spiritual authority? 
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Firstly, it says that it will be profitable for us if we do so. It may be 

the key to receiving a financial blessing, healing for our bodies, 

protection from the enemy and God’s blessing on our family. It 

could even affect our eternal destiny when we one day have to 

stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 

Secondly, it could be the key to finding our calling, increase our 

anointing and even influence our relationsip with God. Jesus said, 

"He who receives a prophet in the name of the prophet shall 

receive a prophets reward." (Matthew 10:41) This can also apply 

to all those in the ministry. For example, if we honor someone who 

has a healing anointing, we may reap the benifit of good health. 

God may even impart their anointing to us. For example, Joshua 

honored Moses and became the leader of Israel. 

5. Honoring one another: 

How do we honor one another? 

Paul writes, “From now on, we regard no one according to the flesh 

... If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.” (2 Corinthians 

5:16-17) Paul is saying that we no longer see each other 

according to our natural distinctions, rich or poor, black or white, 

male or female, young or old, etc. but as a new creations in Christ. 

We are kings and queens, princes and princesses, anointed and 

beloved children of God, seated at His right hand in heavenly 

places. 

Furthermore, we no longer focus on one another's natural 

weakeness but on their potential. Paul says, "I have been crucified 

with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.” 

(Galatians 2:20) We see, one another as God sees us! He sees 

His Son Jesus living in us! Therefore, we are all valuable and 

precious to Him. 

There are some practical ways to show honor to one another: 

We will be  on time for our appointments and meetings. For 

example, we arrive on time for church to show honor to the pastor 

and the other church members! 
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We will be polite to one another. We can do so by letting them go 

through doors ahead of us, by opening car doors for them and by 

using polite language when we talk to them. 

We honor people by the way we dress. This does not mean that we 

wear a suite and tie wherever we go, but our clothes are neat and 

clean. It depends on the occasion. If the occasion is casual, then 

dress casually. When we have to meet with someone, we ask our 

selves the question, "how much honor do I need to show them?" 

Then dress accordingly. It is a good rule to dress a little bit smarter 

than the average person in the group. 

We will listen more than we speak.  The Bible says, “By slow to 

speak and quick to listen.” (James 1:19)  God has given us two 

ears and one mouth, Therefore, we should listen twice as much as 

we talk! To talk all the time and not allow allow others to speak is 

rude and lack of honor. 

When we keep our appointments and our promises. If we make an 

appointment to be somewhere at a certain time, we should aim to 

be there on time or even a little bit earlier. If we agree to meet at 

7 p.m, it is lack of honor to come 10 minutes late. If we cannot be 

on time, then we must let the other party know well in advance 

that we will be late. This also applies to Church meetings. If church 

starts at 10:00 then we should be there at 10:00. It often disrupts 

the program when we are late 

Finally we honor one another by serving one another. Look for 

opportunities to serve, help, wash dishes, pour the tea, help clean 

up afterwards. It says in Colossians that when we serve one 

another it is as if we are serving Jesus.  (Colossians 3:23) 

What can we expect if we honor one another? 

Firstly, if we believe that Christ is in them, we will be able to draw 

from that life. We will not always have to wait for some man of 

faith and power to come to town to pray for us, we can receive our 

miracle from the weakest person in the group if we honor them. 

Secondly, we will reap what we sow. (Galatians 6:7) If we sow 

honor, one day we will reap honor. Furthermore, we always reap 
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more than we sow! Thirdly, when we honor one another, we honor 

the Christ in them. If we do so, we will receive God's honor. 

6. Honoring God: 

How do we honor God? 

We honor God when we give to Him our best:  We read in the book 

of Malachi, “A son honors his father, and a servant his master: if 

then I be a father, where is mine honor? … You offer polluted bread 

upon mine altar; …. and you offer lame and sick.” (Malachi 1:6-7) 

We also read in Colossians, “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as 

to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will 

receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord 

Christ.” (Colossians 3:23) We honor God when we serve Him with 

all of our hearts and give to Him the best part of our time, our 

resources and our talents. That is why it is good to give to God the 

first part of our day, when we spend time with Him in prayer and 

reading the Bible. 

We honor God with our worship. Jesus said, "They that worship 

Him must worship Him in Spirit and in truth." (John 4:24) The 

Greek word for truth here means 'to be genuine'. It means that we 

mean what we say and don't just say empty words. When we 

worship God, we do so with all of our hearts. Just as we bow down 

to honor a king or a leader, so we 'bow down in our hearts' before 

God when we worship Him. 

We honor God through our tithes and offerings. The Bible says, 

“Honor the LORD with thy substance, and with the first fruits of all 

your increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy 

presses shall burst out with new wine.” (Proverbs 3:9-10) Our 

tithes are the first fruits of our finances, which are the best part of 

our finances. Therefore, we honor God by giving. By giving 

generously we are saying to God, "I am willing to let go of this 

money, because You are my source." This is honoring to God! 

We honor God when we believe His word. When we believe His 

word, we declare that He is faithful. The Bible says, "Without faith 

it is impossible to please God. They that come to Him must believe 
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that he is and is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him." 

(Hebrews 11:6) Therefore, when we believe His word, we are 

honoring His character. 

What can we expect if we honor God? 

 

Firstly, honor creates an atmosphere for miracles to take place. It 

is one of the keys to have strong faith. For example, the Roman 

Centurian honored Jesus when he said, “Lord I am not worthy that 

you should come under my roof, just speak the word and my 

servant wil be healed.” (Matthew 8:8) He was actually saying, “I 

cannot give to you the honor that you deserve.” Jesus said to him, 

“I have not found so great faith, not even in Israel” and He healed 

his servant." (Matthew 8:10)   He had a humble attitude and 

gave honor to Jesus and Therefore, received a great miracle. 

 

We read about the lack of honor that the people of Nazareth 

showed towards Jesus. They said, "Is not this the carpenter, the 

son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Judah, and 

Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?" And they were 

offended at him. But Jesus said unto them, a prophet is not without 

honor, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his 

own house.  And he could there do no mighty work, save that he 

laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them." (Mark 6:3-

5) It does not say, “He would not do no mighty work there, but 

“He could not.” Therefore, honor is a key that releases the power 

and the blessing of the Lord. 

 

- Secondly, we receive His honor:  God says, “Those who honour 

Me, I will honour.” (1 Samuel 2:30) Receiving honor from God 

can mean a lot of things. We receive God's favor and things begin 

to happen to us that we do not deserve. It could mean promotion 

in our ministry and calling. It could mean an increase of God's 

power and anointing and finally, the enjoyment of a wonderful 

intimate relationship with Him. 
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Giving and receiving honor is one of the greatest keys to the 

kingdom of God. Therefore, we can expect great blessing an 

breakthroughs as we use this wonderful key. Amen 

 

 

 

5.4. How to conquer failure: 

Failure is common to all of us because we are human. Therefore, if 

we want to serve God and be in the ministry we need to know how 

to navigate through the failures of life. There are many people that 

are no longer in the ministry because they have failed in some area 

of their lives.  

Therefore, one of the devil’s weapons against us is the weapon of 

discouragement. He often attacks us with this when we have failed 

and tried to do something that did not work. There are many 

pastors who once had strong churches, but have failed in some 

area, who have become discouraged and want to leave the 

ministry. 

There are many in the Bible who failed. Some overcame their 

failures, and others not. For example, Moses failed when he killed 

an Egyptian, but God restored him and he became a mighty leader. 

Imagine God restoring a murderer! David failed when he fell in 

adultery with Bathsheba, but God restored him. Peter failed when 

he denied Jesus, but became the most anointed apostle. There are 

many other examples. 

There are some important things you need to know about 

failure: 

Firstly, God wants us to succeed: We read in the book of Micah, 

“Rejoice not against me, O my enemy! When I fall, I shall arise; 

when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light to me.” (Micah 

7:8) In Proverbs we read, "For a righteous man falls seven times 

and rises again." (Proverbs 24:16) God does want us to succeed, 
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even if we have failed in the past. In Revelations we read, “To him 

that overcomes (succeeds) I will give to eat of the tree of life." 

(Revelations 2:7) Therefore, it is God’s will for us to succeed and 

not His will for us to fail. 

We read about Jesus and the man who had been trying for thirty-

eight years to get into the pool of Bethesda to be healed. However, 

one day he met Jesus, and his failure turned into a success and he 

was healed. Therefore, one of the greatest keys for success is to 

bring Jesus into the equation, no matter how often we have failed, 

for God is a God of restoration! God says in the Book of Joel, "I will 

restore." (Joel 2:25) In the New Testament we read these 

awesome words, "God always, leads us in victory in Christ..." (2 

Corinthians 2:14) God does not lead us in failure, but in victory. 

Therefore, if we follow Jesus, and we led the Holy Spirit lead us, we 

will always succeed and win! 

Secondly, God is able to restore us quickly: God can give us a 

word, a dream or a vision and can turn our situation around over a 

short period of time. We may be one day, or prayer or one step of 

obedience away from our breakthrough. In the Old Testament, we 

read about Gideon. He was such a failure that he had to hide from 

the enemy. One day an angel appeared to him, gave him a word 

and he suddenly became a very successful leader. (Judges 6) We 

have the example of Peter, who failed so terribly when he denied 

Jesus at the cross. Jesus restored him suddenly and he became a 

great apostle. 

Thirdly, It is not so important what happens to us, but how we 

react to it: We can learn from our failures and mistakes and make 

good decisions in the future. When David sinned with Bathsheba, 

she gave birth to a sick baby. He prayed, the baby died and he 

failed. Instead of crying and being discouraged, he went into the 

temple and worshiped the Lord. The Lord then gave him another 

baby, and that baby’s name was Solomon. (2 Samuel 12) 

Therefore, one of the best things we can do after we have failed is 

to stop focusing on our failures (our dead babies) and focus of a 

glorious, awesome and mighty God.  When we have a positive 
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reaction when we fail and make mistakes, God can turn our failures 

into stepping stones to greater successes in the future. We can 

learn from our failures and make wiser decisions in the future. 

Fourthly failure is not final: When we fail it does not mean that we 

are a failure, but that we have not yet succeeded. God said to the 

children of Israel, “I know the thoughts I have towards you, says 

the Lord, thoughts of peace and not evil, to give you a future and a 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11). God is a God of hope! The word hope 

means, “joyful expectation of good things to come.”  No matter 

how many times we have failed, God always has a future for us. 

There is always hope, because God is a God of hope. Failure does 

not mean that God has abandoned us, but that He has a better 

plan for us.  The Bible says that, “God is able to do exceedingly 

above all we ask or think.” (Ephesians 3:20) 

Fifthly, if we have failed, it is important that we try again:  We read 

how David tried to bring the ark back to Jerusalem. The first time 

he tried he failed, but he studied the word of God and learnt how to 

do it properly. He tried again and the ark was brought back to 

Jerusalem with success. (2 Samuel 6) In the New Testament we 

read, “Let us not grow weary in doing good, for in due season we 

will reap if we do not give up.” (Galatians 6:9) Therefore, we 

must never give up even if it seems so difficult. There are many 

examples in the Bible of those that failed and tried again. For 

example, God gave Jonah another opportunity to preach after he 

failed the first time. Joshua conquered the city of Ai when he tried 

again. In Hebrews, we have an important instruction: “Therefore, 

strengthen the hands that hang down and the feeble knees…” 

(Hebrews 12.12) Therefore, we need to get up and try again! 

Sixthly, it is important how we react to the failures of others: We 

have a warning in the Book of Proverbs, “Do not rejoice when your 

enemy falls, and do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles; 

lest the Lord see it, and it displeases Him, and He turn away His 

wrath from him.” (Proverbs 24:17-18) It displeases God when 

we are glad when others fail. It is easy to feel good when someone 

who we do not like or who is in competition to us fails.  This is 
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especially true when men of God fail.  We have the example of 

David. When King Saul, his enemy, failed and died in battle, he 

honored him and did not have one negative word to say about him. 

(1 Kings 1) 

Keys to conquer failure: 

We must not hate ourselves when we fail: When we fail it does not 

mean that we are failures, but we have not yet succeeded! The 

Bible says that God loves us; His thoughts towards us are good... 

(Jeremiah 29:11) We are valuable and precious in His sight 

because He has redeemed with the precious blood of Jesus. 

Therefore how can we hate ourselves if God so loves us!  

We must keep a positive confession: The Bible says, “He that would 

love life and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from 

speaking evil.” (1 Peter 3:10) In Proverbs 18:21, we read that 

the power of life and death are in the tongue. Therefore, we should 

not speak negative words about ourselves and curse ourselves. In 

Joshua we read, “The word of the law shall not depart out of your 

mouth … then you shall make your way prosperous and have good 

success.” (Joshua 1:18) In other words, instead of speaking 

negative words, we must confess God’s word over our lives. It is 

one of the keys to overcome failure and have success. We can say, 

“If God is for me, who can be against me.” (Romans 8:31) "God 

always leads me in victory, and spreads the fragrance of the 

knowledge of Christ through me in every place. (2 Cor. 2:14) Or 

we can say, "I am more than a conqueror through Him who loved 

us..." (Romans 8:37) How can we be failures when God is for us, 

He is with us and Jesus lives in us! Therefore, “Let us hold fast the 

confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is 

faithful.” (Hebr. 10:23) We can turn our failures into successes by 

changing the way we speak. 

Repentance is important: Repentance is more than asking God to 

forgive us, it is also a decision to do the right thing. For example, 

when David failed to bring the ark into Jerusalem, he studied the 

word of God and found out the correct way to do it. When he so, 

his failure was turned into success. We often fail because of pride 



30 
 

 

for the Bible says, “Pride goes before destruction and a haughty 

spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16.18) Therefore, the root of 

failure is often pride!  The more we humble ourselves and repent, 

the less we will fail in the future. 

We must not always blame ourselves when we fail:  Often it is not 

always our fault when things go wrong, but the mistakes of others 

or circumstances that were not under our control. For example, the 

reason why we lost money was not because we failed, but because 

of the world-wide financial crisis. Therefore, we must not allow the 

enemy to make us feel guilty, when in fact we are not guilty. The 

devil is “the accuser of the brethren.” (Revelations 12:10) and 

knows how to make us feel guilty, when we are not really guilty! 

We must not focus on our failures: We must not yield to the 

temptation to think about our failures all the time! For example, 

when David's baby died, he turned his attention away from the 

dead baby, went into the temple, and worshiped the Lord. (2 

Samuel 12:20)  We have the example of the prodigal son, he 

made a decision to leave the pigs, get up and return to his father.  

Many of us need "to leave the pigs behind!" God said to the 

children of Israel, “You have dwelt long enough at this mountain!” 

(Deuteronomy 1:6) Some of us have dwelt long enough at the 

mountains of our failures and need to get up and leave our failures 

behind. Paul said that we need to, “Forget the things that are 

behind!” (Philippians 3:13) 

Let the Holy Spirit lead us: The Bible says, “As many as are led by 

the Holy Spirit, they are the sons of God. (Romans 8:14) If we let 

the Holy Spirit lead us, He will always lead us into victory. (2 Cor. 

2:14) Therefore, it is important to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit 

and listen to His voice. It is important to, “Let the peace of God 

rule in your hearts.” (Colossians 3:15) When we have the peace 

of the Holy Spirit in our hearts we usually make right decisions. For 

example, in the book of Acts the Holy Spirit said to the leaders in 

Antioch, “Now separate Paul and Barnabas unto the work to which I 

have called them!” (Acts 13:2) As a result of their obedience, Paul 

and Barnabas were successful in their ministry. 
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It is important to do the things that we are good at doing: We need 

to ask ourselves the question, “What are my gifts and talents?” 

Usually we will succeed when we do things that we are good at 

doing. I find this in ministry. When I preach messages that are real 

and alive to me, it is usually successful. For example, we should 

not teach about prayer when we do not know how to pray!  The 

Bible says, “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that 

is given us, let us use them.” (Romans 12:6)  We should not use 

the gifts that God has not given us! For example, if God has not 

given us a gift to preach, then we should not preach! 

We must do that which God has called us to do: Some people fail 

because they do things that God did not tell them to do. There are 

many people that are failures in the ministry because God did not 

call them into the ministry. This can apply to any area in our lives. 

If God has called us to be a teacher, then we must not become a 

doctor, just because of the financial issue! God said to Isaac, 

“Dwell in this land and I will be with you and bless you.” (Genesis 

26:3) When we do what God has told us to do, the blessing will be 

automatic, there are many people doing things for God because of 

financial gain or because they want a good image and not because 

God called them to do it. 

We must also pay attention to our physical and emotional well 

being. Paul said to the leaders of the Ephesian Church in Acts 

16:24, "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 

flock..." Notice, he said, "take heed to yourselves and to the flock." 

Just as it is important to take care of God's church, a church leader 

must also take care of himself. We often fail because we are tired, 

stressed out or un-healthy. It is important that we take heed to our 

sleeping habits, our diet and exercise. It is easier to be led by the 

Spirit when we are physically and emotionally healthy! 

Finally:  If we have failed in any area of our lives, in ministry, our 

marriages, our jobs or in our family, God wants to give us a second 

chance. God is a God of hope and a God of restoration! He who 

gave Peter and Jonah a second chance will also give us another 

opportunity!  
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Therefore, “... may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 

in believing that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.” (Romans 15:13) Amen 

 

5.5. How to make the right decisions. 

 

We have the ability to make the right decisions 

Deuteronomy 30:19-20, "I call heaven and earth as witnesses 

today against you, that I have set before you, life and death, 

blessing and cursing; Therefore, choose life, that both you and 

your descendants may live; " 

Life and death, blessing and cursing are a result of the decisions we 

make. We are a product of our decisions and not our backgrounds 

or circumstances. Many people who came out of a terrible 

background are blessed today because of the decisions they have 

made. 

The most powerful gift that God has given to us is our free will. It 

is so powerful, that neither God, nor the devil can over-ride or stop 

us from making decisions. We have the example of Adam and Eve, 

when they chose to disobey God in the Garden of Eden. Even God 

could not stop them! God and the devil can influence the decisions 

we make, but the final ability to say, yes or no still belongs to us. 

In 1 Corinthians 10:13 we read, "No temptation has overtaken 

you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will 

not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with 

the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be 

able to bear it.." God will never allow us be tempted above our 

ability to stand against the temptation of the devil. If He knows 

that we are too weak, He will not allow us to be tempted. He will 

either give us the power to stand against the temptation, or He will 

give us a way out. For example: 
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Firstly, we can pray when we are tempted. Prayer gives us the 

power to say "no" to temptation! Jesus said to Peter and the 

disciples on the night before His crucifixion "pray lest you fall into 

temptation." (Matthew 26:41) Unfortunately, Peter slept instead 

of praying and he denied Jesus. If he had prayed, maybe he would 

not have denied Jesus. 

Secondly, we can resist the devil. In 1 Peter 5:8-9, we read, "Be 

sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about 

like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, 

steadfast in the faith..."  This is what Jesus did in the wilderness 

when the devil tempted Him. He said, "away with you Satan!" 

(Matthew 4:10) 

Thirdly, we can walk away from the temptation. Paul said to 

Timothy, in 2 Timothy 2:22, "Flee youthful lusts!" This is good 

advice especially to young people. Not only should we walk away 

from those who tempt us, but we can "walk away" and switch off 

the temptation that comes from the electronic media. 

Fourthly, we can apply the principles of the cross and reckon 

ourselves dead to sin.  In Romans 6:11 we read, "Likewise you 

also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord." We can believe and declare that sin no 

longer has power over us, because we have died in Christ.  When 

the devil tempts us, we can simply say, "This has no power over 

me, because I am dead to sin, and dead people are free from sin!" 

There is no demon in hell that can force us to do things against our 

will, because the power of decision is more powerful than the 

power of temptation. There was once a famous witch by the name 

of Doreen Irvine, who lived in England.  She was a prostitute and a 

witch. She became the most powerful witch in the world and was 

called, the "queen of the black witches". She could set a building 

alight with her words and even kill the birds in the air with a curse. 

She had such a close relationship with the devil that she could walk 

through fires, holding the devil's hand. 
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One day she walked past a church and read on a notice board that 

a famous evangelist was preaching there. She decided to go into 

the church and listen to the message. When the evangelist invited 

people to come forward and receive Jesus, she decided to give her 

life to Jesus. She said the demons in her were screaming, "no, no, 

no," but they could not stop her. She gave her life to Jesus and 

became a preacher.  If the demons could not stop her, they cannot 

stop us either! The best example in the Bible is the Gadarine 

demoniac. Six thousand demons could not stop him coming to 

Jesus, falling at His feet, and following Jesus. He became the first 

missionary in the New Testament. Therefore, there is nothing that 

can stop us from making the right decisions. 

God also influences our decisions by His grace. We read in Titus 

2:11-12, "For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared 

to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 

lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present 

age." The Bible also says in Philippians 2:13 that "God works in 

us to will and to do of His good will." The grace of God can 

influence our hearts and make it easier for us to say "yes" to Jesus, 

but the final decision still belongs to us. This is what happens when 

we pray for people. God will influence their hearts by His grace, but 

He will not force them to say "yes." That is why some people will 

never turn to God, because they have made their decision to turn 

away from Him. 

Every temptation we face is an opportunity for blessing and 

breakthrough, if we make the right decisions. We read in James 

1:12 "Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he 

has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord 

has promised to those who love Him." Not only will we be blessed 

on earth, but also in eternity. In verse 2 of the same chapter, we 

are given very good advice, "count it all joy when you fall into 

various trials." Therefore, when we rejoice in a time of temptation, 

we will receive the power to conquer the temptation. 

Some things that will help us make the right decisions: 
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1. The Bible. We read in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, "All Scripture is 

given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the 

man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 

work." The more we read the Bible, the easier it becomes to make 

the right decisions. In Joshua 1:8 we read, "This Book of the Law 

shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day 

and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is 

written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then 

you will have good success." 

2. The Holy Spirit. We read in John 16:13, "However, when He, 

the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth." As 

we let the Holy Spirit lead us, we will always make good choices. 

3. Godly advice: Proverbs 11:14, “Where there is no counsel, 

the people fall; but in the multitude of counselors there is safety." 

God has put wise spiritual people in the church to help us make the 

right decisions. Therefore, we should never make an important 

decision without discussing it with our spiritual leaders. 

4. Fasting. We read in Acts 13:2, "As they ministered to the Lord 

and fasted, the Holy Spirit said..." We have another example in 

Ezra 8:21, "Then I proclaimed a fast, to humble ourselves before 

our God, to seek from Him the right way..." In verse 23 we read, 

"... and He answered our prayers."  It is wise to fast before we 

make any very important decision. 

5. The importance of the peace of God: In Isaiah 55:12 says, 

"You shall go out with joy and be led out with peace."  In 

Colossians 3:15 it says, "Let the peace of God rule in your 

hearts!" The word "rule" can imply, "be the umpire." If we do not 

have peace when making a decision, then it is the peace of God, 

blowing the whistle and saying to us, "don't do it!"  

We should be careful not to make decisions when... 

1. When the decision is based on negative emotions: for example, 

anger, offence, frustration, jealousy or depression.  If we are 

experiencing any of these negative emotions, we should be careful 
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and wait till we have peace. We have the example of Naaman in 2 

Kings 5. He nearly lost his miracle and made a bad decision, 

because he was offended with Elisha. We have the example how 

David nearly murdered innocent people because he was angry with 

the husband of Abigail. We should first get healed, or rid of 

negative emotions before we make important decisions. For 

example, don't just sell your motor car because you are angry with 

it!  Or a wife should not just divorce her husband because she is 

offended with him. Or someone should not just leave the church 

because they are offended.  

2. When the decision is motivated by fear. The Bible says that God 

has not given us a spirit of fear. (2 Timothy 1:7) Fear is from the 

devil, and fear will cause us to make bad decisions. We should only 

make decisions, because we believe it is God's will. For example, 

we want to live in another country because we are afraid of the 

economic situation in our country. One of the worst fears that 

cause us to make bad decisions is the fear of people. We are afraid 

of our relatives, our parents, and what others think. Some people 

are afraid to leave the church, because they are afraid of the 

pastor. We have the example of how Saul made a bad decision and 

disobeyed God, because he was afraid of his army. 

3. We should never be motivated by the expectation of people. We 

have the example of Jesus. They told Him that Lazarus was sick 

and they expected Him to come immediately. However, He waited 

two more days because He knew it was not the Father's will for 

Him to go immediately.  We need to be especially careful when it 

comes to the expectation of our family and relatives. Jesus is our 

Lord, and it is what He wants us to do that should influence our 

decisions. 

4. We should never make a decision when we are under pressure: 

Sometimes people try to force us to make fast decisions. They may 

tell you, "I need money right now, if you don't give me money I will 

lose my car. I promise that I will return it in a week!" It has been 

my decision, that when I have been forced to make a quick 

decision, it has always been the wrong decision. It is usually better 
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to wait, pray about it and make the decision when we have peace 

in our hearts. This can also happen when certain preachers try to 

force us to give. Paul says we must not give grudgingly but from a 

willing heart. (2 Corinthians 9:7) This may even happen in a shop 

when there is some bargain. They may tell us that if we do not buy 

it now, we will lose the bargain. My experience is that there is often 

a better bargain later! In Isaiah 55:12 it says, we shall be led out 

with peace. 

Further thoughts on decisions 

One or two good decisions can cancel out a lot of bad decisions in 

the past. We have the example of the Prodigal Son. He made many 

bad decisions when he left his father.  Then one day he made one 

very good decision, he said, "I will go and return to my father..." 

(Luke 15:18) When he made that one decision, everything came 

right in his life. There are a number of life changing decisions that 

we can make that can cancel many bad decisions that we have 

made in the past. For example, we can go to church, we can 

forgive, we can repent, we can tithe or we can just simply obey the 

word of God. 

Great grace is released when we make clear radical decisions.    We 

have the example of Joshua.  On the last day of Joshua's life, he 

said, "Choose this day who you will serve. As for me and my house 

we will serve the Lord."  (Joshua 24:15) The people of Israel 

responded with the same decision, "We will also serve the Lord."  

(Joshua 24:24) That decision was so strong, that the Children of 

Israel served God for the next forty years. I have seen this in my 

own life. The strong radical decisions that I have taken in the past, 

have released God's grace to have victory in certain areas in my 

life.  For example we can make a strong decision to repent, obey 

Jesus, forgive, love and obey God, etc. 

Finally, God can restore us even if we have made bad decisions in 

the past.  If we have made bad decisions in the past, it is not the 

end of the road. We have the example of David and Bathsheba. He 

made a terrible mistake when he comitted adultery with 

Bathsheba. He repented with all his heart and God forgave him and 
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restored him. God is a God of restoration, and if we have made bad 

mistakes in the past, we can try again, and make good decisions in 

the future. 

Therefore, we can be blessed today and have God's abundant life if 

we make good decisions today. The Bible says, "I have set before 

you life and death, blessing and cursing; Therefore, choose life."  

Amen. 

 

 

5.6. Calling and vision part one 

 

Our book of destiny: 

Years ago, I heard a message by Bob Mumford where he quoted a 

verse in the book of Philippians where Paul writes and says, "That I 

may lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me." (1) He 

said, that everyone has a "that" to accomplish in life. This message 

started me on a journey to find out my "that" in life. I began to ask 

myself, "What am I doing on earth for heaven's sake?" This study 

is as a result of many years of research to find out my own calling 

and plan for my life from the Lord. (1) Philippians 3:12 

We read about a book of destiny in the book of Psalms, "Your eyes 

saw my substance being yet unformed. And in Your book they are 

all written. The days fashioned for me, when as there were yet 

none of them." (2) This means that God wrote His plan for our lives 

in a book, even before we were born. This plan is called our "that". 
(2) Psalm 139:16 

Even Jesus, who is our example, had a book of destiny written 

about Him. "Behold I have come in the volume of the book it is 

written of Me - to do Your will O God." (3) God has a wonderful and 

exciting plan for each of our lives. This plan is called our calling. 

This plan was drawn up even before we were born and the day we 

surrendered our lives to Jesus, this plan came into effect. Paul 

writes about this to Timothy, “(God) saved us and called us with a 

holy calling, not according to our words but according to His own 
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purpose and grace given to us in Christ Jesus before time began.” 

(4) Notice the phrase, "given in Christ before time began." This 

means that our calling was given to us before time began; He 

wrote it in a book. (3) Hebrews 10:7 (4) 2 Timothy 1:9 

We also read in the Book of Ephesians, "In Him we have obtained 

an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him 

who works all things according to the council of His will.” (5) The 

word predestined can also mean, to "set the limits beforehand." 

From time to time God gives us a glimpse of what is written in His 

amazing book through the visions and prophesies that we have 

received. There are also two other books also written about us in 

heaven that we will not cover in this study, the Book of 

Remembrance (6) and the Book of Life. (7) This study is to help us 

to discover what God has written in our Book and to help us to 

fulfill that calling. (5) Ephesians 1:11 (6) Malachi 3:16 (7) Revelations 

20:12 

What is our calling? 

Our calling is simply, "the understanding of the path we must take 

through life." When we understand this path it will affect the way 

we live, influence our decisions we take and affect our 

relationships. It will give us confidence, dignity and a goal to live 

for. This goal will motivate us to obey the Word of God and to 

discipline our lives.  The Bible says, "Where there is no revelation, 

(or a goal) the people cast off restraint.” (Proverbs 29:18)  For 

example, if an athlete has an opportunity to participate at the 

Olympic Games and win a gold medal, this goal will motivate him 

to train and discipline himself. He will not need to be told to 

exercise, eat the right foods and to take care of his physical body 

all the time. He will be motivated by his goal. The same is true with 

our spiritual goals. We will not need to be told over and over to 

read our Bibles, pray, live holy lives, tell others about Jesus, etc. 

We will automatically want to do so because we have a goal in life. 

One of the greatest tragedies in the Church is lack of vision and 

spiritual goals. There are so many who do not have a sense of 

calling and destiny! 
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One of the examples in the Old Testament of a man, who was 

affected by his calling and destiny, was King David. He was called 

to be a warrior king and subdue the enemies of Israel. While he 

was involved in his calling, he was disciplined and obedient to God. 

However, we read that one day he took a break from his calling 

and decided to rest. During this break he was tempted with 

Bathsheba and fell into adultery. However, if he had gone out to 

war where he belonged, this would have never happened. Being 

involved in our calling and vision is a strong protection against the 

attacks of the enemy. 

I have seen this in my own life. When I am busy with my calling 

and ministry, I automatically want to read my Bible, spend time 

with God and discipline myself. However, I have also noticed that 

when there have been slack times in my life. I have been the most 

vulnerable to the attacks of the enemy. Therefore, the most 

vulnerable times are when we are idle. 

Calling does not necessarily mean that we all have to become 

pastors or missionaries, or enter into some sort of full time 

Christian ministry. God can call us to do many other things as well. 

For example, in the Bible, Amos was a farmer, Joseph was a 

politician, Erastus in the New Testament was the town treasurer, 

Luke was a doctor, etc. There are also many other examples. 

However, no matter what God calls us to do, we should have one 

common goal, that is to bring sinners to Christ and to expand the 

Kingdom of God. The very reason why Jesus came to earth was to 

save the lost. He said, "The Son of man came to seek and save 

those who are lost.” (9) Paul writes to Timothy and said, "Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners..." (10) He is our example 

and He has passed this calling on to His followers when He said, 

“As the Father had sent Me, I send you." (11) If we want to follow 

Jesus, then we should have this same focus, to lead sinners to 

Christ and expand His kingdom. If we lose this focus, then 

whatever else we do will be useless in the eyes of God. For 

example, if God has called us into secular work, His goal will always 

be to bring sinners to Christ, whether He uses us there to do it 
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personally, or releases our resources to do so. (9) Luke 19:10 (10) 1 

Timothy 1:15 (11) John 20:21 

Four important truths with regards to our calling 

Firstly, our calling is bigger than we think.  The Bible says that God 

is "able to do exceedingly, abundantly, above all we ask or think 

according to His power that works in us." (12) It also says, "Eye has 

not seen, nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the heart of man, 

the things that God has prepared for those that love Him." (13) He 

wants to use us and do things through us, more than we can 

imagine or think! For example, when God showed Abraham his 

calling, He told him that his descendants will be as numerous as 

the stars of the sky and the sands of the sea. (14)  (12) Ephesians 

3:20 (13) 1 Corinthians 2:9 (14) Genesis 15:5 

Just as He had a huge plan for Abraham, so He also has huge plan 

for every one of us. It is so huge, that it would overwhelm us.  

That is why we will always need God's grace and supernatural 

ability to do what He has called us to do. If we think we can 

accomplish anything in our own strength and with our own natural 

resources, then we are probably not doing what God has called us 

to do! 

Secondly, our calling will give us great satisfaction and joy. I have 

heard a person teach that the will of God is something that is 

totally contrary to what we want to do! For example, if I really do 

not want to be a missionary, then being a missionary is the will of 

God for me.  This is a lie from the devil! Actually, the opposite is 

true; God's calling is often something that we really want to do. It 

is something deep in our hearts. 

Soon after I received Jesus as my Lord and Savior, I had such a 

desire to teach and preach the word of God even though I had to 

wait a long time for this desire to be fulfilled. Jesus said, "My food, 

(that which brings Me satisfaction) is to do the will of Him who sent 

Me..."(15) Jesus was so fulfilled by ministering to the woman at the 

well that He did not even want to eat the food that the disciples 

had brought Him. The Bible says that, "God works in us to will and 

to do of His good pleasure." (16)  If He calls us to do something, He 
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will give us the desire and willingness to do so. If God created us 

for His good pleasure, (17) then surely, as a good Father, He will 

also want us to experience pleasure and satisfaction. (15) John 4:34 

(16) Philippians 2:13 (17) Revelations 4:11 

When I was younger, I enjoyed playing tennis and golf. However, 

there is nothing that gives me more pleasure and joy than what I 

am doing now, teaching and preaching His word and ministering to 

the needs of others. It is even better than playing golf! The Bible 

says, "You O Lord have made me glad through your work.” Doing 

the work of God is not a heavy obligation but it is a delight and a 

joy.  (18) Psalm 92:4 

Thirdly, our calling is given by grace. We cannot earn our calling; it 

is given to us by His grace.  Our calling was actually given to us 

even before we were born, so there is nothing we have ever done 

to earn it. (19) Furthermore, God does not call us because we have 

some great ability, He often uses us because we are weak and we 

lack natural abilities. The Bible also says that God has "chosen the 

foolish things ... the weak things of the world ..." (20) our calling is 

a gift from God, given to us 'in Christ.' Therefore, no matter how 

much God uses us, it is all by His grace, and if you are greatly used 

by God, then all the glory goes to Him.  (19) 2 Timothy 1:9 (20) 1 

Corinthians 1:27 

Fourthly, we will be held accountable for what we have done with 

our calling.  The Bible says that we will all stand before the 

judgment seat of Christ and give an account of what we have done 

with our lives while on earth. (23) Therefore, even though we have 

been saved by grace, our rewards in eternity will be according to 

our works. That is why we have to be serious about God's calling 

and do everything to accomplish that what He has called us to do. 

Paul writes and says, "One thing I do, forgetting the things which 

are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I 

press towards the goal of the upwards call of God in Christ." (21) 
Philippians 3:13, (23) 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10, 12 

He had one main goal in life that was to always be in the center of 

God's will.  When He came to the end of His life he said, "I have 

finished my course." (22) Therefore, doing God's will and fulfilling 
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our calling should be the highest priority in our lives. Our life on 

earth is like a race we run, the race is on earth, the finishing line is 

the day we pass into eternity, and the prize giving will be when we 

stand before the judgment seat of Christ. Although we are saved 

by grace, we will be rewarded by works (23)   (22) 2 Timothy 4:8 (23) 

2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10, 12 

Keys to our calling: 

Although we cannot earn our calling, there are certain keys that 

will help us to discover our calling. It is like a door with a number 

of locks. In order to walk through this door, we need the keys to all 

the locks to unlock the door. I want to suggest the following five 

keys: 

Key number one: The importance of obedience and commitment: 

We must be willing to do anything God that God tells us to do. 

Jesus said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 

himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. …”  (24) We need 

to we die to what we want to do, and say yes to what God wants 

us to do. Often, we have to let go of what we have been doing in 

order to enter into something new that God wants us to do. We 

have the example of Abraham. God said to him, "Get out of your 

country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land 

that I will show you.” (25) He had to let go of what he was used to 

do and leave his comfort  zone in order to find God's calling for his 

life. We have to give God our YES, even before He shows us what 

He wants us to do. (24) Luke 9:23 (25) Genesis 12:1 

Many years ago Frances and I knew that God was calling us into 

missions but we did not know where God wanted us to go and what 

He wanted us to do. So we prayed this simple prayer over and 

over, "Lord wherever you want to send us, we will go, whatever 

You want us to do we will do." We knew that we could not make 

this type of commitment in our own strength but asked that God 

would give us the grace to do so. After praying this prayer for a 

number of months, doors began to open which eventually led us 

into the mission field. I later discovered this prayer in the book of 

Joshua, and I would suggest this prayer for all of us. "All that you 
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command us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go.” (26) 

Our calling starts at the cross, where we are willing to do anything 

that God calls us to do. (26) Joshua 1:16 

Key number two; The importance of right attitudes. 

This is especially true when it comes to humility. The Bible says, 
“Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you 
up.” (27) Pride is often our greatest obstacle to find our calling and 
destiny. If we can be free from the desire to impress people and be 
willing to be hidden from the praise and honor of people, then 
there are no limits to what God will do through us. We are told in 
the Bible, “Have the attitude that was in Christ… who humbled 
Himself even to the death of the cross, therefore, God highly 
exalted Him." (28) Humility and obedience are very important if we 
want God to 'lift us up' into our calling.  (27) James 4:10 (28) 

Philippians 2:5-7 

There many bad attitudes that can hinder us from entering into our 
calling. For example, the attitude of anger kept Moses out of the 
Promised Land. The complaining, critical attitude of the Children of 

Israel caused them to wander in the wilderness for forty years. 
Negative attitudes such as bitterness, jealousy and unbelief can 
also hinder us from finding our calling. Therefore, it is always 
important to have a joyful, positive, faith filled attitude. 

Key number three: Faithfulness is important. 

We can say a lot about faithfulness, but it is an important key to 
our calling. The Bible says, "He who is faithful in what is least is 
faithful also in much." (29) Faithfulness in the small things that God 
gives us to do now, are the keys to unlock the bigger plans that 
God has for us in the future. For example, David was faithful 
looking after his father’s sheep before he became a shepherd to the 
nation of Israel. Joseph was faithful in the house of Potiphar before 
he could become a ruler in Egypt. Jesus probably served His father 
Joseph in the carpenter shop before He was released into His public 
ministry. There are many other examples as well. (29) Luke 16:10 

Faithfulness with finances is very important. The Bible also says "if 

you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will 

commit to your trust the true riches?”(30) Therefore, it is important 

that we tithe and give generously if we want to receive God's true 
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riches, which includes our calling. We read about Barnabas in the 

book of Acts. (31). After he laid all his possessions at the feet of the 

apostles, God called him to be an apostle. I have noticed over the 

years that God opens wonderful doors and powerfully uses those 

who are exceptionally generous. (30) Luke 16:11 (31) Acts 4:36-37 

We must also be faithful in our relationships. We read in Luke, "And 

if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who 

shall give you that which is your own? (32) This is referring to the 

importance of being faithful to those in the ministry, For example, 

Moses served his father-in-law Jethro, Joshua served Moses, 

Timothy served Paul, Elisha served Elijah, etc. It is important that 

we are faithful to the local church.   In Book of Psalms we read, 

"He that is planted in the house of the Lord, will flourish in the 

courts of our God ..., he will bear fruit, even into old age." (33)  To 

be planted in the house of the Lord, means to have committed 

relationships and to be involved in the local church.  (32) Luke 16:12 

(33) Psalm 92:13-14 

I have never known anyone who wanders from church to church 

and refuses to be submitted and accountable to others ever find 

their calling. In Romans we read, "And how shall they preach, 

except they be sent?" (34) It is not only important to go, but to be 

sent! From time to time on the mission field, we receive requests 

from people who want to come minister with us. The first thing that 

I want to find out about them, is who is sending them? 

Being faithful to those in authority does not mean that we always 

have to do everything that they want us to do, and agree with 

everything they say, but we can have a humble and submissive 

attitude towards them. Faithfulness in relationships has a broad 

application; it can also mean faithfulness to our spouses, our 

parents, our employers and in our relationships with the opposite 

sex.        (34) Romans 10:15 

Key number four: Our relationship with God: 

This is the foundation of all ministry and calling and should be a 

high priority in our lives. It is often in times of prayer and spending 

time in God's presence, that we discover God's calling.  For 
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example, Paul received his calling during a time of prayer, worship 

and fasting. (35) King David said in Psalms, "You have made known 

to me the path of life, in Your presence there is fullness of joy, at 

Your right hand are pleasures forevermore." (35) In the 'presence of 

God' we will often find the 'path of life.' (36)  (35) Acts 13:2 (36) Psalm 

16:11 

We read in Genesis. "Cain went from the presence of the Lord and 

dwelt in Nod." (37) The word Nod means "wandering." Just as Cain 

began to 'wander' aimlessly when he departed from the presence 

of God, in the same way, when our personal relationship with God 

is a high priority, we will have direction and purpose in our lives! If 

we really want to find God's calling and purpose, one of the best 

things we can do is to spend more time in prayer and in the 

presence of God. 

Furthermore, without going into detail, I would also recommend 

fasting as a regular practice. It was during a time of fasting, that 

Paul received his calling. (35) Fasting makes us more sensitive to 

the Holy Spirit and His voice. We read in the Book of Ezra. "Then I 

proclaimed a fast there, at the river of Ahava, so that we might 

humble ourselves before our God, to seek from Him, the right way 

for to go, and for our little ones, and for all our substance...  So we 

fasted and besought our God for this: and He answered our prayer. 

(38) Notice, they wanted to find out the "right way to go." I have 

heard many testimonies of those who found their calling during a 

time of fasting. We should never make any major decision without 

fasting and prayer. (35) Acts 13:2 (37) Genesis 4:16 (38) Ezra 8:21-23 

Key number five: The importance of holiness and purity. 

The Bible says, "This is the will of God - your sanctification 

(holiness)." (39)  When we pay attention to what God wants us to 

be, He will show us what we should do! Paul tells Timothy, "But in 

a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but 

also of wood and of earth; and some to honor, and some to 

dishonor. If a man therefore, purge himself from these, he shall be 

a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and useful for the master's use, 

and prepared unto every good work."(40) Holiness will prepare us to 
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be useful and ready for God to use.   The Bible says in Romans, "... 

be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 

acceptable, and perfect, will of God." (41) If we want to know the 

will of God, then we need to renew our minds with the word of God 

and remove all the ungodly clutter from our minds. It is therefore, 

important what we watch, read and think about. A renewed mind is 

able to discern the will of God. (39) 1 Thess 4:3       (40) 2 Timothy 2:20  
(41) Romans 12:2  

 

 

5.7. Calling and vision part two: 

How to enter into our calling: 

We have spoken about the five keys to unlock the door to our 

calling. Imagine that the door is now open. We now need to know, 

how to go through this door? In order to do so we need to answer 

three important questions: 

Firstly, what has God already said to us about our calling and 

destiny? 

What dreams, visions, and scriptures have we already received? 

God said to Habakkuk, “Write the vision and make it plain on 

tablets, that he may run who reads it.” (42) It is a good practice to 

write down and meditate on what have already received. Frances 

and I have over the years, written down the prophetic words and 

visions that we have received and from time to time we read these, 

meditate on them and pray about them. We are amazed at how 

many prophetic words have already come to pass.  (42) Hab. 2:1-3 

Just because we have received a prophecy, does not automatically 

mean that it would come to pass. Many prophecies are conditional 

to our faith and prayers. Paul wrote to Timothy and told him to 

"wage a good warfare according to the prophecies that he had 

received. (43) For example, when Daniel read the prophecy in the 
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book of Jeremiah (44) he began to pray and fast about it.  If he had 

not done so, then nothing would have happened. In the same way, 

if we are passive and do nothing about the prophetic words we 

have received, then usually nothing happens.  The Bible says that 

the angels do the voice of God's word. (45) God gives to us His 

word, but we must give the word that we receive a voice through 

prayer and declaration. If we do so, the angels are mobilized to 

bring that word to pass (43) 1 Timothy 1:18 (44) Daniel 9:2 (45) Psalms 

103:20 

Secondly, what are the deep desires of our hearts? 

We have already mentioned this earlier. If our hearts are right with 

God, and God is working in us to will and to do of His good 

pleasure, (16) then many of our desires will be God's desires.  

Nehemiah said, "I told no one what my God had put in my heart to 

do at Jerusalem."   (16) God put something in His heart to do! Paul 

said to the Roman Church, "For I long to see you, that I may 

impart unto you some spiritual gift ...” (47) That longing in his heart 

was something that God had placed there! Sometimes we can find 

God's will by often asking the simple question, “What is on really 

on my heart.”        (16) Philip. 2:13 (46) Neh. 2:12 (47) Romans 1:11 

Thirdly, what initiative can we need to take right now? 

The Bible says that we are laborers together with God. (48) We do 

not only work for God, but with Him. Many are waiting for God to 

tell them what to do, while God is waiting for them to take the 

initiative and do something for Him. In the book of Proverbs, we 

read, "A man's heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps." 

(49) As we do the planning, God will do the directing. It is often in 

the context of movement, that God gives us direction. (48) 1 

Corinthians 3:9 (49) Proverbs 16:9 

We need to take the initiative but also be open for the Holy Spirit 

to change our plans. For example, God gave Paul his general 

direction in life, to be a light to the Gentiles. But Paul in turn had to 

take the initiative and plan his missionary trips. In doing so, he had 

to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit. He once planned to go to Asia but 

God redirected him to go to Macedonia. (50) Acts 16:9 
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Many years ago, I lived in a certain town in South Africa. I asked 

God what He wanted me to do there. I felt God answered my 

question with a question, "Dave, what do you want to do here?" I 

replied, "I want to start a church." To cut a long story short, myself 

and a few others started a cell group which eventually became a 

church and that church is alive and well thirty years later today. I 

have often seen this principle in the mission field. God called us to 

Russia, but we have had to use our own initiative to do what was 

on our hearts. God blessed many of our initiatives, and today 

looking back, we have seen God do many wonderful things. We are 

to dream with God and not act like robots, waiting for our next 

instruction. 

I want to give you a parable. Five birds sat in a tree, four wanted 

to fly south, how many birds were left in the tree. The answer is 

five, not one! It did not say they decided to fly south, but they only 

wanted to fly south. We do not accomplish the things we want to 

do, but we accomplish the things that chose to do! We can begin to 

do what the Bible has already told us to do, and that which is on 

our hearts. Even if we have not received a clear instruction, we can 

preach the gospel, share our faith, pray for the sick, etc. Jesus told 

His disciples, "As you go, preach saying, ‘the Kingdom of Heaven is 

at hand.’ Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out 

demons, freely you have received, freely give.”    (51) Matth. 10.7-8 

Notice that it says, "as you go" and not "as you wait for something 

to happen!" Jesus also said "You did not choose Me, but I chose 

you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that 

your fruit should remain,” (52) It is as we go, we bear fruit. We 

have the humorous story of Moses leading the Children of Israel 

through the Red sea. We read in Exodus, "And Moses said to the 

people, stand still and see the salvation (deliverance) of the 

Lord..." (53) This sounds so spiritual, but God answers and tells 

Moses, "Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go 

forward!" (53) Many of us are standing still, crying and waiting for 

God to do something instead of going forward and taking the 

initiative.                                      (52) John 15:16 (53) Exodus 14:13-15 
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How do we know that it is the will of God? 

In order to answer this question, I want to give a simple 

illustration. Imagine that we are in a car and there are five traffic 

lights in front of us. In order to go we need all the traffic lights to 

turn green at the same time. These traffic lights are like five 

questions we need to answer. 

Firstly, does the desire in our hearts stay constant? If our desires 

fluctuate then it is likely that it is not the will of God for us. For 

example, today I want to become a pastor, a few weeks later I 

want to start my own business and a few months later, I want to 

be a missionary in China. God's desires usually remain in our 

hearts over a long period of time. 

Secondly, are we excited about it? The Bible says “You shall go out 

with joy and be led forth with peace.” (54) When we think about our 

calling and God's plan for our lives, we should be excited about it. 

If it makes us sad and heavy hearted, we should seriously question 

whether it is from God or not. (54) Isaiah 55:12 

Thirdly, do we have some kind of strategy? We may not know the 

whole plan, but we should have some idea what we are going to 

do! For example, if someone says to me, "I believe God has called 

me to China." I would then ask the question, "what are you going 

to do there?" If he answers and says to me, "I don’t know, God 

knows." I would serious question his calling. Jesus had a strategy, 

Paul had a strategy, Nehemiah had a strategy, and if God calls us 

to do something, we too, will also have some sort strategy, even if 

the strategy changes later on. 

Fourthly, do others witness with our calling? The Bible says “Where 

there is no counsel, the people fall; but in the multitude of 

counselors there is safety.” (55) This does not mean that all spiritual 

leaders will agree, for some may have their own agenda to keep us 

from going. However, if everyone has a check in their hearts about 

our calling, then maybe we should reconsider whether or not it is 

from God. (55) Proverbs 11:14 
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Fifthly, do we have peace in our hearts? We read earlier, "you shall 

go out with peace and be led forth with joy. (54). When we think 

about our calling we should be relaxed and have peace in our 

hearts. If we are all stressed out about it and we are all tense 

about it, then maybe what we feel is not from the Lord. (54) Isaiah 

55:12 

What about finances? 

Lack of finances does not necessarily mean that it is not the will of 

God for us to go or do that what we believe God wants us to do. 

We either have to find the money, earn the money or believe for 

the money. Usually when God calls us to do something, we will not 

have sufficient resources to do so and there will be an element of 

trusting Him for our finances. When we obeyed the call to move to 

Russia, many years ago, we did not initially have sufficient finances 

to do so. However, when we decided to go and put our plans in 

place, our support base began to increase. Therefore, our final 

authority is not money, but God's call! Often God provides as we 

take steps to obey. 

What about timing? 

There are many examples in the Bible. For example, Moses knew 

his calling when he was in Egypt, but he had to wait forty years in 

the wilderness for God's timing. The same was true with Joseph, 

Paul and many others in the Bible. A delay in our calling can be as 

a result of us not being ready or the circumstances not being 

ready. This is a huge topic which I will cover in another study called 

the "waiting period." 

How to maintain our calling. 

It is easy to start a race, but it is more important to finish it. Paul 

said at the end of his life, "I have run the race and finished my 

course." (56) An interesting statistic from the USA is that only 10 

percent of those who go to Bible College enter into the ministry and 

only 10 percent of those who enter the ministry will continue in the 

ministry. That means that only 1 percent of those who decide to go 

into the ministry will actually complete their ministry.  I have 
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known so many who were once powerfully used by God, fall away 

and are no longer doing what God had called them to do. 

Therefore, how do we endure to the end?  (56) 2 Timothy 4:8 

Firstly, we must highly value our calling: If we highly value 

something, we will protect it and not trade it with something that is 

inferior. For example, Esau traded his calling for food. Samson 

traded his calling for sex; the rich young ruler traded his calling for 

money, etc. There are many inferior things that the devil can tempt 

us with to trade our calling, such as sex, pleasure, security, money, 

fame, comfort, safety, family, children, grandchildren etc. 

Therefore, our calling is like a precious gift that God has given us. 

One of the things that helped me keep the right perspective with 

regards to my calling, is the perspective of eternity. One day I will 

all have to stand before the judgment seat of Christ and give an 

account of my life to God (23) and what I do on earth will have 

eternal consequences.              (23) 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10, 

12 

Secondly, the importance of continual repentance: We must keep 

short accounts of un-confessed sins before God and ask the Holy 

Spirit to continue to convict us of anything that jeopardizes our 

calling. It can be a compromising sin, or a bad attitude, unresolved 

conflict or a bad habit. It is like shooting at a target. A few 

millimeters error in our aim can result in missing the target by 

many meters. We need to continually adjust our aim through 

repentance. David prayed in Psalms. "Search me, O God, and know 

my heart: try me, and know my thoughts. And see if there be any 

wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting."  (57) Psalm 

139:23-24 

Thirdly, accountability is important: One of the main reasons why 

so many of the 'mighty have fallen' is that they were not 

accountable and submissive to anyone. Our commitment to the 

Body of Christ is very important, as we read before, "Those who 

are planted in the house of the LORD SHALL flourish in the courts of 

our God.  They shall still bear fruit in old age.” (33) We must be 

planted in the house of the Lord, the local church if we want to 
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continually bear fruit. God has given to us brothers and sisters in 

the church to protect us, pray for us and encourage us. Lone 

ranger Christians very seldom are able to finish the race. (33) Psalm 

92:13-14                                               

How to plan our future: 

There are three things we need in order to step into our callings 

and to do what God wants us to do. 

The first is we must have a goal. We must know what God wants 

us to do. In order to achieve a goal, we need to have the following: 

(1) The abilities to accomplish the goal. These can be developed 

through training and experience. (2) We need to have 

opportunities. We need the right contacts and the right conditions. 

The Bible calls this, "open doors." (3)  We need the resources. We 

need financial, material and people resources. As we increase in 

these three areas, abilities, opportunities and resources, we 

increase the scope of our calling. 

Secondly, we must have a strategy. These are the practical steps 

we need to take in order to fulfill our goals. Strategy breaks the 

goal into smaller achievable steps. For example, "How can you eat 

an elephant?" The answer is, "bit by bit." The strategy is how to 

accomplish a goal. 

Thirdly, we need a program.  This puts a time frame to our goals. 

Every vision must have a final destination. In order to have a final 

destination, we must put our plans into a time frame. For example, 

"I want to start a church." The question I would ask you is, "When 

do you want to do it and how much time do you need to do this?" 

It is a good practice to draw up a program for our goals. I would 

suggest that six months at a time. In other words, what do you 

want to accomplish in the next six months? This is called, planning 

your future. It is my experience that as I make my plans, God 

helps me to fulfill my plans. In Proverbs 16:9 we read, "Man's 

heart plans his ways, but God directs his steps." If we do not plan, 

God won't direct! 
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Finally:  I want to finish with a wonderful verse found in the Book 

of Esther. “... who knows whether you have come to the kingdom 

for such a time as this?” (57) God has called us to such a time as 

this and we are living in the most exciting time in history. There is 

no limit to what God wants to do through us and for us.  Amen     
(57) Esther 4:14 

 

5.8. The waiting period: 

This message was birthed many years ago, while I was seeking 

God for direction in my life. I was going through a difficult time and 

I was confused about God's will and calling on my life. As I was 

praying one morning, for God to show me what to do, I felt that 

the Holy Spirit downloaded thoughts into my mind in answer to the 

questions that I was asking. I immediately typed these thoughts 

into my computer and as a result, this message was born. I have 

since had the opportunity to share this message in many countries, 

to many different types of people. No matter where I have shared 

this, many have identified with the same issues that I will share in 

this message and have found direction and encouragement. 

The waiting test is one of the most important tests in the Christian 

life. Most of us are waiting for something to happen, for doors to 

open, for prayers to be answered, for miracles to happen and for 

breakthroughs to come. Many Bible characters also went through 

this test. Abraham waited twenty-five years for a son, Joseph 

waited for thirteen years before his dream came true, Moses waited 

forty years in the wilderness, Paul waited fourteen years in Arabia, 

and so we can go on and on. Even Jesus had to wait eighteen years 

before He could enter into His public ministry. At the age of twelve 

He said that He must be about His Father's business, but only 

entered into His public ministry at the age of thirty. 

The waiting test is not only important, but it can be very difficult. If 

someone said to us, "climb the mountain!" We would do so. But if 

they said, "sit at the foot of the mountain and wait!" We would find 
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this quite difficult. However, there is a great blessing when we are 

able to wait for God's timing. The best things come to those who 

are able to wait! I have already mentioned how the Holy Spirit 

downloaded answers into my mind many years ago while I was 

praying and seeking God. That morning I received five things that I 

had to do during the waiting period. I have since added one more, 

so I want to now share these six things with you. They have helped 

me during my various waiting periods for more than twenty years. 

Firstly, we must not try to force things to happen. (Trust) 

There is a great temptation to try to help God and do things in the 
flesh during the waiting period. One of the best examples is that of 
Abraham, when God promised to give him a son. He must have 
been so excited and probably expected his wife to fall pregnant a 
few weeks later. However, the years passed by and nothing 
happened. After twelve years, they could not wait any longer and 
decided to help God to speed things up. We all know what 
happened, he slept with his servant Hagar and had a son called 
Ishmael. However, it was not the right son, so he had to wait 

another thirteen years! After twenty-five long years, when he and 
his wife Sarah could no longer have children, they were now ready 
for their miracle, and Isaac was born. There are two important 

lessons we can learn from this: 

The first lesson is that God often waits for us to come to the end of 

our own strength, efforts and our clever ideas before He acts. He 

wants us to know that everything we receive is because of His 

grace and when the breakthrough comes, all the glory goes to Him. 

This is called the 'way of the cross' which means, 'out of death 

comes life,' or death before resurrection. I have noticed this 

principle throughout the Bible and also in the experiences of many. 

Many have had to go through a 'death' or 'valley' experience, 

before their breakthrough came. 

We have already looked at Abraham. Moses had to spend forty 
years in the wilderness before he could enter into his calling. The 
Children of Israel had to wait in the wilderness before they could 
enter into the Promised Land. Joseph had to sit in prison before he 

was promoted to be a leader. David had to flee from Saul for 
thirteen years like a vagabond, before he became king. There are 
many other examples as well. I have seen this principle repeated 
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over and over in the lives of those whom God has called into the 

ministry and are greatly used by God today. Many can testify that 
there was once a 'death' experience before they entered into their 
dreams and desires. 
 

The second lesson is that we can make terrible mistakes if we do 

not wait. The birth of Ishmael was a big mistake! It was the seed of 

Ishmael that has resisted God's purposes and persecuted God’s 

children for thousands of years.  For example, king Saul: He was 

not able to wait for the arrival of Samuel, and his mistake 

eventually caused him to lose his kingdom. Another example is that 

of the Children of Israel. They could not wait for Moses to return 

from the mountain. They turned away from God and worshipped 

the golden calf. 

I have seen this happen over and over. We have had many go 

through our various schools of ministry. We have seen how many 

young Christian girls who were once called by God and so anointed, 

lose their anointing and calling because they could not wait for God 

to give them the right husband. They married unbelievers and 

today they are frustrated and unfulfilled. However, we have also 

seen others who waited, and God gave them amazing marriage 

partners. Today they are so happy and fulfilled. This can also apply 

to our finances. There have been those who could not wait for God 

to provide for their financial needs, who left the ministry and went 

into secular work, and are no longer serving the Lord like they used 

to. 

I have learnt over the years that God often moves like a tortoise. 
We usually have to wait longer than we think. However, I also 
notice, in my own life and the lives of others that when God begins 
to move, He moves like lightning. We wait for a long time for 
something to happen, and when it does happen, it is so fast that 
we can hardly keep up with it. It is as if everything falls into place 
at once. Joseph in the Old Testament is a good example of this. He 
waited a long time, but when he received his breakthrough, 
everything happened so fast. 

 

Secondly, we must not give up: (Perseverance) 
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We have the example of Israelites in wilderness. Instead of 

persevering in the wilderness, they became impatient and 

discouraged and “gave up.” A journey that was supposed to last for 

a few weeks became a forty year “nightmare”. If they would have 

just persevered and kept on believing God, the 'next hill' could 

have been the Promised Land! Many come so close to their 

breakthroughs, and then they give up. If only they continued to 

pray or believe or do what God told them to do, they would have 

received their miracle. 

One of the most important words we need to know when we are in 

the waiting period is the word continue! There are many 'continues' 

in the Bible. Continue steadfastly in prayer, continue in faith, 

continue in the grace of God, continue in My word and many 

others. One of the most famous speeches ever made, was by 

Winston Churchill, the prime minister of England during the war. He 

was speaking to a large group of young men. They were expecting 

one of his profound speeches, but instead, Churchill stood and said 

these few words. "Young people, I say to you, never give up, 

never, never give up!" He then sat down, and that was the end of 

his speech. Let these words of Churchill ring in our ears, "never, 

never, never give up!"  Those that do not quit will win! 

I can imagine what was going through the minds of the disciples 
after Jesus was crucified and buried. After a few days of not seeing 
Jesus around, they decided, 'to go fishing again.' It was only three 
and a half years earlier that Jesus called them to leave their nets 
and follow Him. They wanted to go back to that from which the 

Lord had called them. This can so easily happen to us. If we do see 
evidence of God's hand and experience His presence, we want to 
give up and go back to what we previously did. 
 
In the book of Hebrews, we read, “For you have need of patience, 
that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the 
promise.”  (1) It is so important that we just keep doing what we 
believe God has told us to do, even if we do not see an immediate 
breakthrough. The apostle Peter quotes from the book of Isaiah 

and says, “he who believes in Him will not be ashamed.” (2) No 
matter what we go through, God is faithful, He will not tease us; 
He will always come through for us. Paul writes to the Galatians 
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and says, "Do not become weary in well doing, for in due season 

we will reap if we do not give up." (3)  We will not be forever in the 
waiting period; there will be a 'due season'! Therefore, keep 
praying, keep believing, keep obeying and keep confessing God's 
word. (1) Hebrews 10:36, (2) 1 Peter 2:6 (3) Galatians 6:9 
 

Thirdly, we must do our best (faithfulness) 

One of the quickest ways out of the waiting period is to do our very 

best in the small things that God wants us to do right now. The 

best example in the Old Testament is that of Joseph. God gave him 

a wonderful promise that he would one day be a great leader. After 

he received this promise, he had to spend the next thirteen years 

as a slave and a prisoner in Egypt. What we do notice about Joseph 

is that whatever he did, he did it well. In the house of Potiphar, he 

was the best slave. When he was thrown into prison, he was the 

best prisoner. Whatever responsibility he was given, he did it well. 

As a result of his faithfulness and his excellent spirit, he came out 

of his waiting period and was promoted to become a leader in 

Egypt. We also notice that the skills he learnt as an administrator 

in the house of Potiphar and in prison, he probably used in his new 

leadership position. He learnt to lead a nation in the house of 

Potiphar. It was God's prophetic gift that caused him to stand 

before Pharaoh, but it was his knowledge and wisdom that got him 

promoted to be a leader! Therefore, we should use our waiting 

periods well, to develop our skills and to study, for one day we are 

going to use them when we receive our promotion. Our waiting 

period is a preparation time for something great in the future. 

We also notice that Joseph made the correct contacts during his 

waiting period. He met the right person in prison that introduced 

him to Pharaoh. Therefore, we often feel that nothing is happening 

during our waiting periods, but God is like a Divine Chess Player 

who is moving all the pieces around, lining us up for our calling and 

destiny. The people, whom I met during my waiting period, are the 

very people that are helping me today with my calling and ministry. 

Paul said to the Colossian church, "And whatever you do, do it 

heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord 
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you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the 

Lord Christ.” (4) Therefore, if we want to know what we should do 

right now, we should just continue what we are doing now, and do 

it well. We can pray well, we can worship well and do what we are 

doing now with all our hearts. (4) Colossians 3:23 - 24 

Fourthly, we must pass our tests: 
 
Our Christian life is like a school, it is called, the school of the 
Spirit. In order to progress in school we have to write exams and 

pass them. The same is true in the Kingdom of God. Often God will 
put us through various tests before He promotes us or releases us 
into our calling. We read how God tested the Children of Israel, 
“God led you these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you, 
and to test, to know what was in your heart.” (5) In the same way 
God may put us through various tests to see what is in our hearts. 
(5) Deuteronomy 8:2 

 
The reason why God took them through the wilderness was so that 
He could prepare them to possess the Promised Land. He wanted 
take the “spirit of Egypt” out of their hearts and teach them to 
trust in Him. He wanted to increase their faith so that they could 
use that faith to possess their Promised Land. But they failed their 
tests and wandered around and around the mountains in the 
wilderness for forty years. There are many like that today, who 
spend their whole lives going around the same mountains of 
problems over and over. They want to come out of their waiting 
periods, but God is waiting for them to pass their tests and change 
their attitudes. 
 
There are many other examples those who were tested in the 
Bible. David said in Psalms, “You tested my heart.” (6) Joseph was 
tested in Egypt before God promoted him into his calling. He had to 
first forgive his brothers, humble himself and put his trust entirely 
in the Lord. We read, "And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is 
not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace." (7) He did 
not say, "I can interpret your dream." He was totally dependent on 
God.  A few verses later when Pharaoh asked him what they should 
do, Joseph answered, "Now Therefore, let Pharaoh seek out a man 
discreet and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt." (8) He did 

not say, "chose me to do the job!" He did not try to promote 
himself! Moses was tested in the wilderness for forty years; David 
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was tested for thirteen years fleeing from King Saul. Jesus was 

tested in the wilderness for forty days before He entered into His 
public ministry. In the New Testament we read, "Blessed is the 
man that endures temptation (testing): for when he is tried, he 
shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to 
them that love him." (9) Not only will our tests affect our calling on 
earth, but it will also affect our rewards in heaven. (6) Psalm 17:3, 

(7) Genesis 41:16, (8) Genesis 41:33(9) James 1:12 
 

Fifthly, we must be careful how we speak during the waiting 

period: 

We have the example of the Children of Israel in the wilderness. 

They murmured and complained and had to wander in the 

wilderness for forty years. Many are in a spiritual wilderness today, 

stuck in their waiting periods because of their negative words. The 

Bible says, “... he that will love life, and see good days, let him 

refrain his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking guile.”  (10) 

It is therefore, so important to, "...hold fast the confession of our 

hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.” (11) It 

says here, 'the profession of our hope'. Hope in the Bible means, a 

joyful anticipation of good things to come. We need to continually 

speak good words over our calling and our future (10) 1 Peter 3:10 

(11) Hebrews 10:23 

It is also important that we do not talk too much while we are in 

our waiting period. Sometimes God shows us personal things and if 

we talk too much about them, we may lose the blessing that God 

wanted to give us. Mary, the mother of Jesus is a good example. 

The angel appeared to her and gave her the promise about Jesus. 

She did not go out and tell everyone what the angel said, not even 

to Joseph her husband, but kept this promise in her heart. That is 

why God chose her, He could trust her! Sadly to say, there have 

been times where I talked too much about some of the personal 

things that God showed me and I lost the blessing that God wanted 

to give me. The Bible says that we should be "quick to hear and 

slow to speak." (12) Therefore, our words can affect our waiting 

periods.             (12)  James 1:19 

Sixthly, it is important to rejoice: 
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Rejoicing is the one of the quickest routes through the waiting 

period. Paul said, "Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say 

rejoice.” (13)  King David said, “His praise shall be continually in 

mouth.” (14) Praise is an expression of faith and will help us to 

conquer unbelief, which is often the reason why we are stuck in our 

waiting periods. In the Old Testament, we read, "Though the fig 

tree does not blossom, and there is no fruit on the vines; the labor 

of the olive fails, and the fields yield no meat; though the flock is 

cut off from the fold, and there are no herd in the stalls:  Yet I will 

rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation." (15) One 

of the meanings of this verse is that our rejoicing and joy, is a 

decision of the will and does not depend on our circumstances. 

However, there is another way to look at this verse. If we rejoice in 

the Lord, then maybe, the fig tree will blossom again; the flocks 

will come back to fold, etc. Our joy should not be affected by our 

circumstances but our joy can change our circumstances! (13) Psalm 

34:1, (14) Philippians 4:4(15) Hab. 3:17-18 

When Paul and Silas decided to rejoice and sing praises in prison, 
God sent an earthquake and delivered them out of their terrible 
situation. (16) We read about Abraham, that "He did not waver but 
was strong in faith, giving glory to God; knowing that He who 
promised is able to bring it to pass.” (17) During his waiting period, 
he gave glory to God and became strong in faith.  (16) Acts 16:25-26,   

(17)   Romans 4:20 

 

Finally, we may not understand our journey through life, but the 

Bible says that God always has a good end for us. (18) He is 

working things out for our good (19) and wants to give us a 

wonderful future and a hope (20) Therefore, the waiting period can 

be one of the most fruitful times of our lives as we, do not force 

things to happen, do not give up, do our best, pass our tests, be 

careful how we speak and as we rejoice in the Lord. (18) James 5:11, 

(19) Romans 8:28, (20) Jer. 29:11 

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.” (21) Romans 15:13   Amen 
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5.9. Fruitfulness 

Fruitfulness is a very important subject in the Kingdom of God. It is 

important that we produce fruit. In Genesis 1:28 we read about 

the first commandment given to man. "And God said to them, 'be 

fruitful and multiply.'" For them it meant, "to have children." For us 

today, it would have a number of meanings but the most important 

meaning, would be to "have spiritual children or to influence people 

for Christ." 

Fruitfulness is the will of God for our lives. In Colossians 1:9-10 

we read, "... that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in 

all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy 

of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work 

and increasing in the knowledge of God;" 

It is God's will that we bear fruit. Jesus said in John 15:16, "You 

did not choose Me, but I chose you, that you should go and bear 

fruit and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the 

Father in My name He would give it unto you." Jesus called us to 

"Go, and bear fruit!" This is our calling! We do not bear fruit by 

sitting and waiting for something to happen. If we do nothing, 

nothing will happen. 

It is important that we pray and spend time with God. But this 

must not be an excuse to do nothing. Jesus has already 

commanded us to "Go into all the world and preach the gospel..." 

In fact, when we bear fruit, it will affect our prayer life. There is a 

connection between bearing fruit and God answering our prayers. 

God has already told us to preach the gospel and tell others about 

Christ. It is our responsibility to take initiative and use the 

opportunities that we have. 

It says that "our fruit should remain." Firstly, it means that our 

fruit should continue over a period of time. Secondly it means that 

our fruit should affect our eternal existence. John 4:36 "He who 

reaps receives a reward and gathers fruit for eternal life, so that he 

who sows and he who reaps will rejoice together." Our fruit on 

earth will affect the rewards that we will receive in heaven. 
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John 15:8  "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; 

so shall ye be my disciples." When we bear fruit, we not only do 
the will of the Father, but we bring Him glory and honor. We reveal 
the goodness of God to people and they in turn give Him praise and 
honor. It brings Him great pleasure when we bear fruit. 
Furthermore, it is a sign that we are disciples of Jesus. When we 
bear fruit, we become part of what He is doing on the earth and He 
recognizes us as His disciples. We cannot claim to be a disciple of 
Jesus if we do not bear fruit. 
 

John 15:2 "Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes 

away:" He is the Vine, we are the branches. There are serious 

consequences if we do not bear fruit, we will die spiritually! On the 

other hand we read, "Every branch that bears fruit, He prunes, that 

it may bear more fruit." When we bear fruit, He will work in us so 

that we will bear more fruit. Whenever God prunes us, and cuts 

things out of our lives, He is preparing us to bear more fruit in the 

next season. 

What does it mean to bear fruit? 

First of all it means the fruit of the Holy Spirit: In Galatians 5:22 

we read about the fruit of the Holy Spirit. (Love, joy, peace...) This 

is the nature of Jesus. God has called us to be conformed to the 

image of Christ. (Romans 8:26). To be fruitful, is to grow 

spiritually and become more like Jesus. 

The character of Christ in us produces fruit through us. We read in 

2 Peter 1:4-7 about the fruit of the about the fruit of the Holy 

Spirit. In verse 8 it says, “For if these things are yours and abound, 

you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ." 

Secondly, it means to influence people for Christ: When we lead 

people to Christ, make disciples, plant churches, heal the sick, set 

people free, we are bearing fruit. Jesus said in Matthew 28:18-

19, "Go into all the world and make disciples of all nations..." It 

means that through us, the Kingdom of God should increase and 

the kingdom of satan will decrease in the earth. Jesus taught us to 
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pray, "Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven." 

Thirdly, it means to make an investment in eternity: Romans 6:22 

"you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life." The 

Bible says that we will be rewarded according to our works. There 

are certain things we do on earth, which will affect our eternal 

inheritance. For example: Our commitment to Jesus, our 

obedience, our giving and our faithfulness to do the will of God. 

How can we bear fruit? 

The greatest key to fruitfulness is the principle of the cross: In 

John 12:24 we read, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain 

of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it 

dies, it produces much grain (fruit)." This is obviously speaking 

about Jesus death on the cross for us. As result of His death, many 

sons have been born into the kingdom. The principle of the cross is 

that "out of death comes life." This principle is found throughout 

the Bible. It is even found in creation and in nature itself. A seed 

has to die before it can grow and bear fruit. 

As we deny ourselves and let Jesus be Lord over every area of our 

lives, we will become more fruitful. Paul said, "Death works in me, 

and life in you." Sometimes God will do a work in us, so that He 

can do something through us. It is called "pruning." In John 15:2 

we read, "and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may 

bear more fruit." We see the example of Abraham, when he offered 

up his son Isaac; he became the father of many nations. The more 

we die to self, the more we will experience the life of Jesus 

manifesting in us and through us, and the more fruit we will bear. 

Secondly: Our relationship with Jesus produces fruit: John 15:5 "I 
am the Vine, you are the branches, whoever abides in Me and I in 
Him produces much fruit." As we develop our personal relationship 
with Jesus, we bear fruit. In Romans 7:4 we read "that ye should 
be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, 
that we should bring forth fruit unto God. Just as intimacy between 

a man and a woman produces fruit, so intimacy between us and 
Jesus produces spiritual fruit. 
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This speaks about prayer, worship, reading the Bible and spending 
time in His presence. The more we focus on Jesus the more we 
bear fruit. In 2 Kings 19:30 we read, "They shall take root 
downwards and bear fruit upwards." The root is that part of the 
tree that no-one can see. It is our private time with God. We have 
the example of Jesus in Luke 5:15-17. "And he withdrew himself 
into the wilderness, and prayed. And it came to pass on a certain 
day, as he was teaching ... the power of the Lord was present to 
heal them. Prayer should be a high priority in our lives if we want 
to be fruitful. 

 
The word of God sown into our lives produces fruit. As we read His 
word, meditate on the word, believe the word and apply the word 
to our lives we become fruitful. When our lives are based on what 
God says in His Bible and not what our circumstances tell us. We 
have a wonderful scripture in the first Psalm. Psalm 1:2-3 “his 
delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate 
day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that brings forth his fruit in his season." The word of God 

sown into our hearts will automatically make us fruitful. 
 

Thirdly: We must remove things from our lives that prevent us 

from bearing fruit: In John 15:2 we read about pruning of the 

branches. "Every branch that bear fruit, he prunes it, that it may 

bring forth more fruit." God will continually remove things from our 

lives that prevent us from being fruitful. He works in us to make us 

more fruitful. He cuts away areas of compromise, wrong 

relationships and priorities. The further we travel with Jesus, the 

less we can take with us. 

In Mark 4:18-19 we read about the parable of the Sower and the 

seed that fell among the thorns. "And these are they which are 

sown among thorns; such as hear the word, and the cares of this 

world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things 

entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful." We notice 

that "it chokes the word." It is possible to fill our hearts with His 

word and then fill our hearts and our minds with things that 

"choke" the word. If we plant seed in our gardens, we must also 

remove the weeds that prevent the seed from growing. 
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In Hebrews 12:2 we read, "let us lay aside every weight, and the 

sin that so easily ensnares us." There are certain things we do that 

are not sinful, but they are like "weights", they hinder us from 

bearing fruit. It could be the media, relationships and things that 

waste our time. The Holy Spirit will from time to time show us 

these things if we have a desire to bear much fruit. 

Fourthly: Our relationship with the church makes us fruitful.   
Relationships are important. Jesus is the Vine, we are the 
branches. Branches are connected to other branches. As we are 

connected to one another and have committed relationships we will 
bear fruit. Psalms 92:13-14 " Those that be planted in the house 
of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still 
bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing;" God 
wants us to be planted in His house which is the local church. We 
cannot bear fruit without our brothers and sisters. To be planted 
means that we are committed.  We meet together, submit to one 
another, worship together, pray together, etc. We cannot bear fruit 
on our own! 
 

In Psalms 133 it says, "How beautiful it is when brothers dwell 
together in unity ... there God commands the blessing." Where 
there is unity, love and commitment, there will be fruit!  
Acts 2:44 we read, "Now all who believed were together and had 
all things common."  
Acts 2:47 says, "And the Lord added to the church daily those who 
were being saved. 
 
Fifthly: Praise, worship and thanksgiving makes us fruitful: In 

Habakkuk 3:17-18. "Though the fig tree does not blossom, 

though there be no fruit of the vine.... yet will I rejoice in the 

Lord." Obviously this means that despite our circumstances, we 

must always rejoice in the Lord. However, when we rejoice in the 

Lord, maybe the fig tree will blossom again; there will be fruit on 

the vine again ... etc. Our circumstances should not affect our joy, 

but our joy can change our circumstances. A joyful praising attitude 

will be a fruitful attitude. 

Psalms 67:5-6 "Let all the peoples praise You o Lord. Let all the 

peoples praise You. Then the earth shall yield her increase. God our 

own God will bless us. Our praise and worship affects the spiritual 



67 
 

 

atmosphere around us and mobilizes the angelic forces to help us 

bear fruit. The best thing we can do if our lives are fruitless, is to 

praise God more and more. 

Finally: We need to take active steps to preach the gospel and tell 

others about Jesus: In John 15:16 Jesus said, "I chose you and 

appointed you that you should go and bear fruit..." We "go" and 

bear fruit! We need to be intentional about witnessing and leading 

people to Christ. Mark 16:20 says, "They went out and preached 

everywhere, the Lord working with them, confirming the word with 

accompanying signs." The preaching and proclaiming of the word 

produces fruit. The fruit is in the seed. The seed is the word of God. 

In Colossians 1:5-6 it says that the word of the gospel of truth is 

"bringing forth fruit." The word gospel means "good news". When 

we tell people about the good news of salvation and the love of 

God, the words we speak will produce fruit in the hearts of those 

who hear the word. Paul said to Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:2 "preach 

the word, be instant, in season and out of season." As we take 

active step to do this, we will begin to produce more and more 

fruit. 

Jesus said, "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; 

so shall ye be my disciples." He also said, “You did not choose Me, 

but I chose you, that you should go and bear fruit and that your 

fruit should remain." We must bear fruit for one day we will stand 

before God and give an account of our lives. We will be rewarded in 

eternity for the fruit that we have born on earth especially fruit that 

remains. In the parable of the talents, the man who produced the 

greatest fruit received the greatest reward in eternity. 

Finally, we read in Genesis 49:22 "Joseph is a fruitful bough, a 

fruitful bough by a well; his branches run over the wall." The 

reason why we are fruitful is that we are living by a well, which is 

the anointing and presence of the Holy Spirit. It says that his 

branches run over the wall. Even when we are confined, in our 

jobs, our families, there is nothing to prevent us from being fruitful 

and influencing others for Christ. God will give us opportunities 

and, like Joseph, "our branches will also run over the wall." As we 
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make this the strongest desire in our lives, the Holy Spirit will work 

through us to make us fruitful.  Amen 


